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Matthew 28:18-20

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the
very end of the age.”

“The greatest trick the devil ever pulled was to convince the world that he didn’t
exist”
- Keyser Soze

“The inescapable question is: Why? Or rather: Why now? Why, in our modern age,
are so many people turning to the Church for help in banishing [demons] from their



body? And what does this resurgent interest tell us about the figurative demons
tormenting contemporary society?”
- American Exorcism, The Atlantic

+ HOW AMERICANS HAVE
LOST THE SENSE OF EVIL

ANDREW DELBANCO

“Nothing happened to me, Officer Starling. | happened. You can’t reduce me to a
set of influences. You’ve given up good and evil for behaviorism, Officer Starling.
You’ve got everyone in moral dignity pants. Nothing is ever anyone’s fault. Look at
me. Can you stand to say I'm evil?”



“Modern people cannot answer the monster’s question. A gulf has opened up in
our culture between the visibility of evil and the intellectual resources for coping with
it...We have jettisoned in the West the idea of cosmic evil, or transcendent evil, or
supernatural evil. We don’t believe in it. In fact, we don’t like to use the word evil
because it implies moral absolutes and value judgments. So we use medical terms.
We talk about dysfunction. We talk about pathology. We don’t use moral
terminology. But as the twentieth century has gone on it has gotten harder and
harder to say that holocausts and ethnic cleansing and serial killing is just bad
psychological and sociological adjustment.”

- Andrew Delbanco, The Death of Satan

Rebellion 1: Genesis 3

Isaiah 6:1-2a
In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted
up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim...

Genesis 3:1b-5

He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the
garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the
garden, but God did say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of
the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.””

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that
when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.”

Rebellion 2: Genesis 6

Genesis 6:1-6

When human beings began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were
born to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of humans were beautiful,
and they married any of them they chose. Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not
contend with humans forever, for they are mortal; their days will be a hundred and
twenty years.” The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also
afterward—when the sons of God went to the daughters of humans and had



children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown. The LORD saw how
great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every
inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. The LORD
regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply
troubled.

Rebellion 3: Genesis 11

Deuteronomy 32:8-9

When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided
mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons
of God. But the LORD'S portion is his people, Jacob his allotted heritage.

The three rebellions brought:
o Death / grave / underworld
o Demons / rebellious spiritual beings
o Dominion of gods over places (the powers)
o Wickedness / sin
o Denial of our Cultural Mandate to spread Shalom (hoarding)

Matthew 4:1
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

Matthew 4:8-10

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and their splendor. “All this | will give you,” he said, “if you will bow
down and worship me.”

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: “Worship the Lord your
God, and serve him only.”

Exodus 12:12b
| will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt, for | am the LORD!

1 John 3:8
But the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil.



Matthew 28:18-20

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the
very end of the age.”

1 Corinthians 8:14-21

Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. | speak to sensible people; judge for
yourselves what | say. Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a
participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a
participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many,
are one body, for we all share the one loaf. Consider the people of Israel: Do not
those who eat the sacrifices participate in the altar”? Do | mean then that food
sacrificed to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? No, but the sacrifices of
pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and | do not want you to be participants
with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you
cannot have a part in both the Lord’s table and the table of demons.

Email hello@realitysf.com if you have questions related to this series.
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