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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show
R’ Ari,

| just wanted to let you know that | thoroughly enjoyed your podcast that you hosted on
Headlines this week. The guests were great and the questions and discussions were
thoughtful and practical. | shared it with others and hope that it will help people be
Mikadesh Shem Shamayim. Thank you.

Yitzie Pretter

In your recent podcast Rabbi Wasserman opined that a Rabbi who said that a person
should be proud that he is not allowed to shake the genders hand, is someone who is
"out of touch” with the workplace. As he said he does not want to see himself as a
pariah in the workplace rather as someone fully integrated.

| believe that the crux of the issue is not if this rabbi is out of touch, rather it is an
example of converging worldviews. In modern orthodox thought Rabbi Wasserman is
correct. He wants to fully engage the world, while keeping his identity as a Jew and
following all Halachik guidelines. As long as he is not being over an Aveira he wants to
be fully integrated and part of the wider society, of which the workplace is a part of. The

goal is to be modern and worldly, together with Orthodoxy being observed.

On the other hand Chareidy and Yeshivish Hashkafa is diametrically the opposite. As
Rav ELya Svei once screamed at the Aguda Convention we are Cavemen and proud of
it! Meaning that our goal is to live as Jews in as authentic and primary a way possible.
Sometimes that might necessitate going out to work and engaging in the broader world,
however that is not our identity and not our goal. When engaging in the world
functionality is the key word, not integration. We are separate and proud of it, while
engaging as little as possible with secular society. So yes we will be proud to be
separate and different. We will not mind seeing ourselves different and as a Pariah in

our minds eye. If we are seen as a Pariah in the non-Jews eye and that impedes our



ability to be as successful as necessary in the workplace that should be minimized as
much as Halachically and Hashkafically possible. However in our view of ourselves that
rabbi is in touch with the workplace and our Hashkafic values.

Levi Felsenthal

| heard last week's interview with Mrs Liss and was surprised that while she enlightened
the listeners about the unfortunate extramarital affairs involving Frum people, she did
not once suggest that a Rav should be consulted in connection with couples
overcoming the episode and staying together afterwards.

The guest host also never mentioned at any time that a Rav should be consulted if a
married woman is involved in an extramarital affair.

| think this omission can 1"n result in a 721won.
Thank you
Burl Sostchin
Show Suggestions
Hi,
Firstly, I would like to say that | was recently made aware of your shows and have been

'binge-listening' ever since. Thank you for all your work in putting them together.

| would like to suggest a topic for discussion; that would be the ethics and Halachah
behind online posts. Whether it be reviews of restaurants, general social media posts,
influencer marketing, etc.

| have a Frum friend who has a considerable Instagram following and is paid to leave
good reviews for businesses. He recently promoted a new restaurant positively, while

privately telling us that it was actually really bad, which left me appalled. He says he's



forced to by the businesses that support him (to which | replied 'then get into another

line of work’).

What are the ethics involved both from the business (are they allowed to demand that
someone lie?) and the influencers (‘stretching the truth’)? What are the potential Loshon
Hara issues around an ordinary person leaving a negative review of an establishment?
What about bloggers like Community Watch and others that share information about
potentially hazardous figures within the community? What responsibility so magazine
publishers have towards running ads in their pages? | personally am an Amazon
merchant and almost all sellers, exploit the Amazon review system with fake reviews to
get their items sold. Is this allowed? The list could go on and on; | think this would make

for a fascinating episode and would love to hear it broadcast soon!
Thanks Again,

Yonatan H.



Rabbi Sacks
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