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Mark 8:1-21
During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to
eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for these
people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. If
I send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of
them have come a long distance.”
His disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get
enough bread to feed them?”
“How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven,” they replied.
He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven
loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to
distribute to the people, and they did so. They had a few small fish as well; he
gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them. The



people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. About four thousand were
present. After he had sent them away, he got into the boat with his disciples
and went to the region of Dalmanutha.
The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test him, they asked
him for a sign from heaven. He sighed deeply and said, “Why does this
generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to it.” Then he
left them, got back into the boat and crossed to the other side.
The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they had with
them in the boat. “Be careful,” Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast
of the Pharisees and that of Herod.”
They discussed this with one another and said, “It is because we have no
bread.” Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking
about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts
hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And
don’t you remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how
many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?”
“Twelve,” they replied. “And when I broke the seven loaves for the four
thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?”
They answered, “Seven.” He said to them, “Do you still not understand?”

A second feeding of thousands of people from the amount of food for one:
Mark 8:6,8
When he had taken the seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them and
gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people...the people ate and
were satisfied.

A demand for a sign from heaven that sounded annoyingly familiar:
Mark 8:11-13
To test him, they asked him for a sign from heaven. He sighed deeply and
said, “Why does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be
given to it.” Then he left them.



New boatride, same confusing conversation:
Mark 8:13-14,17
[Jesus] got back into the boat and crossed to the other side. The disciples
had forgotten to bring bread…”Why are you talking about having no bread?
Do you still not see or understand?’”

Mark 7:31
Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea
of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis.

Mark 5:15-20
When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by
the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they
were afraid. Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the
demon-possessed man—and told about the pigs as well. Then the people
began to plead with Jesus to leave their region. As Jesus was getting into the
boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him.
Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them
how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” So
the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had
done for him. And all the people were amazed.

Matthew 3:16-17
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love;
with him I am well pleased.”

Matthew 4:2-3
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to
him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”



Matthew 4:5-6
Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself
down. For it is written: ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they
will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a
stone.’”

“To Jesus such a demand was not due to the desire to see the hand of God;
it was due to the fact that they were blind to his hand. To Jesus the whole
world was full of signs; the corn in the field, the wheat in the loaf of bread, the
flowers on the side of the hill all spoke to him of God. He did not think that
God had to break in from the outside world; he knew that God was already in
the world for anyone who had eyes to see.”

- William Barclays

“As I look over the history of Christendom, I notice our minds are where our
hearts should be. The kingdom of Jesus has somehow become a religion of
the mind rather than a spiritual response of the heart. We focus on
psychological compliance rather than spiritual dependence upon the
teachings of Jesus and the guidance of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit.”

- Carl Medearis, Speaking of Jesus: The Art of Not-Evangelism

2 Corinthians 2:14-15
But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal
procession and uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him
everywhere. For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those
who are being saved.


