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Selected audio from our listeners

Answers to the Questions

Answers to the Questions 1 click here
Answers to the Questions 2 click here
Answers to the Questions 3 click here
Answers to the Questions 4 click here
Answers to the Questions 5 click here
Answers to the Questions 6 click here
Answers to the Questions 7 click here
Answers to the Questions 8 click here
Answers to the Questions 9 click here

Answers to the Questions 10 click here

Answers to the questions 11 click here

Answers to the questions 12 click here

Comments on the Shiur

Comments on the Shiur 1 click here Comments on the Shiur 4 click here

Comments on the Shiur 2 click here Comments on the Shiur 5 click here

Comments on the Shiur 6 click here
Comments on the Shiur 3 click here

Shiur Suggestions

Shiur Suggestions 1 click here


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gQ2yySSyOLjCsIDLXxg0GjHaMlivue3I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k2k-DAW660bpF2BAAQR0pv0lklIIovnL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u1kwWrfDP6CvwMSVL739wNcGbfOcrBcN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J6l7wXEm7l0p87eIMSB4STdbmgVWV25E/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UhAHUWRdiQD9VFge324_hJGbIeJoTurz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hs65P4ovalHIDYEEIR3sShZ7RHjmjP4s/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19mvCwBH6cETuSrRuNtziA8illI5KWOpd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kXT0Pixp4Y27l6iAM0TKBStZYr8FdcUN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K3LLAzqWIGI1oKUE1LxG6Br29D6rGjgg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PY7BRpTecCBeF87wtAmfvFzzag5Nm9G1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N82GWZTHZuaS8EI3RlpPg9JOSac3_oLi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PO_l05yRBhBTw7wCHe1NZcj1p0gqDoP8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i1Jlqb_Zs_vrnp-_76bkE7hZRYLKLg-6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hG2ZUKYa7-CDCukCbM5xAfkxAFb-Az2N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14th9zstLNgWvd9nyAp2pkHxZAzaUvLAG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tnA4YzBjPN72ltDHnWXodnbQI7MdOyGz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XMjTfZs2hiYtbnF2u91noQTdtxzHONCj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Ex3odw6Gag0Uhmwepm6cqB0hcH3wSE-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZlhQm7z-qjnWZ87u3rxfY8LDspfaZjOi/view?usp=sharing

Selected emails from our listeners

Comments on the Show

| kind of fell off the podcast recently for various reasons, but | hope your audience gets
a full airing of the issues. Would be great if you have an actual gadol or Askan and you
can push them on their cost benefit analysis of keeping things under the rug here
especially considering the victims suffering and suicide concerns. In any event it seems
to me the cover-up is always the worst part and only leads to more smart people
leaving.

But one thing I'm focused on that many seem to neglect is the Ohr and Choshech in
everyone, and that even the best will make terrible errors and do bad things, and the
worst may still do amazing good too.

Unfortunately in the frum world | think we paint people as bad or good, whether in
following chazals pedagogical use of such framing for the characters in bereishis (esav
insanely evil, Yaakov always good etc) or just for ease to teach little children, which we
then fail to educate for nuance later in life.

| personally think the best lesson would be to keep the books (even notwithstanding the
terrible suicide notes hopes and narcissistic fulfillment for the terrible cw) but label
them/include an intro in them all to be clear this man went off and did many terrible
things including extreme harm to innocent people and failed to ever even acknowledge
it, but he also wrote these books with help from others and there is what to learn from
them for young children (and indeed many like R Brie to wits have spoken of how these
books seem to have provided real religious meaning and lessons for good kids). Kids
should know even as kids that their rebbe, their uncle, the shamesh in Shul, may do lots
of good things, but that doesn’t mean they won’t do bad things too, and that doesn’t
necessarily make all the good worthless. This lesson also potentially leaves more room
for teshuva, and people choosing to apologize and try to help others rather than a
suicide that further abuses them.

The issue is bigger than Cw, it extends to many of our heroes that did terrible things,
who did things that really hurt people (perhaps not as bad as cw), and any arguments
about teshuva are silly considering the bein adam lechaveiro effects that can never
really be rectified.



Like in the non-Jewish world with tearing down statues of founding fathers etc, we need
to understand and learn from the mistakes of our heroes, and just be clear about the
positive and negative aspects of their lives to help guide us on their shoulders.

Thx again for all you do,

Meir Traube

Dear Rabbis Lichtenstein and Wasserman,

| would you to commend you for proactively dealing with the painful and controversial
topic in your 'Rabbis at Risk' podcast episode. The episode was sensitively and
thoughtfully presented.

| was shocked and disturbed by the comments submitted by listeners featured in the
maarei mekomos attached to the episode.

| listened to 8 of the 15 recordings. Not one of them acknowledged the tremendous pain
and trauma the victims of CW have been through, and are still going through as this
saga continues. Every single comment criticised you for 'airing dirty laundry', either
asserting that it is loshon ha'ra, it is not a widespread issue in the community, or that it
is simply an ‘unpleasant’ or 'painful’ topic that should not be discussed.

| would like to point out that it is precisely this culture of prioritising the feelings and
interests of the alleged abuser, or the 'tznius' of the community, over the suffering of
innocent and vulnerable victims that allowed for this awful series of events to unfold
over many decades.

Rabbonim and Gedolim all over chutz l'aretz (and some in Eretz Yisroel) have clearly
paskened that CW can be presumed guilty of the allegations and that there is no issue
of loshon ha'ra in this case. Therapists and professionals have emphasised that this is
an opportune time to talk to children about these issues, and allegations should no
longer be hushed up or brushed under the rug. Furthermore, two of the Rebbeim
interviewed in the episode itself explained precisely why there is no halachic issue of
loshon ha'ra here. (I would note that the first listener comment confirmed that she had
not in fact listened to the episode at all, and was complaining based on the title alone!)



Why the choshuve listeners of your podcast think they know better than these gedolim
and mental health professionals is beyond me. It is highly likely that every single one of
the commenters knows someone who has a secret or trauma that they feel unable to
share; | would urge them to create an environment where people who are hurting do not
feel that they will be slated for coming forward with painful allegations.

Keep up the good work.



Answers to the Questions
Good Afternoon,

This is not an answer to the riddle but | remember learning (I am not sure where) that
there was an exception to that rule in the time of the destruction of the first beis
hamikdash when hashem said that only the sinners will be punished and in the end both
the tzadikim and the reshoyim suffered.

But you could answer the riddle by saying that because initially the dor haamidbar did
not want to go into Eretz Yisroel (the Lubavitcher Rebbe explains that they enjoyed the
spirituality of the midbar) so for them not going into EY was actually a good thing. (this
is admittedly not a great answer)
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| think a possible answer to the question on the Rambam is that Moshe Rabeinu's
status of Navi was not subjected to the test of subsequent neviim of whether a nevuah
I'tovah comes true. He was already established as a navi emes by other means, as the
Rambam states (Yesodei Hatorah 8:1)
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1. According to Brisker Rav the Mitzraim lost their bchira

2. 1. Moshe rabbeinu was a different type of Naavi we see Rambam says highest level
torah says "Zeh " so different rules.

2. this rule does not apply to established naavi only a naavi pre chazuka

3. Yeshoshu Calev Serach bas asher (maybe Micha) went in so part of nevua
happened

4. Bnei Banim harheim kvunim
5. Rambam rule of Nevua is only after Bnei Yisroel entered EY
Isaac Sprecher

| was thinking that the point of the Makos was basically to show Paroh and Mitzrayim
who is boss.

In other words Paroh thinks ~ix'n 2 and Yidin are under my control. The Makos we're
to show Paroh that Hashem is boss.


http://deuteronomy.5.4/
http://deuteronomy.5.4/
http://deuteronomy.5.3/
http://deuteronomy.5.3/
http://exodus.19.9/
http://exodus.19.9/

The "1 with Paroh was essentially about the 7.
Yasher Koach.

Berel Dubinsky

The 2nd riddle of the week that every nevuah that's good has to be fulfilled. But 'mxani
wasn't fulfilled because everyone (besides Yehoshua and Kalev) died before getting to
Eretz Yisrael.

| heard a possible answer from my Rosh HaYeshiva R Yochanan Zweig.

The fourth 1w of ny? "7 nonx 'Mn7'2 means they will become a nation first. The 5th j1w%
of 'mxani is after they already became a nation.

A nation isn't just that the new generation replaces the old generation. A nation is a
more eternal thing, that when one generation dies, the next generation is part of the
same nation.

For example; when someone signs a document, he can't say 5 years later, he doesn't
have to keep to what it says in the document because the cells in his hand changed,
and now there are no cells left from the hand that signed. His hand is a more eternal
thing than just the cells.

So too when hashem promised to take them to Eretz Yisrael, he was promising the
nation as a whole, not just these specific "cells" that he will take them to Eretz Yisrael.

Just like the gemara (.1 nimin) says 1a'va nnm ') that when a ity that is a'n a |2y
dies they still have to bring that |anj7. The reason is that a nation as a whole is still here,
the "cells" is the only thing that's changing.

1) Regarding the Brisker Rav. Hashem clearly didn’t need Pharoh’s permission in order
to let the Jews go. There was another aspect of the plagues that was to reveal Hashem
to Egypt and to the world. To this Hashem told Pharoh that if he wouldn’t send them out
and recognize Hashem then he would need another plague. Another purpose of the
plagues doesn’t contradict the Brisker Rav. What'’s difficult is that if the plagues were to
punish the Egyptians how could they have avoided din by Pharoh letting them go?



Perhaps Hashem said in the Beit Ben Habetarim that he will judge the nation who
enslaved the Jews with the foresight that Pharoh will refuse to let the Jews go but
Pharoh could have released them had he chosen to and Hashem wouldn’'t have
continued the plagues. Had Pharoh let the Jews go due to his recognition of Hashem as
opposed to the pain of the plagues (which is why Hashem had to strengthen his heart)
he would have done a certain level of Teshuva which would warrant ending the
plauges.

2) Regarding a promise of a Navi not being fulfilled. According to the Targum Ben Uziel
who says that on Pesach night Hashem transported the Jewish people to Israel and
then brought them back that night it could be that the question doesn’t begin.
Alternatively, the Rambam in his hakdama to Mishna explains that the reason the
promise can’t go unanswered is because Hashem wouldn’t let the Navi be proven a
Navi Sheker but if it were something between someone and Hashem then Hashem
could retract because of a sin. We can suggest that Moshe who was already a proven
prophet by the time the Jews died would be similar since the issue of retracting is that
the Navi is considered a Navi Sheker and not that be’etsem Hashem doesn’t retract.
Alternatively the Rambam'’s rule doesn’t apply to a tnai explicitly stated in relation to the
prophecy.

Akiva lbragimov
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Hi Reb Dovid here is the answers to your questions

1. Firstly, a lot of meforshim bring down the answer of the or hachayim, it seems to be
the most accepted approach.

The tzelach in brochos 4a says that the reason of the rambam is to tell if he is a novi
sheker or not. however it does not apply by moshe because he was told by Hashem
(shemos 19,9) "ve'gam becha ya'aminu l'cilom", so the rule doesn't apply to moshe
because he is definitely a novi emes.

See also the pardes yosef on parshas vayishlach and the pri chodosh on the rambam
for a discussion and a list of marei mekomos on the inyan.

2. the best answer would be to say that it was both; in order to punish the egyptians and
to get pharoh to send the yidden out, because the brisker rov himself asks why it says
(shemos 3,11) " mi onoichi ki elecha el pharoh ve'chi oitzi es bnei yisroel..." and not
"u'lehoitzi es bnei yisroel..."? so he answers that moshe had two missions, 1. to judge
pharoh and the egyptians with makkos 2. to send bnei yisroel out. so this is the two



parts of the posuk: 1. "mi onoichi ki elecha el pharoh” - to be don the mitzriyim with the
makkos, 2. "v'chi oitzi es bnei yisroel..." - to take bnei yisroel out of mitzrayim.

also, if you ever have a show on chinuch i would recommend having on Harav Gershon
Miller shlit"a, previously the mashgiach of gateshead yeshiva and presently the head of
the chinuch in detroit (mosdos beis yehudah), he is an excellent speaker and
understands chinuch and the challenges of today's generation.

a groiser ya'asher koach

Shloimy Berlin

The answer to the this week's second riddle is that the havtachah of geulah was not
made to the individuals of Kal Yisroel but rather to the tzibbur. The tzibbur will vadai go
to E"Y but that does not mean that each individual is guaranteed.

But | have a kashya on this as well from the Gemarah in Brochos that discusses the
chshash of shema yiigrom hachait by Yaakov Avinu. The Gemoroh brings an example
from the Shiras Hayam "Ad Yaavor...", that the Oilay Bavel should have had the same
nissim as the Oilay Mitrayim. But since they were not zoicheh they went in betevah. In
this case the havtachah was lost completely. How does that shtim with the Rambam?
Unless we say that the rule that a nevuah latovah can not get overturned is only by a
navi who is in the process of proving himself. A navi muchzuk has no such rule. Yakkov
Avinu, Moshe Rabuinu, and Klal Yisroel were not in the process. But this is not mashma
in the Rambam and not from the raya from Elisha.

Dovid Dick

Hi my name is Sruly Modes, and | would like to take a shot at this week'’s riddles.

1). R' Meir Solvaitizck explains that although the Makos were for an onesh, before every
Maka Moshe presented Paroh with a choice to either do Teshuva by letting them go, or
being punished for his deeds. (The reason Moshe repetitively offered the option of
teshuva as an alternative before every Maka, can be explained with the Rambam that
this comes to teach us that there's a point of no return).



2. A) The Tzlach explains that since the reason for the Rambam is in order to maintain a
Navi's Nemanes, this isn't applicable by Moshe were it says "Yaminu leolam”.

B) The Aven Ezra explains that the Nevua of "eschem" is including descendents.

C)The Rambam is only by an outside condition, here the original Havtacha in it of itself
is that the people worthy of going will enter.

D) The promise was made to the people worthy, the nation of post Eigal weren't those
who the promise was said to original.

E) The Radvaz differentiates between not fulfilling a condition, and sinning.
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