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Mark 9:30-37
They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to
know where they were, because he was teaching his disciples. He said to
them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They
will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” But they did not understand what
he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. They came to Capernaum.
When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on
the road?” But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about
who was the greatest. Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said,
“Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”
He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his
arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my



name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but
the one who sent me.”

Mark 9:33-34
“What were you arguing about on the road?” But they kept quiet because on
the way they had argued about who was the greatest.

At the times when we feel our faith is failing, maybe it’s actually forming.

Disorientation is the fire we are forged in.

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.”
- Deitrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship

Disorientation is not failure; it’s formation.

Disorientation is the journey taken by every disciple.

“Your desire for more of God than you have right now, your longing for love,
your need for deeper levels of spiritual transformation than you have
experienced so far is the truest thing about you. You might think that your
woundedness or your sinfulness is the truest thing about you or that your
giftedness or your personality type or your job title or your identity as husband
or wife, mother or father, somehow defines you. But, in reality, it is your desire
for God and your capacity to reach for more of God than you have right now
that is the deepest essence of who you are.”

- Ruth Haley Barton

Disorientation is how we learn deeper dependence.

Hebrews 13:8
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.



Disorientation is what we experience before dramatic transformation.

Genesis 1:1-2
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep,and the Spirit
of God was hovering over the waters.


