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God’s Big Picture

What should you be getting from these talks? 

You…

• Can see God’s plan unfolding through time

• Grasp some foundational truths

• Have a greater desire read / study the Bible
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The Promised Kingdom

The Israelites

Canaan

God’s Law and God’s King
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The story so far
Then he [King Solomon] stood and blessed all the 
assembly of Israel with a loud voice, 
saying: “Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest to 
His people Israel, according to all that He 
promised. There has not failed one word of all His 
good promise, which He promised through His 
servant Moses… Let your heart therefore be loyal to 
the LORD our God, to walk in His statutes and keep 
His commandments, as at this day.” 1 Kings 8:55-61
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The story so far
And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished building the house 
of the LORD and the king’s house, and all Solomon’s desire which he 
wanted to do, 2 that the LORD appeared to Solomon the second 
time, as He had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 And the LORD said to 
him: “I have heard your prayer and your supplication that you have 
made before Me; I have consecrated this house which you have 
built to put My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be 
there perpetually. 4 Now if you walk before Me as your father David 
walked, in integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all 
that I have commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and My 
judgments, 5 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over 
Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall not 
fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.’ 1 Kings 9:1-5
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The story so far
6But if you or your sons at all turn from following Me, and do 
not keep My commandments and My statutes which I have set 
before you, but go and serve other gods and worship 
them, 7 then I will cut off Israel from the land which I have given 
them; and this house which I have consecrated for My name I 
will cast out of My sight. Israel will be a proverb and a byword 
among all peoples. 8 And as for this house, which is exalted, 
everyone who passes by it will be astonished and will hiss, and 
say, ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land and to this 
house?’ 9 Then they will answer, ‘Because they forsook 
the LORD their God, who brought their fathers out of the land of 
Egypt, and have embraced other gods, and worshiped them and 
served them; therefore the LORD has brought all this calamity on 
them.’ ” 1 Kings 9:6-9
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The Prophet’s Role
• God’s spokesperson, speaking God’s word. 

“…for prophecy never came by the will of 
man, but [k]holy men of God spoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Peter1:21

• Enforcing God’s covenant

- Moses

- David
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The Prophet’s Context
Solomon was himself spectacularly unfaithful to God, 
especially in his later years 1 Kings 11:1-4, 9, 

Consequently, the Lord tells Solomon he will tear the 
kingdom away from him and give it to his servant, 
Jeroboam, “I will give one tribe to your son [Rehoboam] 
for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of 
Jerusalem which I have chosen.” 1 Kings 11:11-13

After a 40 years reign Solomon dies His son, Rehoboam, 
succeeds him. 
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The Prophet’s Context
THE NORTHERN KINGDOM

In 922BC there is a rebellion of the 10 northern tribes, 
[Israel] and Solomon’s former servant Jeroboam is 
made king and sets up a golden calf in Bethel and Dan 
as places of worship as rivals to the Temple in 
Jerusalem, in Judah and established his provincial 
capital in Samaria.  1 Kings12:25-33  
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The Prophet’s Context
THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM

[Rehoboam’s] mother’s name was Naamah, an 
Ammonitess. Now Judah did evil in the sight of 
the LORD, and they provoked Him to jealousy with their 
sins which they committed, more than all that their 
fathers had done… They did according to all 
the abominations of the nations which the LORD had cast 
out before the children of Israel. 1Kings 14:21-24
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The Prophet’s Context
Israel (10 tribes)
• King Jeroboam’s idolatry continued by his successors 

1 Kings15:34, 16:19 etc
• Kingdom destroyed by Assyrians 722BC 2Kings17:5ff 

Judah (incl Benjamin)
• Some good kings, e.g. Josiah 2 Kings 22-23
• Corruption and compromise
• Defeated by Babylonians and exiled 606BC, 597BC, 

586BC 2Kings 25
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The Prophet’s Context
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The Prophet’s Message
A Message of JUDGEMENT
• God’s judgement is the reason behind Israel and 

Judah’s destruction. Amos 2:4-5, 6-16.

• God warns, reminds and explains

God’s covenant

• Conditional (Moses)  

• Unconditional (Abraham)
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The Prophet’s Message
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The Return from Exile
• Cyrus allows the people to return home, 

536BC, 458BC and 444BC

• Waiting for the king Malachi 3:1
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The Prophet’s Message
A Message of HOPE

PEOPLE

• A new Exodus, Jeremiah 16:14-15

• A new Passover Lamb, Isaiah 53:6

• All nations included, Isaiah 49:6 
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The Prophet’s Message
A Message of HOPE - continued

PLACE

• A new Temple, Ezekiel 40-48

• A new creation, Isaiah 65:17

• All nations included Isaiah, Isaiah 49:6 
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The Prophet’s Message
A Message of HOPE - continued

RULE and BLESSING

• A new covenant, Jeremiah 31:31

• A new king, Isaiah 9:6
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The Promised Kingdom

New Israel                   
including the nations

New Temple = new creation

New covenant and new king
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Waiting for the King
“Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way 
before Me.
And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His 
temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you 
delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the LORD of hosts. 2 “But 
who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand 
when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire And like 
launderers’ soap.3 He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of 
silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, And [a]purge them as 
gold and silver, That they may offer to the LORD An offering in 
righteousness.                                                     Malachi 3:1-3
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Introducing the King
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. As it is written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My 
messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way 
before You.” “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’ ”

John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Then all 
the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to 
him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, 
confessing their sins. Mark 1:1-5
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Waiting for the King
For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; 
And the government will be upon His shoulder. And 
His name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of His government and peace 
There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and 
over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with 
judgment and justice From that time forward, even 
forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform 
this. Isaiah 9:6-7
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A New Covenant
“Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah— according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of 
Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to 
them, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law 
in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people. No more shall every man teach his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ 
for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of 
them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I 
will remember no more.”                       Jeremiah 31:31-34


