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The Gemara in Gittin 56b quotes n'm7'xa N> M ‘N D781 N> ' 78YNY' 1N AT XN as a
way of explaining how Hashem is quiet even when others rise against him. The Kli
Yakar on the passuk explains that the derasha is from n'2x which are o'7rn and the
explanation is that it's hard to stay quiet when a friend embarrasses you and attacks
you. One who does so is a 112 as it says Ny’ nx wapn 12 Inr'R. Hashem remained
quiet when Pharoah said who is Hashem and demonstrated nniaa. This is the trait of
one who goes beyond the “justice” of the situation. The sea saw this xn*12a and followed
suit fulfilling a greater plan of God’s despite the Jews being unworthy and copied its
Makers trait of nna.

Akiva Ibragimov

Hi Reb Dovid here is this week's riddle
There are a number of answers.

1. by the s'neh it says nTn W0 72y D7D NN {1TAVD DAYAN Dy DX AX'XINg, and rashi
says 72i77 D'TMY MDY LIT ARYIN 7V Y7 Wt 773 02T 7DNyRn IRy IRWY7 U DT N RN
Minn, and the 12th of the 13 middos of the braissa o rav yishmoel is "Davar hilomed
me'inyonoi vedavar hilomed misofo" and the sarai shel yam said " halalu ovdei avodah
zara vehalalu ovdei avodah zara" so first the sea didnt want to split but once it saw this

middah of rav yishmoel it split.

2. the gemara brochos 35b win! 77 :mxay '97 — 7ni7 TNA N 73227 NOOX|” 1320 N
AT 201N D2 20D — "NAT NYOXI” N7 TNYA L,|ANd? DMAT 7ID! — “'9n ATD MR 190
MQT LYIX TRYNY' . KRNI [ IVAY ) NYYA VIITE ,NYNIND YW Win DR YWOX NIK
N7¥ P00 RDR NN IR DD DWW DT DY DWW TR e xR ayeT
[AT2 7XIWY DINX T 7Y N'YYY ORI — Dipn 7Y i) 'wiy. so you could say that the
machlokes is that rav yishmoel holds that we are not somech on a nes that wil come so


http://topics/rabbi-yishmael-b-elisha
http://topics/shimon-bar-yochai
http://topics/jewish-people

therefroe he holds yax 30T anan |02 an1n however rav shimon ben yochai holds you can
be somech on a nes. and you could explain 03I nx1 o' that at first it was reluctant to
split and the medrash says it saw the braissa of rav yishmoel that holds we are not
somech on a nes so bnei yisroel should have gone a different path and only
afterwards o014 it followed rashbi that you are somech on a nes. the Sanz rebbe zatz"|
says this.

3. the koheles yitzchok says that the braissa of rav yishmoelis the 13 middos
she'hatorah nidreshes bohen, and the first is kal vechomer, and the sea knew that it
needed to split because in the future the yarden would split for yehoshua and if it splits
for yehoshua who is only a talmid of moshe, then kal vechomer it should split for moshe
himself. this is the meaning of the possuk 03I nx) 00, why? beacuse 1inx7 2@ [T - it
saw that the yarden would split for yehoshua, moshes talmid.

4. rav issur Zalman meltzer answers that the gemara in sanhedrin 73 brings a braissa of
rav yishmoel that you can kill a rodef in order to save a nirdef , so the sea said that it
could get rid of the mitzriyim to save bnei yisroel whos the nirdef. (im not sure about this
answer because there is a lengthy discussion about when this applies, and it doesn't
apply if you could break his limbs as opposed to kill him).

For another explanation see the Haggadas Maharaz.
Thank you very much for your great show!

Shloimy Berlin

Hi,

In response to the riddle of the week: as might be expected given the cryptic Midrash
Pliah, there are many opinions as to which Braisa of Rabbi Yishmael the midrash is
referring to.

1) Many believe that it is a reference to the famous Braisa d'Rabbi Yishmael that lists

the 13 midos shehaTorah nidreshes bahem. | suspect this is the correct answer since



that Braisa is the introduction to the Sifra and so it stands to reason that a generic
reference in the Midrash would be referring to it.

Why would this Braisa make the Yam Suf flee? Some say because it was a remez to
the 13 midos shel rachamim. Others say that it was a reminder that the Torah would be
nidrash once Klal Yisrael received the Torah. A third understanding is that one of the
midos is that of kal va'‘chomer, and so the Yam was presented with the kal va’‘chomer: if
the Yarden will split for Yehoshua, the al achas kama vkama you should split for

Moshe. (And others use other midos to provide explanations along similar lines.)

2) Others believe that it is a Braisa contained in Sanhedrin 73a in which D'Bei Rabbi
Yishmael learn out from the pasuk "v'ein moshia la" by a na'ara me'orasa one may Kill
her rapist (and, from there, we derive the general halacha that one may kill a rodef).

According to this explanation, the Yam saw that a nirdaf--in this case Bnei Yisrael--may
saved even if it means killing the rodef and so let them through and closed on the
Mitzrim.

3) A third opinion is that it refers to a Braisa one daf later in Sanhedrin 74a in which
Rabbi Yishmael derives from pesukim that if one is forced to choose between serving
avoda zara or being killed, he should serve the avoda zara so long as it's private;
however, if it is in public, he must be killed.

According to this explanation, the Braisa is coming to answer the objection of "hallalu
ovdei avodah zara v'halalu ovdei avodah zara": that may have been true, but even

avodah zara can be, in some cases, not a yehareg v'al yaavor if committed in private.

There are lots of other answers as well (Gittin 7a, Sota 3a, Menachos 34b, Sanhedrin
57a, Rosh Hashana 9a, that it's a reference to the original Yishmael etc.), but these
three seemed the most plausible to me.

Best,

David Birnbaum



| was thinking that the sea didn't want to split since hashem told it where to be by the 6
days of creation. It was supposed to stay put hashem said dai. But now it saw the
yidden who had in the torah to only say a brocho after eating and they made a kal
vachomer to say before eating. The sea saw that they were able to use the 13 middle of
rabbi yishmael to interpret the Torah. It too decided to interpret the torah and let them

through.

Avi Roth
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