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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions

David HaMelech was upset in the bath house that he had no mitzvas until he saw his
mila. the mitzva of milah is not just the act of circumcision but its a constant mitzva we
would not have to ever wear tefilin since we always have an Ois of milah. we see that
we need an additional Ois either shabbos or tefilin.

Why we need 2 | can guess we need 2 witnesses to establish a fact.
Gut Shabbos

Yitzchak Turner

Regarding the question of an ois of mila on shabbos:

The vort about not having a second ois is really misunderstood. Actually, the oises are
eidim and you're ALWAYS supposed to have two of. We (theoretically) wear Tefillin a
whole day and we wear our Bris a whole day. (In fact, one should davka keep their
Tefillin on at the bris ceremony.) when shabbos comes, our Tefillin come off and

shabbos joins our bris as the second eid.

In other words it's not just about the ceremony but fundamentally about being gemalt
(I'shem shamayim).

So shabbos and bris is no stira whatsoever, and Tefillin and bris are no stira

whatsoever.

Dovid Cohen, Jerusalem



Hi,

I'm sure many answers are given for why tefillin is considered an extra "nix" while bris
mila is not, but at least two answers are brought down by the Aruch HaShulchan (Siman
31, Seif 3). The first is that, unlike tefillin (which contain yetzias mitzrayim as one of the
parshios) and Shabbos (which is considered a remembrance of yetzias mitzrayim), mila
is not considered an nix of yetzias mitzrayim and thus would not conflict with the nix of
Shabbos. The second answer is that in fact two ninix are always required because
testimony in halacha generally requires two witnesses, and so during the week there is
tefillin and mila and on Shabbos there is Shabbos and mila.
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Best,

David Birnbaum



Rabbi Ginsberg
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Rabbi Shain
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