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Rabbi Moshe Walter

Headlines Interview: Un- Lavish Living

Is there a value of being Tzanua with whatever someone has? In other words, should
we tone down the house (live in a smaller house or not have our house appear fancy),
buy less expensive cars than one can afford, not buy expensive clothing brands, and
the like. Or is the proper approach that Hashem has given us some money, be it a little
or a lot, and as long as we give maaser or chomesh, we are hashkafically free to spend

as much as we’d like in any way we’d like?

Three important points by way of Introduction:
makom for rich are poor and story with BHL and TT in chapter titled A Long Night on

page 47 where TT had the zechus of sharing a room in aninn in Minsk on his way
back from Volozhin BHZM Pesach when he was 18 in the book My Uncle the Netziv.
This shows that there are different strokes for different folks. There are rich and poor
just like there are kohanim, leviim, and yisraelim, and differences apply to each
element. Rich can and should use their money according to their upper standard of

living and donlk;ivve‘:ceil:lrtail or limit the way the spend.
He recalled that once after Maariv on Yom Kippur eve,
he found one of the rich men of the community standing
near him preparing to spend the night reciting Tehillim and
sleeping in the synagogue, a common practice among many
people. His reaction was firm: “No! This is not the way God
has decreed for the world to be run, even the spiritual one!
Only the poor, simple people who have no other way of
serving God and showing their gratitude for all His goodness
towards them should sleep in shul. You wealthy people, this
is not your task. Into your hands falls the task of performing
righteousness and charity with what He has given you—your
silver and your gold. Devote yourself, therefore, to acts of
goodness that can only be performed with money. Go home,
sleep in comfort on a soft pillow and under a warm blanket.
If you do this, your actions will be much more gratifying to

50d than depriving yourself of sleep or afflicting yourself in

_other wavs He has not asked of you.”

1.




2. The Rich should be more careful how they spend as everyone wants to be included
in rich population and therefore develop a problem of the poor over spending and
going into debt to keep up with Jones’s as CC says below in sefas tamaim chapter 5.
This has NM for making smachos, going on vacations, and what has become very
popular today to lease cars which is a typically a much more costly venture than
buying a new or used car because people want the nicest, most up to date car
which is the benefit of a lease.

3. Absolutely shouldn’t overspend because of what the goyim see and are saying- kli
yakar devarim 2:3 and in olelos efrayim about living a lavish and posh lifestyle;
wedding, world of food and clothing that can at times be over the top.
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This is a similar question - Is there an inyan of 1n'an% DX |'ato tame down spending,
for example, live in a reasonable house, drive a nice, but not over-the-top car, etc., so
we don’t cause others to be jealous?

Convenance versus extravagance and show which is a point that Rabbi Reisman makes
https://mishpacha.com/money-talks-3/ and | would add practical spending versus showy
spending.

This essentially means that wealthy people are entitled to make their lives as comfortable
as they wish. They’re not entitled to go out into the streets and throw their money all over in
a way that makes people feel inadequate and causes them pain.

Can you go on an expensive vacation (e.g. Pesach program) if there are Jews in your
community who can’t afford food? What about buying an expensive car?

This speaks to points we made earlier-

1. Rich can live aricher physical life and have the right to do so.

2. Convenance, practicality, and large family versus going to Cancun or Alaska.
However, who said that is a problem if a person has the means and where with all to
do so.


https://mishpacha.com/money-talks-3/

Is Chomesh a cap, or if there are needy, should we continue giving even in excess of
20% of our income?

Kesuvos 50- takanas Ushah so as not to be mitztarech to beruyos.

Rema paskens this Gemara and Mechaber does not, thus its a machlokes Mechaber and
Rema YD 249:1

Iggeros Moshe YD 1:143 says ’'maaseh not to be mevazbez more than a chomesh unless its
for pikuach nefesh

Chazon Ish told the Stepler that he gave more than a chomesh (Orchos Rabbeinu 1: page
294)

Rav Elyashiv told someone that he could give more than a chomesh and should tell BD shel
maalah his sevarah and if they don’t accept it, he will accept the geihenom (B’orach
hatzedakah Rabbi Feinhandler 1; footnote 19)

There are exceptions to this rule which the CC in AC volume 2 chapter 20 lists:

1. Ashir Muflag- citing chochmas adam and is also opinion of Sheilas Yaavetz 3
2. If someone has aregular and steady and good income
3. Someone whois an ashir and spends his money loosely all sorts of things already.

Are there any halachic requirements in how to celebrate a Bar Mitzvah? Any need for a
Kiddush? A weekend with meals and lots of guests? What are the pro and cons of
having a party to celebrate? Does it need to be on the day of the bar mitzvah itself?

BM is a Seudas mitzvah- maharshalin Yam Shel Shlomo end of BK and quoted ’halachah
by 2 9o X"xw n'o T"I 1"naTa1 770 "> n'o X"ana xn'xTd and therefore as a SM one should
honor the event properly. However, even within that we know that:

ein yafeh min hatzeniyus- luchos rishonos and sheniyos(Rashi)

BNY are bayshanim rachmanim and gmach(yevamos)

mida of yaakov, kol and pachim ketanim

baal tashchis

Lo Sisaveh and Lo Sachmod

However, there are three factors to take into account when making a simchah.

1. must know the child and what he needs.
2. what his parents and in laws want and need
3. what communal norm is.

Same question about a Bas Mitzvahs.



Shitos if BM is appropriate ’halachah which we will not get into depth here, but Rav Moshe
is clear in three teshuvos(Orach Chaim 1:104, 2:97, 4:36) written in the 1950’ s that a Bas
Mitzvah is absolutely not a seudas mitzvah. Rav Ovadya on the other hand quotes Rav
Moshe and disagree and posits that it is absolutely a seudas mitzvah 2 72n nyT nin' n"1v
0Ud |n'o

There are again varying communal standards about how to celebrate the milestone of Bas
Mitzvah and those places that do recognize this coming of age should also recognize that
same stand on spending for BM would apply for BM.

How should we relate to "over the top" bar and bas mitzvah parties in the frum
community? Is there a tznius issue with these types of parties? Alternatively, is it a
hidur mitzvah to go all out?
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Someone sent me the following in an email and | wanted to get your take on it: “Obviously |
have my own opinions about this issue including feeling that if you ban over the top
simchas for girls, you should do the same for boys, but | would be curious to hear halachic
perspectives on these issues.” In other words, is there a difference between Bar and Bas
Mitzvahs?

What about weddings? Are there minimum requirements for celebrating? Obviously,
this one is more complicated, because there’s the “other side” which may have a
different opinion.

Kli Yakar about extravagant weddings

NBY about making elaborate weddings and how goyim see that.

Creates a jealousy and must have a similar wedding.

Corona weddings and what people said about them.

What couple and mechutanim want and is expected per the community

What if a husband and wife disagree on how to spend money - does one have a
halachic right to decide rather than the other?

Clearly L’halachah it’s the husbands right and decision and has sole right to decide how to
spend the money. However, wisdom dictates that the husband should give his wife full
freedom how she wishes to spend money and that their relationship is strong enough to
respect and trust each other regarding money matters.

See BM 59a that indicates that for household matters one should consult with his wife.

See CC in BH above that many money problems stem from wife’s poor financial choices.
Be careful today saying that.



However, smart person and couple will work together to make proper financial decisions
and how to spend and what to spend on.

When buying Yom Tov clothing and jewelry for one’s wife, what standard is required?

Teshuvah | received from Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt”l that its “dy” for wife to purchase
something and tell her husband. However, every marriage is different, and every situation is
different. | am not sure that the chassan teachers would suggest that. But at least we
understand the baseline. Different expectations and varying financial abilities clearly will
play a role.
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