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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
How old was Miriam? 6 How old was Aharon? 3
Why couldn't Yocheved have a child?

I know someone who had a first child at 49 without intervention [probably
Bruchos]. I know someone who had a first child at 59 without intervention
[probably Bruchos] within 2 years of marriage but after 2 recent children why is
a 3rd such a stretch?

Response: That’'s a good answer.

(Only issue is that Rashi says that her maiden hood reappeared miraculously after
Amram remarried her. So it seems it was a miracle after all notwithstanding her giving
birth prior to that)

To answer the riddle of the week:

Aharon was three years older than Moshe which means that Yocheved was 127
years old when she had Aaron. Furthermore, Miriam was six years old when
Moshe was born which means that Yocheved was 124 years old when she had
her. So the fact that she had Moshe when she was 130 years old was not

surprising.

So Miriam understood that Yocheved’s youth could return since it was fairly

recent since she had a child last.

Avi Barasch



Comments on the Show

It was mentioned by one Kashruth official that there is a problem with drinking
a Kosher Starbucks coffee. He claimed that there is a possibility that there is a
residue of a non-kosher ingredient in the metal coffee preparer and when the
kosher coffee is being processed the non-kosher residue will be nullified. This is
prohibited by the Shulchan Aruch. Only when a gentile nullifies the ingredient
for the general public is it permitted but not when he intends to nullify it for a

Jew.

I have two questions. Firstly, if this is true then why do we purchase kosher
“Hemish” products produced in factories that produce both Kosher and non-
Kosher products. We should be concerned that the gentile is nullifying some

non-Kosher residue during the production for the Jewish customers.

The second question is based on a shiur I heard from Rav Tzvi Feldman, the
Mashgiach of Mirrer Yeshiva in Brooklyn. He said that it is permitted to eat a
salad that has a slight possibility of having bugs. This is based on a Sefek
Sefeka (double doubt). Firstly there may not be any bugs. Even if there is a
bug, if we chew the salad well, then there is a second possibility that the bug
will be broken into pieces and the stringency of not eating bugs in a mixture,

only applies when the bug is whole (a Berya).

When I mentioned this to a member of a Halacha Kollel, I was asked how is
possible that Rav Feldman permitted this, is there not a prohibition of nullifying
a forbidden food? Rav Wosnher’'s nephew was present and responded that it is
permitted because the prohibition only applies to definite Issur but not when
there is a Safek Issur. Since there is a doubt if there is a bug in the salad it is a
Safek Issur and therefore it is permitted.

I was Zoche to sit next to Rav Shmuel Berenbaum on a United Airlines flight
from Chicago to New York. I personally withnessed that he drank two cups of
coffee during the flight. I also heard from Rav Reisman, that Rav Belsky also
drank coffee on airline flights. Apparently these Gedolim felt there is no problem



of Bishul Akum with coffee and that we are not concerned with the washing of
the other Keilim together with the coffee urn.

Raphael Z. Grossman C.P.A.
Show Suggestion
Shalom Alechem,

I'm a huge fan of your podcast. I have an idea I'd love for you to explore (my
hunch is you are already thinking of this.. because your topic are always on the
pulse of Jewish life)..

WhatsApp.. a lot of Frum Jews use it and are leaving it for other platforms that
could be more dangerous.

See + https://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/headlines-breaking-stories/1937297/important-read-this-should-we-be-leaving-whatsapp.html

I'd love to hear some interviews with the top Rabbanim and Yidden in tech..
Keep up the amazing work!!

PS: I'm a M'kariv for Aish LA and I have sent students to intern through
Lakewood fellowship. You are truly a Kiddush Hashem.

Best,

Dovid Cohen
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