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The Gospel of Luke
The Danger of False Religious Leaders

Luke 20:45-47
1. A Caution About False Leaders (Lk. 20:46a) 

Jesus regularly warned His disciples about the danger of the prevailing religion of 
His day (Mt. 6:1-24). Christians today must be continually vigilant in evaluating 
competing religious voices according to the Word of God.  

A. False Religious Leaders in Israel’s Past      
The Lord gave Moses specific standards whereby Israel could evaluate 
whether or not a prophet was sent from God or not (Dt. 13:1-8; 18:20; cf. Nu. 
22-24; 31:8, 16). Israel regularly rejected the true prophets and embraced the 
false (Jer. 23:1). 

B. False Religious Leaders in Jesus’ Day      
Jesus warned His disciples to stay free from the influence of the pharisees 
(Lk. 12:1), the sadducees (Mt. 16:6-12), the herodians (Mk. 8:15), and the 
scribes. Each group had distinct areas of unique danger for His disciples. 
These groups were each opposed to one another but were all unified in their 
opposition to Jesus.  

C. False Religious Leaders Today       
The apostles of Jesus were certain that the church would be plagued by false 
teachers (Gal. 3:1; cf. Acts 20:28-31). Much of the New Testament writings 
were at least partially written in order to combat the presence of false teaching 
within the church (2 Pt. 2:1ff; Jude).  

2. A Description of False Leaders (Lk. 20:46b-47a) 
The scribes have the ability to speak truth about God and are to be obeyed when 
they do (cf. Mt. 23:1-3), but they are more commonly characterized by how they 
add to the Word and seek to display their own piety (cf. Mt. 23:4-33). Jesus de-
scribes the scribes as men who were superficially righteous, self-centered, and 
greedy. 

3. A Condemnation of False Leaders (Lk. 20:47b) 
There is a greater condemnation for those who have been blessed with greater 
knowledge of God’s commands and yet remain in unbelief and disobedience (Lk. 
10:13-15; 12:47; Heb. 10:29). 


