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Mark 1:1-3
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,
the Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way”
“a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.’”

Mark 1:14-15
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come
near. Repent and believe the good news!”



Mark 8:27-31
Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On
the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” They replied, “Some say
John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered,
“You are the Messiah.” Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. He
then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and
that he must be killed and after three days rise again.

Mark 16:6-8
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who
was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.
But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee.
There you will see him, just as he told you.’” Trembling and bewildered, the
women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone,
because they were afraid.

Colossians 2:17
These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is
found in Christ.

Luke 1:1-4
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been
fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from
the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, since I
myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you
may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.



1. A Real Encounter

Mark 1:1-3
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,
the Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way”
“a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.’”

“In Jesus Christ, the ideal has become real, the metaphysical has become
physical, the immortal has become mortal, the unapproachable has become
approachable, the invulnerable has become vulnerable, and the impossible
has become possible.”

- Tim Keller, King’s Cross

Mark 1:14-15
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come
near. Repent and believe the good news!”

2. A Missionary Encounter

Mark 8:27-31
Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On
the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” They replied, “Some say
John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” Jesus warned them not to tell anyone
about him. He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer



many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers
of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.

Mark 10:42-45
Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded
as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise
authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become
great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must
be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

“Using the early church as our guide, churches and individual Christians must
examine ourselves, our culture, and Scripture to work toward a new
missionary encounter with Western culture that will make the gospel both
attractive and credible to a new generation.”

- Tim Keller

3. A Progressive Encounter

Mark 16:6-8
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who
was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.
But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee.
There you will see him, just as he told you.’” Trembling and bewildered, the
women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone,
because they were afraid.


