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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show

When | saw this podcast first on The Lakewood scoop | was a little shocked why in the
world would you even go into such a subject where any outsider has no right to even
discuss that.

But then | started listening...... and | have to tell you, as a Gerrer Chusid I'm disgusted
about the entire podcast for several reasons:

1) "You start saying that it's not for the sake of politics it's really to understand the
Shittas Halimud", REALLY NOW? The entire interview with R' Margulies was just to
bash the Chasidus and how Ger became strict and radical etc.

2) You want to have an educated discussion about Shitas Halimud and who do you

who is leading a Chasidus with Torah and Kedusha and is the front runner of so many
holy projects that most people aren't even aware that he's involved in?? Couldn't you
find at least a better candidate????

3) You have the Chutzpah to quote and compare today's time with the Ushbitse,
Peshicha, etc., do you even know what going on????

4) What surprised me the most and made me throw up is how you agree to how much
you're supposed to believe in a Rebbe, 'Harav' Margulies is explaining to you how
you're allowed to question a rebbe etc. I'd like to enlighten you, I'm no close minded
Chosid or radical Chosid, I'm an open minded businessman and a Gerrer Chosid and
what | know is one thing. You never ask questions on a Rebbe, never ever. As a matter
of fact, | myself asked some questions to the current Gerrer Rebbe and had losses
because of them. Not for a second did it cross my mind to question his guidance. That's
what kept Gur alive till now and that's what's keeping us every single day, and thats
exactly why Mr. Margulius was so anxious to get to this very point. Because if you really
want to know what this "divide" is all about, it's one thing. Fighting the Emunas Tzadikim



that is so engraved in us for hundreds of years. BH out of 15K families they couldn't
even convince 1% to join them.

Again, | think you had no right to discuss this subject at all, especially when you took a
side right away by inviting the guest you had on the show.

With a very heavy heart,

YK

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,

Thank you for your amazing hotline which brings to the forefront some of the various
aspects of Halacha in our day to day life, week in and week out.

| am writing to you today in regards to the show about Ger two weeks ago. Being an
avid listener to your show and a proud member of the Gerer community, it disturbed me
greatly to hear the one-sided discussion and it seemed to me that it could have been
that there was an agenda behind the topic discussed in light of the way it was portrayed.
Politics is politics, and it is found all over, but to turn things upside down and make it
into two sides with Pershishca and Kotzk, is completely inaccurate. Without speaking
about any of the children of the Rebbe the Pnei Menachem Z"tzl, who in the recent
affair seemingly acted against their father's decision of the "mamshich”, would you also
classify a breakaway Shul that didn't want to accept the ruling of their Rov in any
random guideline or Psak, as "Kotzk, Pershischa " VS "Lublin Lizhensk", or would there
not be a better classification for that?

| also found it hard to comprehend that you allowed someone to accuse the Rebbe of
changing the derech Halimud in order to gain political strength and that goes beyond
any basis. For your reference, it isn't the first time that the Rebbe has been accused of

such charges and it all stems from enviousness of his accomplishments B"H.

B"H the Derech Halimud in Ger has tremendous success on all fronts. Please take a
look at this video here where you can see (00:51-1:39) for yourself a group of


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TDFrtG_DtLLmaf881M9m-dg0nkG8722q/view?usp=sharing

Bochurim/Yungerleit that were tested on the entire Shas along with quite a few
Meforshim, in both nin> and ni>'x by Gedolei Yisroel at the Siyum Hashas that was held
this past winter in the central Beis Hamedrash in Yerushalayim. Seeing is believing,
they know their stuff!! In the attached booklet that was distributed recently to all Gerer

Chassidim you can follow a transcript of the questions and answers that took place at
the Siyum Hashas.

| may be able to get together a group of Bochurim or Yungerliet (including English
speaking) that you can make a live test with them on the phone if you are interested.
The technicalities of arranging this may be complicated, please let me know if you have

any interest.

B"H, the Rebbe doesn't need any personal recognition and he isn't interested in it
either, he has mentioned numerous times that whoever doesn't want to stay can go. Ger
doesn't need any approval from anyone else and the Rebbe will continue to lead us
Be"H for many years to come with the Chassidim that are happy with his
leadership, and whoever isn't interested can go wherever they want.

Wishing you much Hatzlacha with all your work,

C.F.

Hi,

| commend you taking the courage addressing the recent rift within our community. |
hope you address this more thoroughly in your upcoming episode. | do not belong to the
breakaway movement and | am part of the Gerer establishment however it so greatly
pains me seeing this happen. In my heart of hearts, | really feel that Reb Shaul had and
has every justification for doing whathe did. Yet, | and so many of
likeminded individuals are simply scared of voicing our opinions and simply feel that we
are living under a terror regime. Ger simply poisoned the well and is spewing hatred a
divide day and night. Is this a Chasidus or a self-serving cult where the leader is deified
and idolized to no end? Ask around by people who are familiar and they'll tell you what's



going on by us in the USA and in Israel, your hair will stand up. Yeira Ha'am V'yishpot, |
hope your podcast will let people make that clear. | hope you can root out this
disgusting behavior promulgated by the Rebbe and his henchmen. | am stuck in Ger
because | don't want to suffer the evils of those who leave yet | pray and daven that Reb
Shaul should succeed and grow his community unhindered. Please do thorough
research by the Gerer Chasidim so that this Makka will stop.

Thanks.

Hi,
I'm a new listener to your podcast and found it interesting. The discussion about donor

eggs felt rather clinical/blunt but | guess that's how you have to figure out Halacha.

The reason for this email though is the second half of that episode. My husband is an ex
Gerrer Chassid and | absolutely disagree with quite a bit of how they do things but | felt
uncomfortable listening to some callers just bashing Ger to the point that | stopped

listening.

My question is what's the Heter for this discussion which seemed to veer into lashon
hara against a group? I'm sure you have an explanation and | hope you can reply.

All the best,

Hadassah

Response:

Thank you for your emails.

When we discuss controversial issues, molestation, inadequate Batei Din for
divorce matters, shortcomings in Hecshaerim etc etc, we frequently get asked
about lashon hara issues. The Halachik response is that if it’s for a Toeles, ie, to

create awareness and hopefully improvement, it’s not lashon hara.



So for example, if a person's young son hears their father speaking fervently
about some Torah they saw from the Sfas Emes or the Chidushei HaRim, and
suddenly decides to become a Gerrer Chosid, shouldn’t the parents know that it’s

a totally different story today and they don’t even learn Tosafes?

The only beneficiary of silence is the perpetrators.



Rabbi Shaul Margolis
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