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Selected audio from our listeners

Comments on the Show

Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here
Comments on the show 3 click here
Comments on the show 4 click here
Comments on the show 5 click here
Comments on the show 6 click here
Comments on the show 7 click here
Comments on the show 8 click here
Comments on the show 9 click here
Comments on the show 10 click here
Comments on the show 11 click here
Comments on the show 12 click here
Comments on the show 13 click here

Comments on the show 14 click here
Comments on the show 15 click here
Comments on the show 16 click here

Comments on the show 17 click here

Comments on the show 18 click here
Comments on the show 19 click here

Comments on the show 20 click here

Comments on the show 21 click here
Comments on the show 22 click here
Comments on the show 23 click here
Comments on the show 24 click here

Comments on the show 25 click here

Comments on the show 26 click here

Comments on the show 27 click here

Comments on the show 28 click here
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Answers to the Questions
Answers to the questions 1 click here
Answers to the questions 2 click here
Answers to the questions 3 click here
Answers to the questions 4 click here
Answers to the questions 5 click here

Answers to the questions 6 click here
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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions

| would like to answer your second riddle of your last show. Since | am not sure how to

send you a voice message | am writing to you here.

You only say you don't have to spend more than Homesh (in a Lav which is Shev V'eal
Taaseh), when the loss is Inevitable. In the case of the Dayan it's only a SHEMA a loss
will happen

Thanks
Mordi Mandel

Comments on the Show
Hi R’ David,

| listened to the show of you interviewing Rabbi’'s Lederman & Dalfin about the Rebbe &
Rav Shach.

Full disclosure, I am a Lubavitcher & a proud Chasid of the Rebbe. | enjoyed the
program a lot. | thought you were very respectful & impartial. (I enjoyed your Vertlach &

insights very much as well)

| just wanted to send you these 2 audio clips. (To hear click & herd). They're very
short & told first hand by R’ Gelis | think that’s his name. He was at one time the editor
of the Yated.

He tells a quick story of Rav Shach telling R’ Gelis father to bring his Seforim that he
authored on Rashi Al Hatorah to the Rebbe (which very much surprised him) for a

Haskama & that would very much benefit him.

The reason I'm sending it, is because | found it somewhat interesting that Rabbi
Lederman when asked if he thought Rav Shach thought of the Rebbe as a Gadol, quite
emphatically answered, definitely not. His reasoning, because in order to be a Gadol
you need to learn 18 hours daily. | found that interesting. | may be ignorant on this, but
don’t know where it states the 18 hour rule. | also don’t know how he knows the Rebbes


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1P9-7FbeFYxSrwtkcBgBCv5lsBCMXeY5D
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pW-_F6mgV9SaWUmp0_D6JV9Gx5DvS8RT

schedule & amount of time spent on learning. (As you correctly pointed out the story
with the Rambam as well.. it just so happens to be the Rebbe was a huge fan of the
Rambam).

Anyway, that's why I’'m sending you this audio. | figured if Rav Schach sent him to the
Rebbe, it probably says something about what he believed.. despite they're
disagreements.

Thank you very much for your programs. | look forward to listening to more. May we all
be Zoche to the ultimate Shabbos Nachamu! nnini naw 17pw o

Thanks,

Berel Bronstein

Yasher Koach for another fascinating episode. | wanted to add some light into the thinking of the
Lubavitcher Rebbe and how he saw the difference in opinion.

On the o9 in the end of the 7%°an that >>7 was °"wA iR 279 "M1¥1 comments because nxpn
2w 7M. Ina amw of A"Swn oo the Rebbe explained the npyonn as follows. Some of the
1770 didn't find it appropriate for a member of the 197710 to be 79»% mawn and no less to a 79
such as wymwnx. However *>7n felt that it was H&w» 595 nawb and therefore that was most

important.

On a deeper level, the Rebbe quoted from the nxa “y2wvyaxa that on the Gemara 2,22 m>2 of
WX 2700 the X3 asks nanwn 807 1nMN? The X3 answers 107N o7 2°7°00w I KX
nanwn. In the snow1 it says the same thing with one difference, na1ann 1nn. Based on this the
in that nmw the Rebbe explained the np12mn between *>77 and other members of the 97710 was
a np1onn between the *922 and “nwy. The Lubavitcher Rebbe's all the way from the >29 qvuox
used to say that when doing another 7>x a favor 1133 2y A& 1K1 1291 1 AWy, so it won't hurt
your 70 1n.

The v"wya said that the nnw1 of a 7°& comes down onto this world and lives 70-80 years just to do
a 72w for a TXR in Nrama2 vI9 M nws. The Lubavitcher Rebbe ¥™1 didn't view that his mission
is in 77°no with fnwh 7n. From o»na the Rebbe demanded over and over again that they have
to be on the level of jnaX 1070 so much so that there is no 711 >7°% in most m2>w° 1"an. All



projects of spreading Yiddeshkeit was exclusive for 270% v like Friday afternoons or 12
aghtaj o

On your last point about m7nx, being in the 9 days m7nx is of pivotal importance. Our
communities are much stronger because we stand together to strengthen Sxaw> %%5 through
advocacy and to fight all who try to hinder the 7wy7p of 770 and °m. The "¢ of Lubavitch and
T2 Py 277 put aside any differences to fight the 775w movement. | don't think we can speak
badly of the stronger mnx today and my 1%°on is that as a result of this we merit that this 7ywn

axa should be celebrated as a 7917 in the literal sense with 7712 of “w>own wipnn noa.

,TIAd

Q7N 7N

Hi Reb Dovid,

I am sure you will shortly be inundated by emails from outraged Lubavitchers, about the recent
interview you had with R' Lederman, regarding the reason why R' Shach opposed to Lubavitcher
Rebbe.

As a great admirer of your show, and the widespread success it has among our Chareidi circles,
there is certainly a responsibility that history does not get rewritten. Although | grew up in a
respected Chabad family (whose origin is not Chabad), | attended a non-Chabad Cheder and
Mesifta until | turned 18 years of age. As such, | lived through much of what occurred and have
a bit of a unique perspective on it. That is why | personally was shocked at the relatively “easy
pass" Rabbi Lederman was given in his recent interview. Many, if not all of his views, were
fanciful and rife with “shooting the arrow first and then painting the target around it afterward".

I will not address some of his outrageous claims (such as the Rebbe was not a Godol because he
did not learn 18 hours a day - something which flies contrary to the explicit Gemoro Berochos
32b how Chasidim Horishonom, Torosom Mistameres U'Melachtom Misbareches).

He made it sound like Chabad has not generated any Israeli Baalei Teshuvah, which is ever more
preposterous then the prior statement. As the Kli Yakor quotes, Haroitzeh Leshaker, Yarchik

Eidim. Both those statements can be refuted by the myriad of Israeli Baalei teshuvah, and the



copious amounts of printed Sichos and Chidushei Torah from the Rebbe, more than any Rosh

Yeshiva or Godol in the last many centuries!

R' Lederman also tried to qualify the main part of R' Shach's animosity towards Chabad as
primarily with regard to the Rebbe "interference" with Israeli politics. I won’t get into the fact
that the notion that since the Rebbe was sitting in Brooklyn, meant that he did not have his finger
on the pulse of Israeli politics, beggars belief. The fact that almost every Israeli dignitary,
general, politician or even major Askan, who came to New York, sought the Rebbe's advice, and
ALL of them walked away amazed at how in touch the Rebbe was with what was happening in
Israel, is well documented.

What is even more ironic, is that R' Shach's attacks on the Rebbe and Chabad predate the start of
Degel Hatorah, which only began in 1988. The Rebbe did have the support of the Gerrer Rebbes
(multiple ones) who were at the forefront of the Agudas Yisroel party (whom Chabad semi-
officially endorsed in the 1988 elections). There was many a time (prior to Degel Hatorah) when
R' Shach would speak againt the Rebbe at a Agudas Yisroel gathering and the Gerrer Rebbe, his
brother and many other Chasideshe Rebbes, would walk out as a result.

To get to the meat of it, there were many times that R' Shach attacked Chabad and the Rebbe
personally, yet I am only aware of three times over 40+ years that the Rebbe even responded on
any level. Allow me to provide you with some sources:

1) R' Shach attacking the Rebbe personally: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npA5zelJfVjs

2) R' Shach called Chabad non-Jews (something very unprecedented). Other comments were
made other times about Mikvahs being Posul and Chabad people being Ben Nidahs etc.
etc.) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOX9y14GI6s

3) One of the most famous arguments took place during the Gulf War. Attached is a great
booklet with great references (starting Pg 13) which makes clear the Rebbe's position (starting
Pg 19). Attached is also the full famous Sicha that the Rebbe said then about this subject. I
believe you can find what R' Shach said online from the Yated Neman. Here is also an
interesting article on the subject that was written then http://www.jta.org/1990/12/31/archive/lubavitcher-

rebbe-rejects-assertion-that-holocaust-was-divine-punishment
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As for the only three times the Rebbe actually responded to any ad hominem attacks against
himself or Chabad:

a) The Holocaust Sicha referenced in #3 above.

b) This video starts off innocuous but then, as my father A"H put it, it appears that the Rebbe
releases 40 years of "frustration” out: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUQO-9SI2Rfo

c) This goes back to 1980, in a Sicha that was said Erev Shavuos. There was a Lag Be'omer
parade in Israel a couple of weeks prior and R' Shach came out and condemned it. The Rebbe
never mentioned him by name but in essence said that there must be a Pesul in his (R' Shach's)
Tefillin. See the link here for the Sicha and explanation, starting at #4: http://www.sichos-in-

english.org/books/sichos-in-english/6/04.htm

Chabad legend has it that once this was said, they went to get R' Shach's Tefillin checked in
order to be able to knock the Rebbe and declare him a 'false prophet’ etc. (I heard this from non-
Chaabd people involved at the time). Lo' and behold, there was a Pesul found in the Tefillin.
This is solidified by the fact that nothing was ever mentioned of the story again by the other side.
Obviously, today others claim that the Tefillin were never checked, but to me, the chance of
checking the Tefillin and having such a Shtuch against the Rebbe would be irresistible.

Anyway, as there is ample anecdotal and written evidence that statements made by R' Shach
(some of them crossing some serious lines and allegations) about Chabad and the Rebbe,
seriously predate R' Shachs individual foray into Israeli politics, thereby refuting that position
from the get go. R' Shach was not shy to voice his opinion publicly (as you can see from the
videos and the myriad of printed excerpts from his Shmoozen etc.) so why R' Lederman cannot
point to one public speech where R' Shach claims his issue with the Rebbe is because of his lack

of Israeli political experience and understanding, is quite telling.

To reiterate, | want to say that | very much enjoy your show and only wish that you had brought
on a Chabad person to address these matters directly (as opposed to R" Chaim Dolphin, who
addressed an earlier period in Chabad history). | understand if that was not possible due to the
sensitive nature of the target audience, but then, if two sides cannot be represented properly

without running the risk of alienating people, perhaps the subject should be avoided altogether.

With much admiration and respect,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUO-9Sl2Rfo
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http://www.sichos-in-english.org/books/sichos-in-english/6/04.htm

Rabbi Sruli Schochet Esq.
(562) 310-1111

Rav Avigdor Miller on Rav Shach and the Lubavitcher Rebbe

https://torasavigdor.org/rav-avigdor-miller-on-rav-shach-and-the-lubavitcher-rebbe-2/

Moshe Krause

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,

As a Lubavitcher | listened with much interest to your latest Headlines Podcast.

| listened to Rabbi Lederman, and found his arguments as interesting as it was strange.
If I may | would like to make just a comment or 2 (though | have a lot more to say).

He made a bizarre claim that Chabad has not made Ba’alei Teshuvos in Israel! That is
extremely bizarre, and it is known that '‘wa'x mpwn X7 ™77 XT2ayT Xn'7n on the other
hand it says that ImiTy 7'n7* Apw? nxinn. | guess the latter anxn won out here. Not only
has Chabad made a massive amount of Ba’alei Teshuvo, but they have also preserved
the commitment of Yidishkait to myriads of traditional Jews.

The funny man complained about the fact that the Chabad school system is under
Mamlachti Da’ati and not Chinuch Atzmai (which BTW Tzanz also does). He does not
realize that the reason was to actually keep as many traditional families as possible to
send their kids there instead of worse places. The success of Chabad in Israel in
regards to keeping the embers of yidishkait strong is well known.

In regards to his proof in regards to the Knesset representation. It quite simple. There
are 2 Dinim here, 1. The actual Chabad community. 2. In regard’s to all the Mekurovim.

In regards to the community we have always played a role, and Pindrus would not be
sitting in the Knesset today without Chabad votes (even though many people value

Shleimus Ho’oretz more than anything else).
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In regards to the Mekurovim, the Rebbe had a principled opinion that we take an
apolitical stance (the only expection being in 89, where we did accomplish a lot more
then they dreamed we would), because that is the only way to accomplish what we want
to accomplish.

Now that may be the crux a real policy conflict, where the Rebbe feels it is better to be
Mekarev people and ignore their politics, and Rav Shach held that we should ignore
their yidishkait completely if we cannot get them to be aligned with our politics. However
that provides Zero proof as to how many embers of Yidishkait have been kept strong.

Another point should be mentioned. He claimed that Rav Shach had nothing against
Chassidim (this is after he flubbed and assumed that the Rebbe did not learn LOL, and
was then asked about other Rebbe’s also LOL). Yet he mentioned in the Beginning that
Rav Shach did not like new Yomim Tovim that were not instituted by the no1 'wix
n71man (obviously with reference to days like Yud Tes Kislev). We let that slip, but that
actually revealed a deep seated old antipathy to Chassidus and not just to Chassidus
Chabad.

| want to just make one (of many) comments to retort.

He claimed that you cannot be a Godol if you don’t learn 18 hours a day. | can then be
rest assured that Rav Shach was not a Godol, because in the 70’s when he became the
Godol Hadoir, he was spending a lot more time on Klal matters to be learning even
close to 18 hours a day. We would also have to say that Rav Aharon Kotler was not a
Godol because in America he did have as much time to learn.

With much respect.
Nochum Shmaryohu Zajac
Hi, thanks for another great show.

When you said how great Rav Aaron's head was, that even Rav Nochum Troker the lluy
couldn't keep up with him past Kings Highway, so your interviewee said that the Grid
Zt"l from Boston had a head like that. | don't know; maybe, you once said from Rav



Shamshon Brodsky astonishing praises about his greatness and Rabbi Genack applied
to him what the Rambam wrote about the Ri Migash. | personally wouldn't say anyone
because it's not something easily or maybe even possible to measure but if he's already
mentioning names, | would say Rav Moshe Feinstein zt"l and maybe Rav Ruderman
zt"l.

| was surprised that you compared Rabbi Feldman and the other American Rosh
Yeshivos to the Lubavitcher Rebbe in that they're meddling into Israeli politics without
being there and knowing what's going on. Respectfully, their involvement is being
solicited by the Israeli Gedolim whilst the Rebbe's wasn't.

Yaakov M. Berger

Re. This week's show highlighting the "Machlokes" between Rav Shach and the
Lubavitcher Rebbe, it seems that you're missing the second half of the show. Rabbi
Dalfin was certainly interesting in discussing the issues between Reb Aaron and
Lubavitch but we never heard a Chabadnik respond to the issues brought up by Rabbi
Lederman re. the Rebbe's involvement in Israeli politics, the effectiveness of Chabad in
EY, the Lamdus of the Rebbe considering he wasn't learning 18 hours a day, etc. Rabbi
Lederman didn't mention the actual positions where R' Shach disagreed with the Rebbe
vis a vis the holocaust, or giving back land for peace, etc, etc. | think it would be very

helpful to have on Rabbi Chaim Miller who | heard is very well versed on these subjects.
Daniel Fishman

Firstly, thank you for adding some words of explanation regarding the concept of
"Gadol".

It pains me deeply that the Oilam doesn't recognize the Rebbe as the giant in Torah that
he was.

The way it sounds to the uneducated listener is, that from the day Rebbe became
leader, he stopped learning.



This couldn't be farther then the truth!

In fact, the Rebbe authored and published more Chidushay Torah than all of the well-
known and excepted Gedolim in the Yeshivishe world!

The 39 volumes of his Likutay Sichos are a monumental work that has no parallel.
These Sichos were compiled from the thousands of hours of Torah that he spoke at
the Farbrengens throughout his leadership. He prepared for these Sichos, and the
Chassidim were challenged to question his explanations. Rabbonim and Roshei
Yeshiva would send in their questions and he would answer them.

Every free moment the Rebbe learned, which amounted to many hours a day. (The
Rebbe was up an average of 20 hours a day. He would also stay up the entire Thursday
and Friday night to learn as per his father in laws request many years earlier).

The Rebbe had correspondence in learning with the greatest Lamdonim of our time as

well.

To represent the Rebbe as a "doer" for Klal Yisroel but not a learner, is a blatant lie and
absolute chutzpah. It is only that the Rebbe dedicated more time than others and was
able to accomplish so much in that time for saving Am Yisroel as well.

| hope you can clarify this most important message to the Oilam as well.
Nd WYN!
JIvY 9Tvn
Dear Reb Dovid,

I've been listening to you show for years, and aside from the wonderfully relevant topics,
your line of honest questioning and precision is refreshing. You don'’t let the guest slip
something in, and run away with a passive comment. You hold to a true dialogue.

| am a Lubavitcher Chosid and simultaneously part of the Frum world.



My mother’s family isn’t Lubavitch, and my father’s side is Lubavitch, going back to the

old country.

Since I'm around 15, I've listened to thousands on lectures and Shiurim (first tapes and
then online) from Litvish people, and I'm certainly well rounded in the Frum world.

| attended a non-Chabad yeshiva high school in Flatbush. | was a counselor at Camp
Simcha (Chai Lifeline) for 8 sessions, so BH | have many beautiful friends who are very
‘Lakewood,” and | was the token Lubavitcher back then to address all their

misunderstanding about Chabad.

| currently attend a Litvish Shul each week for Shabbos Mincha/Sholosh Seudos - and

it's wonderful.

| have a weekly Seder Limud at my local Lakewood Kollel, with one of the incredible
Kollel Yungerleit, here in LA.

With my background and understanding, it's clear to me, that while someone may love
their Rosh Yeshiva, their relationship is entirely different from Chabad Chasidim to the
Rebbe.

The Rebbe is like Moshe Rabanu, Rashi and Rambam - the Nasi Hador.

Your audience, as you fondly say to your guests from time to time, are “very knowable
and educated,” so | feel this topic shouldn’t be swept under the rug the way it has in the

last episode.

| don’t believe you see R. Shach the way we see the Rebbe, but if you do, | understand
why you can’t push too hard on the topic - you are a human being and this could be
hurtful (1 don’t say this lightly or pejoratively).

The topic should have been avoided if that was the case, because the emotional

component is too grave.

| hope you will keep to the standers of your program and revisit the topic with honesty,
the way you address all other topics, even though it will be bothersome to you and a

majority of your audience.



The person stating what R. Shach said about the Rebbe was silly, and you didn’t
confront him as you do all guests. His timeline was off and things he said were
ridiculous. The 10 minutes you added to the episode (somewhat apologetically)
addressing his views, didn’t do it justice. It appeared that you “justified” his view that the
Rebbe wasn’t a Gadol.

The person who spoke about Chabad had no relationship to the first presenter and
frankly you should had someone more insightful, like Rabbi Laibel Schapiro. He's a
member of Vaad Rabonai Lubavitch. Served as one of the Rebbe’s chief editors on
Lekutai Sichos, before he was sent to Miami as Rosh Yeshiva and Rov. He grew up in
Cleveland (with all sorts of Jews). Over the years in Miami he’s interacted with all the
Rabbonim when they came down for the winter (from Satmar to Torah V’'daas). I'm sure
you recall the Daf Yomi that was over the phone in the 80s and 90s. He did many of
those Shiurim, and from the very few Maggidei Shiurim that did the English version and
the Yiddish version. A huge Talmud Chachom, and a very well rounded and insightful
person. He will certainly do this topic justice, so | hope you consider him when dealing
with this topic (or any future episode pertinent to Chabad Hashkafa, Gemara, Halacha,
community affairs, Bochurim/Yeshiva matters or Chasidus).

Reb Dovid, Chabad is popular now, so maybe it is in fact appropriate to bring honesty to
this old issue, and allow Chabad a voice. If you are considering to complete the topic, |
urge you to please bring your fullness as you would any of your amazing episodes
(except for the one unfortunate episode when you had a guest host, and one of the
guests on the show was a Rabbi from the Mir who made fun of a Baal Teshuva for not
having the same knowledge as his 15 year old son...oy was that was cringeworthy! He
went on to bash BTs and lay ridiculous claims about their feeblemindedness as a
community. Very odd).

In closing, | am a huge fan and you bring joy to my life.
Warmly,

N.S.



This is what | found about rabbi Aharon Kotler and rabbi Schneur Kotler and the
Lubavitcher Rebbe, a interesting story that shows the relationship between Rabbi Kotler
and the Rebbe and also mentions a story which part of it was mentioned on the last
show.

https://chabadinfo.com/exclusive/making-of-a-godol-rabbi-shneur-kotlers-shiduch/

Wednesday, v"vwn'i ax Y, August 7" 2019

LW Y 7T 200 720

| would like to begin by expressing my sincere gratitude for the "Headlines™ podcasts. The topics
that are discussed are always both captivating and stimulating, with all sides of the topics being
well-represented.

Quite controversial statements and opinions are regularly expressed, yet that is not a reflection of
the inadequacy of the Torah, but to the contrary; it is a reflection of the great vastness of the
Torah, which tolerates the 770 >w annnon, or — as the Zohar often states — the 7110 o°10 oovaw.

However, during the last "Headlines" podcast, a sensitive issue was analyzed. The title was
"Maran Harav Shach and the Lubavitcher Rebbe: 30 years later understanding their Hashkafik
and Halachic differences".

Understandably, the topic is very intriguing for many. Yet one snippet of the conversation was
profoundly appalling, as it was imbued with Chutzpah, complete falsehoods, and most
importantly; a vile misinterpretation of the definition of a "Gadol Be'Yisroel".

The following is the snippet of the podcast that 1 am referring to [it begins at about forty five
minutes, and fifty five seconds in to the podcast];

Reb Dovid Lichtenstein: "Do you know if he (Rav Shach) respected him (the Rebbe) as an
individual? Did he (Rav Shach) recognize him (the Rebbe) as a Gadol Be'Yisroel?"

Rabbi Yissachar Dov Lederman: "Definitely not".

Reb Dovid Lichtenstein: "Interesting. And is it because of this politics that caused him to do

so?"
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Rabbi Yissachar Dov Lederman: "No, no, no... in order to be a Gadol Be'Yisroel you have
to learn eighteen hours a day".

Reb Dovid Lichtenstein: "He was a very big Talmid Chochom; you can see from his Torah".

Rabbi Yissachar Dov Lederman: "Wait, wait, wait; | am not denying his being a Talmid
Chochom since | know absolutely nothing about it. But all the Gedolim, including Rav
Shach, and Rav Elyashiv, and Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman and others were learning
nonstop".

Reb Dovid Lichtenstein: "And I'm curious; did Rav Shach feel the same way about other
Rebbes, cause let's face it; a lot of other Rebbes don’t learn eighteen hours a day; it's more of
a Litvishe thing".

Rabbi Yissachar Dov Lederman: "I really, really cannot answer this question. But I
definitely can say that one of the reasons for which he may not look; I cannot say that he did
not, because I don’t know, but the way Rav Shach conducted his life, starting with learning,
and ending with learning, and running from davening to learning, and from learning to
davening, and taking off from learning just enough time to do whatever is absolutely
necessary is not something which was done by the Rebbe".

Dissecting Rabbi Lederman's words, and properly responding to them is a time-consuming task,
yet | firmly believe that one cannot remain silent in the face of such an unfortunate statement,
and hence, I will attempt to undertake this sacred task.

As | stated earlier, there are primarily three issues that must be addressed; the complete
falsehoods, the Chutzpah and most importantly, the vile misinterpretation of the definition of a
"Gadol Be'Yisroel".

| will begin with the former issue.

Rabbi Lederman stated: "The way Rav Shach conducted his life, starting with learning, and
ending with learning, and running from davening to learning, and from learning to davening, and

taking off from learning just enough time to do whatever is absolutely necessary is not



something which was done by the Rebbe", thereby implying that the Lubavitcher Rebbe did not
prioritize limmud haTorah, as did other Gedolim Be'Yisroel.

Nothing, however, can be more distant from the truth.

The Rebbe's tremendous diligence in his study of Torah is well documented. Although the Rebbe
incorporated endless care and concern for klal yisroel in to his life and his day-to-day schedule,
he still used every spare moment of his day for the study of Torah. His intense diligence resulted

in him learning Torah for enormous amounts of time each day and night.

Once, after the hakkafos concluded on Simchas Torah at three or four in the morning, and the
Rebbe returned to his room as he always did, a bochur dared to peek through the blinds of his
room to see what the Rebbe would be doing at such a late hour, following hours of singing and
dancing. The bochur was amazed, yet not surprised, to find the Rebbe delving deeply in to his
Gemara.

Dozens upon dozens of similar well documented stories confirm the relentless diligence of the

Rebbe in his Torah study, and it is needless to quote them all.

His diligence is also quite evident in his well over one hundred and fifty seforim, which cover
every topic and section of the Torah. In his seforim, the Rebbe demonstrated his decisive breadth
of knowledge, and his irrefutable depth of understanding. Beginning from his navigating through
a complex sugya in shas, to exploring a difficult rambam; from scrutinizing a rashi, to
explaining the depth of a machlokes between the Talmud bavli and the Talmud yeruhslami; this
all but demonstrated the tremendous diligence of the Rebbe in his Torah study’.

This was not just something that the Rebbe himself practiced; rather, the Rebbe also demanded

the utmost diligence in Torah study from his chassidim.

! Thus, it is not for no reason that Reb Moshe Feinstein, the Posek Hador of last generation, referred to the Rebbe as
"hagaon hamefursam" (Igros Moshe Orach Chaim volume 1 letter 92); a title also used for the Rebbe by Rav
Yitzchak Yaakov Weiss in Minchas Yitzchak (volume 2 letter 122). Similarly, Rav Menashe Klein referred to the
Rebbe as "hagaon . . . sinay ve'oker harim™ (Mishneh Halachos volume 1 letter 14), while Rav Ovadiah Yosef stated
regarding the Rebbe "lo passik pumei megirsa" (see Gemara Bava Metzia 86,a). Similar comments regarding the
Rebbe were also made by countless other Gedolei Yisoel.

These few titles offer us a mere glimpse of the deep respect that the Rebbe earned amongst Gedolei Yisroel as a
gaon, masmid, and talmid chochom.



Indeed, the Rebbe once said in a private audience that a bochur who wishes to go on shlichus,
and disseminate Torah and yiddishkeit, but cannot schmooze in a & naRkw or a i My at any
given moment, is disgracing the entire lineage of the Lubavitcher Rebbeim (see 2v71p 0121 oy

page 46).

In conclusion, Rabbi Lederman's outlandish claim that the Rebbe lacked true diligence in his
Torah study, and he did not prioritize the study of Torah, is categorically false.

Rabbi Lederman clearly, though, grossly mischaracterized the definition of the term "Gadol
Be'Yisroel".

The precise term "Gadol Be'Yisroel" does not have much precedent. Although it is commonly
used nowadays to describe great leaders, it is not a term that is commonly used in earlier texts
(e.g. Mishnah, Gemara, Rishonim and early Acharonim), and thus, common sense coupled with

basic Jewish history is necessary to properly define the term "Gadol Be'Yisroel".

Certainly, Rabbi Lederman would agree that Moshe Rabbainu was a "Gadol Be'Yisroel”. In fact,
Moshe Rabbainu was not just an ordinary “"Gadol Be'Yisroel”, rather, he was the first "Gadol
Be'Yisroel" in Jewish history. Furthermore, Moshe Rabbainu is widely perceived as the greatest

"Gadol Be'Yisroel" in Jewish history.

Accordingly, a careful analysis of the specific characteristics that Moshe Rabbainu possessed
that earned him the position of "Gadol Be'Yisroel” would surely shed light on the precise

definition of a "Gadol Be'Yisroel".

The Torah (Shemos, 3) records how Moshe was shepherding his father-in-law's sheep in Midyan,
when Hashem appeared to him from within the burning "sneh", and he was appointed to be the
"Gadol Be'Yisroel”; i.e. to take the Yidden out of Mitzrayim, and to lead them to Eretz Yisroel.

The obvious question, however, is: Why Moshe?
Two explanations are offered for this. The Midrash Tanchuma (Warsaw, Shemos, 12) states:

"I P AWNY 22N 207 2RI WY PINY 102 212 O W3 N1 PUTN wn K17 N2 wTpn k" [i.e.
since Moshe endangered his life on behalf of his fellow Yid, who was being attacked by an



Egyptian officer, (by killing the officer, and thus being compelled to flee to Midyan), therefore
he deserved to redeem the Yidden from Mitzrayim].

The Midrash Rabbah (Shemos 2:2) takes an alternative approach;

IOXTW 10D NOOMD YOATW TV PIMR P T 03001 112 12792 170 5w OIRY I3 212wn 1YY A awn awd”
2197 NP7 PV YT N KD IR MR DX TWH IOATW 1D MWD 2TAT AV 2% DWW 11277217 7371 nono
TN 70 4T MW W ONRY N7 200 77 W RN N2 WITR MR T80 7O 19°N3 5V 120077 AR Y XnY
"TY T AW I SRS XY ayan anR [i.e. when Moshe Rabbainu was once shepherding the
sheep of Yisro, one of the sheep fled "Chasis" (see Etz Yosef, Pirush Maharzav, Matnos Kehuna,
and Chiddushei HaRadal), where the sheep stopped to drink from a pool of water before it.
When Moshe approached the sheep, he told the sheep "I did not know that you were thirsty; you
must be exhausted"”. Moshe then lifted the sheep and carried it on his shoulder. Upon witnessing
this, Hashem said to Moshe "You have pity even on a sheep, thus, you will be shepherd my
sheep; the Yidden"].

None of these sources suggest that Moshe Rabbainu was selected to be the "Gadol Be'Yisroel"
because he learnt eighteen hours a day. In fact, the Torah explicitly states that Moshe Rabbainu
dedicated much of his time to shepherding sheep! And yet, he was selected to be the "Gadol
Be'Yisroel". Why? Because he demonstrated deep care, concern and sensitivity for his fellow
Jew, or more so — for an exhausted sheep!

Moshe Rabbainu's deep care and concern for the Jewish people is evident throughout the Torah.
Beginning from his unimaginable boldness toward Hashem following the 2avn xvn (see Shemos
32, Gemara Berachos 32,a and Gemara Sanhedrin 102,a), to his salvaging the Yidden following
the o°93 7 xvn (see Bamidbar 14, and Gemara Berachos 32,a), this is a recurring theme
throughout the Torah.

Needless to say, Moshe Rabbainu tirelessly studied Torah throughout his lifetime, but evidently,
that was not was why Hashem selected him to be the "Gadol Be'Yisroel"; Hashem selected him
because of his deep care and concern for the Yidden.

Certainly, Rabbi Lederman would similarly agree that Dovid HaMelech — who is widely

perceived at the greatest king in Jewish history — was a "Gadol Be'Yisroel”. Now, although



Dovid HaMelech toiled greatly in the study of the Torah, (see Gemara Berachos 4,a), the
Midrash Rabbah (ibidem) states:

TP MRV 71D 71T IRYAT R TITY DT IRY IVIN WM KT 702 020 207X WA PR ma on”
7D MYY D°I0PT RO IO 020 C10N DONTAT VI O QWAT K297 1M IR MIRDINN N IRY IR
WY POIR VW 2NNAT RORWA I MR DONPAT WY WY ST 2IPTT XXM IO MK T 2wy W
"SHY YT K2 IMD 097 WOR RN MYIY YT RITW 1 RIT N2 wTpa R awpn [i.e. Dovid would first
allow the baby sheep to graze, so that they will eat the soft grass. Afterwards, he would allow the
elderly sheep to graze, so that they will eat the average grass. Finally, he would allow the young
(but fully matured) sheep to graze, so that they will eat the hardened grass. Upon seeing this,
Hashem said: "One who treats each sheep according to its individual needs, should shepherd my

nation"].

Again, there are no sources in the Gemara or Midrash that suggest that Dovid HaMelech was
selected to be a "Gadol Be'Yisroel" because he studied Torah eighteen hours a day. Rather, the
Midrash explicitly states that he was selected to be a "Gadol Be'Yisroel" because of his

customized care for each individual sheep.

Certainly, Rabbi Lederman would similarly agree that Mordechai HaTzaddik was a "Gadol
Be'Yisroel™. Now, while Mordechai HaTzaddik absolutely disseminated Torah to the Yidden (see
Gemara Megilah 16,a), he also dedicated his time to various governmental affairs on behalf of
the Yidden (Ester 10:3), resulting in a minority of the members of the Sanhedrin breaking ties
with Mordechai HaTzaddik because of his apparent neglect of Torah study (see Gemara Megilah
16,b).

Thus, [in borrowing a common expression in Gemara (Megilah 31,a, Bava Kama 92,b and
Avodah Zarah 19,b)] "2°21n52 wwn) °R°2312 AW 7702 200 A7 127", d.e. it is quite evident in
Torah, Neviim and Kesuvim, that contrary to Rabbi Lederman's baseless and ludicrous claim that
"in order to be a Gadol Be'Yisroel you have to learn eighteen hours a day", a "Gadol Be'Yisroel"
is actually one who possesses deep care and concern for each individual Yid to the degree that he
is willing to sacrifice his own fame on behalf of the Yidden as was Moshe Rabbainu (see Shemos
32:32), or he is willing to soil his hands to permit a Yiddishe woman to her husband as was
Dovid HaMelech (see Gemara Berachos 4,a), or he is willing to sacrifice the study of Torah for



using his high-ranking position to intercede on behalf of the Yidden as was Mordechai
HaTzaddik.

Accordingly, let us peek in to the life of the Lubavitcher Rebbe to determine whether or not he

possessed these qualities that are essential to qualify as a "Gadol Be'Yisroel™.

Perhaps the most legendary accomplishment of the Rebbe is the shlichus movement. To date,
there are over five thousand lubavitcher families who continuously sacrifice the luxury of living
in a frum community just to inspire fellow Yidden, and to help them in any way that is possible.
These brave families are unceasingly inspired by the Rebbe to travel to the outskirts of the world
just to help a fellow Yid in any way that is possible.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe's care and concern for each individual Yid was also evident in his day-to-
day operations. During the earlier years of his leadrship, the Lubavitcher Rebbe would avail
himself for hours upon hours, night after night, to any Yid who desired a private audience with
him. During the private audiences, Yidden from all backgrounds would pour out their hearts to
the Rebbe, seeking his berachos and his guidance, both of which he always delivered with a

warm smile on his face.

Eventually, even when it became physically impossible to continue this practice due to the
skyrocketing demand for the private audiences, the Rebbe persisted and stood on his feet for
hours upon hours — even in his late eighties — greeting thousands of Yidden each week, just to

give berachos and guide each and every Yid who he greeted.

This inconceivable dedication that the Rebbe has toward Yidden was, of course, in addition to the
tens of thousands of letters that he responded to, in which he also gave berachos and guided each

individual who wrote to him.

Thus, it is quite fair to suggest that claiming that the Lubavitcher Rebbe was not a "Gadol
Be'Yisroel”, as Rabbi Lederman brazenly did, is purely denial of reality.

Finally, an additional element of Rabbi Lederman's words must be addressed, i.e. the Chutzpah
that is imbedded in his words.



The Torah (Bamidbar 26:11) states "the sons of Korach did not die". Besides the simple meaning
of the words of the Torah, Reb Mendel of Rimanov famously explained that the Torah is
teaching that although Korach himself died, nevertheless, his children, i.e. his mission of sowing
the seeds of division and strife has, sadly, never ceased to exist amongst some within klal
Yisroel.

The fact that Rabbi Lederman would publicly denigrate a "Gadol Be'Yisroel™ is reprehensible;
particularly given the three-week period in which we find ourselves now.

Even if Rabbi Lederman does not view the Lubavitcher Rebbe as a "Gadol Be'Yisroel”, he is
well aware that thousands upon thousands of Yidden recognize the Rebbe as a "Gadol
Be'Yisroel”, and hence, his public denigration and belittling of a man who so many revere as a
"Gadol Be'Yisroel" truly calls in to question Rabbi Lederman's character.

I genuinely hope, that Rabbi Lederman acknowledges his error, and publicly apologizes for his
unfortunate comments.

Chaim P.

Hi I will first say I'm not Lubavitch. I have been listening to your show ever since it began, and |
truly love it, but the last episode was terrible. Rabbi Lederman was allowed to say utter nonsense
about one of the greatest leaders of our generation. | feel like there has to be a follow up episode.
| also felt that Chabad was misrepresented by Rabbi Dalfin, there are many more qualified
people to explain Chabad's stance on important issues.

Ari Nemes

A representative from Chabad should have been there to respond to the comments made about
Chabad and the Rebbe. Like Rav Y'Y Jacobson or from Israel Rabbi Yaacov Goldstein

I am not Chabad, but was offended. Misstatements and generalizations made as if all Chabad or
even most felt that it is proper to pray to the Rebbe, etc etc.



What about the definition given as to what a Godol is...17 hrs a day of learning...s0 Rav
Soloveitchik from YU wasnt a Godol, | presume...why didnt you ask Rav Hirschel Schectter
that?!

Please do another show to balance the biased presentation last week
Kol Tuv

Yoseif Glanz

Rav Lichtenstein,
| found you show quite interesting, dealing with a challenging issue with sensitivity.

However | think the guts of the issue was not really explored. As the very core of this issue is a
serious conflict over major questions, how do we function in free democratic society, what is the
role of the Frum community with the broader Israeli society, issue of security of Israel.

IT seems Rav Shach view is reaction of the classical Shatadlan approach of Frum community
through the ages, to deal with the host culture and preserve your own. The Rebbe on the other
hand had a bold approach and was concerned with the welfare of all of Israel and his concern not
just of the needs of the Frum community but all of Israel. Interestingly the Rebbe public criticism
of Rav Shach was when he attacked secular Jews in Kibbutzim, the Rebbe responded in their
defense, not of their Shemirahs Hamitzvos, but their connection to Klal Yisroel.

A second contrast was the raid on Entebbe, Rav Shach considered it a mistake and a danger to
life. The Rebbe felt it was Hazlaas Nefoshos.

There is much more to this issue, but I felt that your show while interesting did not get into all

these issues.

Rabbi David Eliezrie

I have listened to last week's program with interest, and as a Talmid of the Rebbe | feel the need
to point out many distorted or simply untrue points that came across throughout the program.



1. Rav Shachs Talmid said that one of his issues with the Rebbe is that Chabad didn't vote in the
elections thereby weakening the Chareidi power in the Knesset.

This is simply untrue. The Rebbe was very very clear that it's a " n>7ann mowa% 322875 W1TP 210
anva™ and in every election Lubavitchers go out and vote. The Rebbe just didn't identify Chabad

as members of a specific party keeping Chabad above politics.

2. Another point he said is that a Gadol has to be someone who lives Torah and only takes off
from that for what's absolutely necessary and right after returns to Torah, and "as you know the
Rebbe was not like that".

This is totally untrue. Whoever knew the rebbes life style even a bit knows that at every open
moment the Rebbe was Shteiging in learning, many hours a day the Rebbe would sit and learn,

and at every free moment the Rebbe would return to his Seforim.

Rabbi Pikarsky (the Mechaber of Tosfos in English) relates that one Simchas Torah at about six
am after a full night where the Rebbe danced Hakafos with his entire energy for hours, he peaked
in the rebbes rooom and he saw the Rebbe hovered over a Choshen Mishpat totally involved in

the learning, this is a small example of what all those around the Rebbe saw on a daily basis.

3. Rabbi Dalfin said that in the 50s the Lubavitcher Bochurim would learn all day and night and
then Ufaratzta came along and "the Rebbe put Torah on hold".

This is in contrast to Sichos of the Rebbe for forty years! The Rebbe constantly said that the
Inyan of a Bochur is Limud Hatorah Bishkidah Vhasmada and Shteiging in learning, and would
always encourage Bochurim to grow and focus more and more on their Limud Hatorah. The
Rebbe never let the Bochurim put on Tefilin with people during Yeshva time. On Friday
afternoon when regular Bochurim relax in their rooms, then Lubavitcher Bochurim give up on
their free time to give another Yid the chance to put on Tefilin (as the Rebbe would explain this
with the Mamar Razal (17" 770 ROR 2"w912 PR 77I019°0K 770 89X 07 PR ImR7 22) and even then
the Rebbe would tell the Bochurim not to go to places which are too hard for them B'Ruchnius.
(The Rebbe told my grandfather on Yechidus when he asked about this topic, that a Bochur is
like a solder in training and a small blemish in his training can bring big casualties at war and he

therefore should refrain from college's etc.)



4. Rabbi Dalfin said that the Freirdeker Rebbe would explain Mishnayos Al Pi Drush and
Chasidus as a marketing form to reach Am Hartzim.

It comes across as if the Rebbe was more open to bend the true meaning of Torah to reach a
couple more people.

Rachmana Litzlan! It's one of the Yesodos of Chasidus that everything in Torah is composed of
Pshat, Remez, Drush and Soid each level not diminishing or replacing the other, so this is a true
layer and Pshat of this Mishna in a certain level.

(It's interesting to note that one of the examples he brought up- Akavia Ben Mehalaile which the
Reyatz explained to be going on a Davener, the Ramash (then the Rebbes son in-law) wrote a
beautiful letter explaining how this is Miyusad Al Pi Niglah and Kabbala, which can be found in
Igros Kodesh Chelek Alef page 199).

In general I didn't feel that the Rebbe, his Torah, Hashkafa, and Hadracha, were explained
properly and fairly throughout the program, and 1 think it would be important to correct this
unjust, to have a Talmid of the Rebbe who understands things well (the likes of Reb Yossy
Jacobson) to explain the Rebbe to the listeners.

With respect and appreciation for your beautiful program.
A Chabad Chosid.

Levi Shmotkim
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You mention in the episode R Shach vs The Rebbe that by Mordechai Hatzadik that
some of the Sanhedrin disapproved. | just want to mention that the first Sanhedrin of
Klal Yisrael was not from Shevet Levi that spent the whole Galus Mitzrayim learning but
rather the Shotrim that were taking care of Klal Yisrael's Tzaros. Additionally, the term

"Gadol" Rashi explains ITon nT'n IT 1772 NX.
Thank you very much for consistently up-keeping such a wonderful program
All the best,

Shmuli Kaufman

David,

| listened to your most recent podcast concerning the Lubavitcher Rebbi and Reb
Aharon and Reb Shach. | greatly appreciate your insightful interviews and discussions. |
have a few point regarding your characterization that Chabad has had tremendous

success here in America:

1- You talked about Lubavitch’s success in America, and the “hundred of thousands” of
individuals they were Mekarav. | respectfully disagree with these numbers. Although
Chabad has touched and engaged thousands of Jews, | don’t believe they brought
anywhere close to that number of Jews back to true Yiddishkeit. Also, one needs to
define what it means to bring back to Yiddishkeit. Do these people keep Shabbos?



Learn real Torah? Enroll their kids in Frum schools and enable their future descendants
to continue in the Torah way?

There is distinction between Mekarev to True Torah vs convincing a non-affiliated Jew
to come say Kaddish and acquiesce to a Jewish burial (which | don’t mean to minimize).

How many of these Chabad Mekarvim embrace full Torah? Some may have begun to
attend Shul, started keep some levels of kosher, made Bar Mitzvah for their children
etc.., but how many of them became real Torah Jews in a sustainable way- such that
their children continued in the Torah ways.

2- We also need to discuss at what expense? What did this Kiruv revolution cost
Chabad? How many Lubavitch kids have gone astray or fallen off as compared to the
older generations. The older generations Chabad Chassidim are much different to many
of the younger ones who have suffered as a by-product of outreach and significant
designed integration that Chabad has set up. Chabad is dealing with a crisis with their
younger generations (boys especially) who suffer from the exposure to the secular
world. How may good Chabad Yeshivos are there? Where are the good Chabad
Kollelim?

| live in LA, and | have seen first-hand that many of the younger Chabad generation
have declined in their level of Torah and Ylddishkeit compared to their parents. When
evaluating Chabad’s success in quantity, one also needs to evaluate the decline in the
quality of the Chabad children.

As a reference to help illustrate my point, how would you compare Reb Aharon’s impact
vs the Lubavitcher Rebbi here in America?

Reb Aharon is directly responsible for the establishment of 100’s of Yeshivos either
directly or via his Talmidim. Reb Aharon is responsible for the establishment of
thousands of Kollelim here in America either directly or via his Talmidim. And many of
these Lakewood Kollelim have revolutionized many out of town communities like LA,
Chicago, Toronto, Cleveland etc.. which are only vibrant with Torah because of these
Kollelim



Conversely, The Lubavitcher Rebbah has established thousands of Shlichum
throughout America, which is unbelievable, but aside from providing a place for non-
affiliated Jews to say Kaddish, and a place for traveling Jews to catch a Minyan or eat
kosher food, where are the thousands of Frum Jews that Chabad has created? And at
what expense? There is a major decline in the quality of the next Chabad generations.
This noticeable drop-off you don’t find by the Litvish or other Chassdim.

In summary, | disagree with your sentiment that Chabad has been wildly successful
here in America. Both in your numbers and in the quality. Specifically, where are all
these Baalei Teshuva? And what about loss in the younger generation?

M Orloff.
Comments on Previous Shows
Show 225 — Global Warming
Shalom Aleichem Reb Dovid,

| am a big fan of yours and | always enjoy your weekly podcasts. Regarding your recent show on
the topic of Climate Change, you quoted a few times the statistic that 97% of climate scientists
agree that Climate Change is man-made. | recently came across this article in the very well
respected Wall Street Journal, that debunks that claim and I just wanted to make sure that you
were aware of it.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/joseph-bast-and-roy-spencer-the-myth-of-the-climate-change-97-1401145980

Yasher Koach!

Dovid Brotsky


https://www.wsj.com/articles/joseph-bast-and-roy-spencer-the-myth-of-the-climate-change-97-1401145980

Rabbi Yissachar Dov Lederman
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