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The outline is in four sections revolving 
        around the word “Brethren” or “Brothers” 
        in verses 6, 20, 26.   
As the gift of tongues was being misused by  
        the church in Corinth:    
      - It was not edifying the church – verses 1-5.  
      - It was not understandable – verses 6-19.  
      - It was not evangelistic – verses 20-25.  
      - It was causing confusion – verses 26-40. 



In Corinthians 14, when Paul uses the singular, 
     “speaking in a tongue, “he is referring to the 
       counterfeit ecstatic utterances.    
When Paul uses the plural “speaking in tongues, "he 
       is referring to the true spiritual gift.  
In verse 13, Paul, rather sarcastically, tells the 
       Corinthians that if they are going to speak 
       in ecstatic utterances, they better pray they 
       can interpret. 



In their ecstatic utterances, the  Corinthians were 
    stirred emotionally, but it was useless as far 
    as the mind and understanding were concerned.    
Whether we are praying or singing, our worship 
    must involve the emotions and the intellect, 
    the feelings and the mind.  
If our mind is not understanding, there is no 
    edification, and if there is no edification 
    of the church in the exercise of a spiritual  
    gift, it is a counterfeit.  



In their ecstatic utterances, the  Corinthians claimed 
     to be praising God and giving Him thanks, but 
     if others do not understand what is being said, 
     they cannot participate in the worship and 
     they are not being edified.    
If others are not being edified, you may think you 
     are praising God, but in reality you are 
     practicing a counterfeit gift.  



In verse 18, Paul claimed that he spoke in tongues 
     more than all of the Corinthians.  
          - Paul had the true gift of tongues; most 
                  of what the Corinthians did was a 
                    counterfeit. 
          - Paul’s ministry was greatly enhanced by 
                  the gift of tongues.   
Five words which taught others truth were of 
         greater value than 10,000 words which 
            were not understood.  


