Down Syndrome
= and Autism in Halacha

A HALACHIC PERSPECTIVE
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Letter from Reb Moshe Shapiro ZT"| regarding down syndrome children
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Pesach Schmerling

In your interview with Dr. llan Shapiro he grossly misstated the risk of Down syndrome
(he stated 1 in 4 at age 40). There are numerous data sets available to laymen this one
is from March of Dimes as follows that shows 1 in 85 risk.

https://www.marchofdimes.org/complications/down-syndrome.aspx



https://www.marchofdimes.org/complications/down-syndrome.aspx

“Your age when you get pregnant affects your risk of having a baby with Down
syndrome. The older you are, the higher your risk. If you get pregnant:

At age 25, your risk of having a baby with Down syndrome is 1 in 1,340.
At age 30, your risk is 1 in 940.
At age 35, your risk is 1 in 353.
At age 40, your risk is 1 in 85.
At age 45, your risk is 1 in 35. “

Lawrence Adler, MD

Hi my name is Mrs. Schwartz. | have a twelve year old child with downs syndrome. It
was my husband and my decision to send her to Monroe where she is being raised by
the most loving family. She calls me mommy Schwartz and claims she is lucky to have
two mothers. Pain of raising such a child Hashem gave us the good Shlichim to take

care of our daughter.

Show Suggestions

https://www.dansdeals.com/more/dans-commentary/dark-side-earning-credit-card-
points-psa-dont-swipe-others/

There have been a number of stories lately of Kollel Yungeleit and others who own
credit cards to let others spend. They then sell the miles. This is a ultra-high risk, low
reward proposition. Unfortunately, lately many Yungeleit have been royally screwed
over. In some instances young couples on a Kollel salary are hundreds of thousands in
debt.

In addition, | don't know if you noticed, but the most common ads on the front pages of

the local weekly's in the community, all scream "sue the creditors!”


https://www.dansdeals.com/more/dans-commentary/dark-side-earning-credit-card-points-psa-dont-swipe-others/
https://www.dansdeals.com/more/dans-commentary/dark-side-earning-credit-card-points-psa-dont-swipe-others/

I know a young lawyer who is in this line of work, and he told me of how common it is to
Lekatchila spend on the Cheshbon to later get "harassed" by the creditor and sue then

for an easy settlement in return.

| view this as shameful, and if it ever gets publicized will inevitably lead to a tremendous
Chillul Hashem.

A podcast on this would be enlightening, especially as all many Torah families are

falling into this trap.
Best,

Yossi Schwimmer



Rabbi Avrohom Steinberg
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