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Παῦλος ἀπόστολος Χρυ Ἰηυ διὰ θελήματος 

θυ τοῖς ἁγίοις…οὖσιν * καὶ πιστοῖς Χρυ

* [ἐν Ἐφέσῳ] *

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of

God to the saints who are * and are faithful.



Is reductionism helpful?

• If we just focus on the micro (like 
words), we cannot see the big 
picture.

• When we zoom out, can we still 
learn something?  YES!

• Today we will learn by talking 
about the big arc of Bible History 
as developed by Max Anders in his 
book 30 Days to Understanding 
the Bible

This is a currency collage by artist Evan Vondolowski



1. Creation 5. Judges 9. Silence

2. Patriarch 6. Kingdom 10. Gospels

3. Exodus 7. Exile 11. Church

4. Conquest 8. Return 12. Missions

Arc of Bible History
30 Days to Understanding 
the Bible by Max Anders



1. Creation (Genesis 1-11)
• Creation

• God created everything in the universe (time and space)

• People are created in the imago Dei or the image of God

• “Fall”
• Historical or 

• Ahistorical



2. Patriarchs (& Matriarchs) (Gen 12-50)

• Abraham & Sarah (Also Hagar)
• Moved from the land of Ur to Promised land, covenant with God

• Isaac & Rebekah (Also Ishmael)
• Isaac almost sacrificed, very minor characters

• Jacob (AKA Israel) & Rachel, Leah, Zilpah, Bilhah
• Parents to the heads of the 12 tribes of Israel

• Joseph & Aseneth
• Brothers were jealous and sold him into slavery, eventually he 

ended up in a powerful position in Egypt and during a time of great 
famine, the Israelites became refugees and Joseph took them 
under his care.

1. Reuben
2. Simeon
3. Levi
4. Judah
5. Dan 
6. Naphtali
7. Gad
8. Asher
9. Issachar 
10.Zebulun 

Dinah
11.Joseph  
12.Benjamin



3. Exodus (Exodus-Deuteronomy)
• After Joseph died, eventually the Israelites became slaves in Egypt, 

and cried out to God for their freedom.
• Moses/ Deliverance
• Mount Sinai (Law)
• Rebellion
• 40 years of wandering

סּוף-ַים The sea of  reeds

Ἐρυθρὰ Θάλασσα The red sea

Lesson: All translation is interpretation



4. Conquest (Joshua)

• Moses is not allowed to go into the Promised Land and appoints 
Joshua as his successor.  Joshua leads the conquest of the Promised 
Land.  This means that the Israelites wipe out those people presently 
living there.  

• If we believe that all people are created imago Dei, what do we do 
with this narrative?  We’ll come back to this in a few minutes.

• Eventually, the people settle in the Promised Land and are given 
parcels based on their tribe of origin.



5. Judges (Judges)
• Now in the Promised Land, how do we self-

govern?

• Many different judges (both men and 
women) were chosen to govern the people 
for four hundred rebellious years.
• Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Tola, 

Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson, and 
Samuel

• Instead of thinking of these people as just 
presiding over a court, we should imagine 
them to be political-military leaders of Israel.



6. Kingdom/ Monarchy (1 Samuel-2 Chronicles)
• The people desire to have a king to be like all the other nations
• God appoints Saul, who eventually turns out to be sinful and leads poorly
• God appoints David, who is one of the greatest kings of the United Kingdom (in 

spite of major moral failures) and who is followed by many unrighteous kings.
• Solomon builds the first Temple (AKA the Solomonic Temple)



7. Exile (Ezekiel—Daniel)
• The northern Kingdom of Israel was conquered by Assyria in 722 BC

• The southern Kingdom (Judah) was conquered by Babylon in 586 BC, 
the people were taken into exile and the Temple was destroyed

• God encourages the exiles to 
seek the peace of the city.

• Some suggest that they start to 
assimilate to the culture.



8. Return (Ezra—Esther)
• Persia conquers the Babylonian 

empire and after 70 years in exile, 
Cyrus the Great returns the 
Israelites to the Promised Land. 
(See Cyrus Cylinder at right that 
makes mention of this event)

• In the 70 years, other people 
occupied the land.  The Israelites 
had to contend with them, rebuild 
Jerusalem, as well as the Temple 
(this becomes known as the 
Second Temple period).



9. Silence (Between HB & NT)
• The canonical Scriptures contain no books for 400 years

• However, some of the Apocryphal books do give some historical details

• In the return to the Promised Land, Israel was under the rule of the Persians.  
Eventually, they were defeated by the Greeks (Alexander the Great).

• There is significant tension between the Greeks and the Jews (Maccabean 
revolts)

• Some theological influence from Greeks and others in ANE

• New players come to power (Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, etc.), who must 
work with the ruling powers in order to maintain some control and influence

• The hope for a Messiah grows



10. Gospels (Matthew—John)
Good summary in the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe…in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
he sitteth at the right hand of the Father,
from thence he will come to judge 
the quick and the dead.



11. Church (Acts 1—12)
• After the Ascension, the Apostles and disciples must figure out how to 

continue the ministry of Jesus 

• Slowly, Jews who put their faith in Jesus leave their synagogues

• Pentecost—Reception of the HS, “Birth of the Church”

• Persecution (Stephen was the first martyr)

• Church growth and organization

• Peter and Paul (AKA Saul)

• Council of Jerusalem
• The council decided that Gentile converts to Christianity were not obligated to keep 

most of the Law of Moses, including the rules concerning circumcision of males. The 
Council did, however, retain the prohibitions on eating blood, meat containing blood, 
and meat of animals not properly slain, and on fornication and idolatry, 

Remember ekklesia means the 
people and not the building!

“Saul” is simply the Hebrew 
name for this person. “Paul” is 
his Greek name, derived from 
the Latin surname Paulus.



12. Missions (Acts 13-28)
• The Apostles and disciples heed the Great Commission to go into all the world 

and preach the Gospel and the Church expands!

• We still hold on to the HB as Scripture, but what is the relationship with the Jews 
and what happens following the destruction of the Temple around 70 AD?





Footnotes to all Prayers (C.S. Lewis)

He whom I bow to only knows to whom I bow
When I attempt the ineffable Name, muttering Thou,
And dream of  Pheidian fancies and embrace in heart
Symbols (I know) which cannot be the thing Thou art.
Thus always, taken at their word, all prayers blaspheme
Worshipping with frail images a folk-lore dream,
And all men in their praying, self-deceived, address
The coinage of  their own unquiet thoughts, unless
Thou in magnetic mercy to Thyself  divert
Our arrows, aimed unskillfully, beyond desert;
And all men are idolators, crying unheard
To a deaf  idol, if  Thou take them at their word.

Take not, oh Lord, our literal sense. Lord, in Thy great,
Unbroken speech our limping metaphor translate.

Pheidian is a 

reference to the 

Greek sculptor 

Pheidias.



What is the nature of Scripture?

• “I would argue instead that all Scripture is 
accommodated discourse for the very reason that, on 
every page of Scripture God has adopted the words 
and viewpoints of finite, fallen human authors as the 
words and viewpoints of his holy book: the entire Bible 
is accommodated discourse.” (Sparks 53-54)

• Revelation in itself is accommodation

• Human language cannot fully capture the Divine, we 
must accept a limited understanding



What is the nature of Scripture?

“We believe that we are broken, sinful.  This quality of brokenness extends to the 
whole of creation.  Since the Scriptures stand within creation, we must admit 
that the pervasiveness of sin and brokenness even affects our holy authoritative 
scriptures. God’s creation, which is good, nevertheless includes evil.  But these 
flaws in creation should not be blamed on God but rather on humanity and its 
sinful, fallen state.  God’s written word, which is good, nevertheless includes evil.  
But these flaws in Scripture should not be blamed on God but rather on 
humanity and its sinful, fallen state. The Fall’s effect on humanity and Scripture 
reminds us that both stand in need of redemption.  In each case, we must render 
thoughtful judgments about where they are rightly ordered and where they 
reflect the Fall’s disordering effects.”  (Sparks, 47)

“one reason that the Bible is not a simple, straightforward “guide book” for life is 
that…the Bible actually stands within the fallen order.” (Sparks, 22)

Therefore, Scripture requires interpretation!



How can we interpret Scripture?

• An oversimplification of patristic exegesis:
• Antiochian Method—More literal

• Alexandrian Method—More figurative

• What about the primeval history in Genesis 1-11?

• What about the parables? The story of Jonah? Job?

• What about what Jesus says when instituting the last supper, “This is 
my body.  This is my blood.”?



Can we read the Scriptures flatly and in isolation?
We have to hold passages in tension and read in community!
A colorful illustration used by second-century St. Irenaeus is 
helpful in showing us how important it is to read the Scriptures in 
continuity with the whole of God’s people and why the 
interpretation of the Scriptures, in light of that Tradition, is an 
inside activity for the Christian family more akin to art than to 
science.  In the first section of his argument Against Heresies, 
Irenaeus suggests that we think in these terms: someone is 
manhandling the mosaic representation of a king that has been 
formed from precious jewels and is moving around the pieces to 
make instead the shape of a dog or a fox.  The portrait of the 
animal is made from the same materials as the original one, but 
the picture of an animal is not the same as the first picture.  
Similarly, it is possible to take all the elements of the Scriptures 
(and also of Tradition) but to so deform them that another thing 
entirely emerges. (Humphrey)



What to do with “Texts of Terror”?

• Scripture’s natural meaning sometimes runs contrary to the Gospel and, 
where it does, begs for a hermeneutical explanation.  Unlike Augustine, I 
would attribute these theological tensions to the fact that the Bible is both 
sacred and broken, which reflects God’s choice to sanctify the broken, 
human voices of Scripture as his divine word. (Sparks, 48)

• Bonhoeffer put it this way: “We must read this book of books with all 
human methods.  But through the fragile and broken Bible, God meets us 
in the voice of the Risen One.” …we have the paradoxical circumstance in 
which God’s creation and written word, though truly his, include horrible 
things that he neither created nor said.  These terrors, whether of life 
experience of biblical “texts of terror,” cannot be fully resolved by really 
smart human beings with well-honed hermeneutical tools.  They will only 
be resolved by the eschaton—by God’s redemptive activity to set his world 
aright through Christ. (Sparks, 49)



Three Buckets

Pastor Adam Hamilton suggests that scriptures fall into one of three buckets and this 
system can be helpful in understanding the Bible.  Those three “buckets” into which 
scriptures fall are:

1. Scriptures that express God’s heart, character and timeless will for human beings.

2. Scriptures that expressed God’s will in a particular time, but are no longer binding.

3. Scriptures that never fully expressed the heart, character or will of God.



Bucket One Scriptures:

Passages like the two great 
commandments: love God and 
love your neighbor. They include 
passages that call us to “do 
justice, love kindness and walk 
humbly with God,” and to “do 
unto others as you would have 
them do unto you.” Most of the 
Bible fits into this category –
capturing God’s heart, character 
and timeless will for humanity.



Bucket Two Scriptures:

Those that expressed God’s will for 
his people in a specific time and 
circumstances but which do not 
express the timeless will of God, 
include the command that males be 
circumcised, commands regarding 
animal sacrifices, clean and unclean 
foods, and hundreds of other 
passages in the Law. The Apostles, in 
Acts 15, determined that most of the 
laws like these were no longer 
binding upon Christians.



Bucket Three Scriptures:
Passages that never reflected God’s heart and will, is 
disconcerting to some. It challenges some deeply held 
beliefs about how God spoke and continues to speak 
through the biblical authors. Here are a few examples of 
scripture I don’t believe ever accurately captured God’s 
heart, character, or will: Leviticus 21:9 requires that if the 
daughter of a priest becomes a prostitute she must be 
burned to death. In Exodus 21:20-21, God permits slave-
owners to beat their slaves with rods provided they don’t 
die within the first 48 hours after the beating “for the 
slave is his property.” God commands the destruction of 
every man, woman, and child in 31 Canaanite cities and 
later kills 70,000 Israelites in punishment for David taking 
a census. These passages seem to me to be completely 
inconsistent with the God revealed in Jesus Christ who 
cared for prostitutes, commanded that we love our 
enemies, and gave his life to save sinners. 



Next week

• We will discuss some literary elements that we must remember when 
reading the library of the Bible

• Then, we will start a movie (finishing it the following week) on the 
Ancient Manuscripts of the Bible



Resource for your personal study

• Highly recommended for everyone 
in the class.

• Goes more in depth with many 
topics that we will covers

• Approaches the Scripture from the 
aspect of genre, like we will in class

• Available to all who will read it

• Suggested donation is $10





How can we interpret Scripture? Midrash
A philological method of interpreting the literal meaning of biblical texts. In time it 
developed into a sophisticated interpretive system that reconciled apparent biblical 
contradictions, established the scriptural basis of new laws, and enriched biblical 
content with new meaning. 
Jacob Neusner distinguishes three midrash processes:
1. paraphrase: recounting the content of the biblical text in different language that 

may change the sense;
2. prophecy: reading the text as an account of something happening or about to 

happen in the interpreter's time;
3. parable or allegory: indicating deeper meanings of the words of the text as 

speaking of something other than the superficial meaning of the words or of 
everyday reality, as when the love of man and woman in the Song of Songs is 
interpreted as referring to the love between God and Israel or the Church as in 
Isaiah 5:1-6 and in the New Testament.


