Daniel Chapter 7—February 18, 2018 Westminster Hall Sunday School

Review from last week’s practice (Doxology with Dave)
Discussion on genre
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Eschatology—The study of the last things

“The tendency of much historical scholarship has been to specify the referents of apocalyptic imagery in as
This enterprise has indeed contributed much to our understanding of
passages like Daniel 11. Yet Paul Ricoeur has rightly protested against the tendency to identfy apocalyptic
symbols in too univocal a way. This tendency missed the element of mystery and indeterminacy that constitutes
much of the “atmosphere” of apocalyptic literature. In short, Ricoeur suggests that we should sometimes ‘allow
several concurrent identifications p/ay’ and that the text may on occasion achieve its effect precisely through the

unambiguous a manner as possible.

element of uncertainty.” This means that apocalyptic literature is zof like allegory, where each element has one
single referent. Instead, each element might have multiple referents and that’s what makes the genre complex and
mysterious.

Cosmogony—A theory or story of the origin and development of the
universe, the solar system, or the earth-moon system.

Vaticinium ex eventu (AKA Ex eventu prophecy)—(Lat. for ‘prophecy from the event’) A term referring to a prophecy

written after the author already had information about that which was “foretold”. The text is written so as to
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appear that the prophecy had taken place before the event, when in fact it was written after the events supposedly
predicted. “Daniel 11 is the best example of the apocalyptic principle of prophetic hindsight (or vaticinium ex eventn).
The histories of the Persian Empire and Greece and the Seleucid Empire are “foretold” with detailed accuracy. By
contact, the end of the rule of Antiochus IV Epiphanes, described in Daniel 11:40-45, 1s only vaguely predicted and
without the benefit of historical hindsight. The transition from ex eventu prophecy to real predictive prophecy can
be traced in Daniel 11 to this portrait of Antiochus.”

Daniel Chapter 7 Nebuchadnezzar=> Belshazzar=>Darius=>Cyrus

e Understanding the composition of the
book of Daniel as a whole is important.
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from 175 to 164 BC. He is remembered as a major villain
and persecutor in the Jewish traditions associated with Hanukkah including the books of Maccabees ...
Rabbinical sources refer to him as Y& harasha (‘the wicked’).”

Characters: The Four Beasts from the sea, the Ancient One, son of man, Daniel, attendant, the Most High
Like a lion with eagles’ wings, wings plucked off, made to stand on two feet, given a human mind

Like a bear, three tusks in its mouth in addition to teeth, instructed to devour many bodies

Like a leopard with four wings of a bird, and four heads, dominion given to it

Another beast, terrifying and strong, iron teeth and, stamping with feet, ten horns, then another little horn
emerged (at which point three of the other homs were plucked up by their roots) with a human mouth and
eyes on it and it spoke arrogantly.
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e 7:9 “an Ancient One took his throne” Do we know who this 1s?
e 7:13 “I saw one like 2 human being [@3% 723 = the son of man] coming with the clouds of heaven.”

0 “The exaltation of the one like a son of man represents the triumph of the Jews... The traditional
view, that the one like a son of man is the messiah, is still occasionally defended... However, it
suffers from the fact that there is no clear reference to the messiah elsewhere in Daniel. The main
alternative... is the view that this figure is the angelic leader of the heavenly host.”” Compare with
Rev 14:14, where the “one like a son of man” appears who is evidently an angel and not Chust.

o0 “The suppression of proper names lends an air of mystery to the whole vision. The specific
identfication of the one like a son of man is not of ultimate importance. What matters is that there
is a heavenly savior figure who represents the righteous community on the supernatural level.”
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e Using the chart on the first page, how does chapter 7 epitomize the apocalyptic genre?

e What are some of the similarities between chapters 2 and 77

e Read vv. 23-27. If we understand this refer to Antiochus (a Gentile ruler who is oppressing and
slaughtering the Jewish people), how might we begin to decode the language?

This week’s practice of Centering Prayer

3 Bill Arnold, Introduction to the Old Testament, 364.

4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Antochus_IV_Epiphanes
5 Collins, 103.

6 Ibid, 106.



