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John 4:1-4

Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining 
and baptising more disciples than John – 2 although in fact it was not 
Jesus who baptised, but his disciples. 3 So he left Judea and went back 
once more to Galilee.
4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria 
called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the 
journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.











12 The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your 
father’s household to the land I will show you.
2 ‘I will make you into a great nation,

and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,

and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth

will be blessed through you.’
4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his 
nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had 
acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.
6 Abram travelled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at 
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to 
Abram and said, ‘To your offspring I will give this land.’ So he built an altar there to 
the LORD, who had appeared to him. Genesis 12:1-7





Jacob

• Born the second twin after Esau but God tells his mother Rebekah  
“the older will serve the younger”

• Persuades Esau to “sell” his birthright

• Deceives his father into thinking he is Esau and obtains his blessing.

• Flees!

• Goes to his uncle Laban is deceived into marrying the wrong sister.

• Deceives Laban in obtaining lots of his flock. 

• Flees again! 

• Has an encounter with God…..



Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred 
men; so he divided the children among Leah, Rachel and the two 
female servants. 2 He put the female servants and their children in 
front, Leah and her children next, and Rachel and Joseph in the 
rear. 3 He himself went on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven 
times as he approached his brother.
4 But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms 
around his neck and kissed him. And they wept….

18 After Jacob came from Paddan Aram, he arrived safely at the city of 
Shechem in Canaan and camped within sight of the city. 19 For a 
hundred pieces of silver, he bought from the sons of Hamor, the father 
of Shechem, the plot of ground where he pitched his tent. 20 There he 
set up an altar and called it El Elohe Israel. 

Genesis 33: 1-4, 18-20





Joshua

• Jacob has twelve sons including Joseph who becomes a ruler of Egypt

• Israelites made slaves in Egypt so God rescues them using Moses.

• God makes a covenant with the people of Israel and promises them a 
land. 

• Israelites are disobedient to God so wander in the desert for 40 years.

• Finally led to the promised land under Joshua. 



Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He 
summoned the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they 
presented themselves before God.
2 Joshua said to all the people, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, 
says: “Long ago your ancestors, including Terah the father of Abraham 
and Nahor, lived beyond the River Euphrates and worshipped other 
gods. 3 But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the 
Euphrates and led him throughout Canaan and gave him many 
descendants. I gave him Isaac, 4 and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I 
assigned the hill country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his family went 
down to Egypt.
5 ‘“Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the Egyptians by what I 
did there, and I brought you out….



…. So I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not 
build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that 
you did not plant.”
14 ‘Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away 
the gods your ancestors worshipped beyond the River Euphrates and in 
Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable 
to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the 
gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and 
my household, we will serve the LORD.’

Joshua 24: 1-5, 13-15



•Promise

•Peace

•Purpose



Promise

Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks 
you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given 
you living water.’
11 ‘Sir,’ the woman said, ‘you have nothing to draw with and the well is 
deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our 
father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also 
his sons and his livestock?’

Jesus answered, ‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 
again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. 
Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.’



For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.  

John 3:16



On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and 
said in a loud voice, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and 
drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers 
of living water will flow from within them.’ 39 By this he meant 
the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to 
receive. 

John 7:37-39



“ He made the camels kneel down near the well 
outside the town; it was towards evening, the 
time the women go out to draw water.” 

Genesis 24:11



Peace

Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to 
the people, 29 ‘Come, see a man who told me everything I’ve ever done. 
Could this be the Messiah?’ 30 They came out of the town and made their 
way towards him.
39.... Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of 
the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me everything I’ve ever done.’ 40 So when 
the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he 
stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers.
42 They said to the woman, ‘We no longer believe just because of what you 
said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is 
the Saviour of the world.’



Purpose

21 ‘Woman,’ Jesus replied, ‘believe me, a time is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You 
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has 
now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in the 
Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father 
seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in the Spirit 
and in truth.’
25 The woman said, ‘I know that Messiah’ (called Christ) ‘is coming. 
When he comes, he will explain everything to us.’
26 Then Jesus declared, ‘I, the one speaking to you – I am he.’



•Promise
•Of eternal life and living water

•Peace
•Giving God your past

•Purpose
• Fresh vision in a life of worship





• Promise – ‘but whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in 
them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.’

• Peace – ‘Many of the Samaritans from that town believed 
in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me 
everything I’ve ever done.’

• Purpose – “the true worshippers will worship the Father 
in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of 
worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his 
worshippers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”


