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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Regarding the question why Abraham waited to do Mitzvas Milah.

It is discussed by many that he waited to be commanded on Milah rather than do it
before on his own.

Additionally, its darkened that he did it on the day he was commanded.
Furthermore, he was making a point by doing it in broad daylight at midday.

In that case, he didn’t push off doing it, but rather waited to be commanded and waited
to make the point for everyone to see.

Even the mitzvah of the Akaida where Zrizin is learned from he waited to the following
morning.

If the mitzvah of Milah was told to him earlier in the day and he waited till midday, than
the question remains. However, it may be that the point he was making to do it at
midday overrode the Zrizin component.

In any event, it's an interesting question and observation.
Thank you,

amazonnysn@gmail.com

Comments on the Show

My wife has seizures and at times | have to call Hatzolah to get help when she falls to
the floor, since | am almost 70 and recently had surgery. Therefore, | have Hatzolah on
"quick dial" on my cell phone. | suggest this so that no error will be made as mentioned
on the show "Ezras Noshim".

Melech




| enjoyed the discussion on this week’s episode. Please see the link below for a recent
article from Arutz Sheva discussing a woman’s perspective in United Hatzalah in Israel.
It seems like they are able to deal with the issue of women working as EMTs alongside
men.

https://vosizneias.com/2019/11/11/female-emts-bringing-dignity-to-chaos/

Kol Tuv,

Jonathan Mazurek, MD

Shalom Aleichem Rav David,

Thank you again for your show - | learn a lot from you every single week.
Regarding your show this week -

| agree with all of your points against Ezrat Nashim whether it's:

1. Allocation of resources
2. Not well trained
3. It prevents people from calling Hatzalah and actually getting help

However, | felt that too much blame was placed on the side of Ezrat Nashim and not
enough on Hatzalah which doesn't accept any women volunteers. If Hatzalah just
accepted women volunteers it would solve all of these issues and Ezrat Nashim
wouldn't need to exist. | was even more upset when this was not pushed further when
Rav Schachter clearly said that women should be in Hatzalah.

| don't really understand the Metziut in America, but in Eretz Yisrael (where my wife and
| both just completed the course to become Hatzalah volunteers)

Hatzalaha serves as the first responder, who stabilizes the patient before the
ambulance (Magen David Adom not Hatzala usually) brings the patient to the hospital.

This works because medics who are closest to the call have GPS technology which lets
the 5 closest medics know exactly where the call is. By allowing women into Hatzalah


https://vosizneias.com/2019/11/11/female-emts-bringing-dignity-to-chaos/

they have twice as many responders so the response rates are much quicker thus
saving valuable time in saving someone's life.

Even in the more Charedi/Chasidish neighborhoods, they have established what is
called a Yechidat Nashim (women's unit) - women who are trained by Hatzalah and
supported by the Hatzalah network - to be the first ones at calls for women.

Again, | appreciated the show and | learned a lot. | personally hope that the next step
would be for Haztalah and Ezrat Nashim to merge, for women to get the proper medical
training and figure out how to make it work in the best Halachic way in order to save
more lives.

Kol Tuv,

Ami Ungar

Dear R’ Lichtenstein,

| appreciate listening to your podcast. | can’t tell you how much both my husband and |
enjoy it, and benefit from how it helps us to have a deeper understanding of the major
Hashkafic issues facing Jewish communities today, especially since we do not live in
such a community (so this also helps us feel more in touch)! It is so inspiring to hear
someone like you who is learned, steeped in Yiras Shomayim, and also engaged and in
touch with everyday life, and so we value your perspective all the more so.

| just listened to the Ezras Nashim episode and was disheartened to not hear the
perspective of a single woman. From your other episodes, | perceived that you are a
Menschlach person and respect women as creative, productive contributors to society
so | was rather surprised that you would go ahead with such a one-sided presentation of
an issue. | know you said that you tried to have representatives from Ezras Nashim
(EN) come on the podcast and that they did not comply, but then, I’'m sorry to suggest,
you should not present such an episode at all (or, try to get a user’s perspective or at
least, any woman!). Furthermore, you read aloud stories of unknown origin that shed
only negative light on the organization. I'm sure it can’t be too difficult to get a story or



quote from someone who benefited from EN to provide a positive counterbalance. In
one particular story you read, someone mentioned that the EN volunteer wore a
wedding dress. I’'m wondering why this is relevant. Would someone mention this detail
about a Hatzolah volunteer member (“he was wearing his white cufflink shirt”)? Inherent
in this comment, is the perception that women care more about looking good than
saving someone’s life which perpetuates a certain stereotype that is just not based on
facts. What about the fact that it's mostly women who wake up in the middle of the night
to care for their babies and urgent needs of family members? Who has the faster
response time then? Unfortunately, women don’t get ‘credit’ for similar tasks that are
part of their everyday routines (how many women have to try to move forward with their
days at work despite interrupted sleep on a long-term basis?). None of this is meant to
discredit the work Hatzolah members do - | would greatly value a Bracha from them,
too!

| wonder whether you've the seen the documentary 93 Queen? That alone would’ve
provided enough positive evidence to present a balanced review of EN.

What bothered me even more was the fact that a handful of men on this episode felt
they could determine women’s feelings about whether there’s a need for such a service.
If women are calling EN, then clearly there’s a need, no? | found it difficult to digest a
discussion about whether women felt embarrassed or not, without directly bringing a
woman into the conversation.

Finally, regarding response time, obviously this is a serious issue as it touches on
Pikuah Nefesh. However, absent from this argument was any recognition that it's a new
organization - | wonder what Hatzolah response time was when they started back in the
60’s? That’s not to say that we as a community should suffer from prolonged response
times just to empower an organization, but the organization should be offered more
support and opportunities to train and observe, etc. And perhaps in the meantime,
should deal with only urgent care/non-emergencies until response time improves (if all
those facts were true).

Personally, | have no ties to EN and I'm not even sure where | stand on the matter
(probably more in line with just better cooperation, as suggested by R’ Schachter), and



as you said, whether it justifies community funds, etc. However, | was just frustrated
overall by the narrow presentation of this issue, when it might've been better to just not
highlight the issue at all (or at least until you could ascertain a more balanced
presentation).

| hope you understand that | only write this email out of the greatest respect and value
for the work you do; otherwise, | wouldn’t even bother responding.

Of course, | will continue to listen to and support your podcast and | really do appreciate
your efforts to highlight issues of Hashkafic concern for us! May Hashem continue to
bless you with many more years of being Mashpiah Klal Yisrael and with the Nachas to
always see the fruits of your labour!

Rachel Oser
Response:
Thank you, we do a show every week that has to be posted by Shabbos.

The head of Ezras Nashim, Ruchie Frier, agreed to be interviewed and pulled out

on Wednesday / Thursday. This has almost never happened to us.

We didn’t have the time to get another person even though we tried to scramble
and get one.

The only option was to have a week without a program, which we didn’t want to
do.

So we ended up w where we did.
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Simcha Shain
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