
Integrating the Cross
Mark 15
08.13.2023
Dave Lomas

Mark 15:1-32
Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the
law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him
away and handed him over to Pilate. “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked
Pilate. “You have said so,” Jesus replied. The chief priests accused him of
many things. So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See
how many things they are accusing you of.” But Jesus still made no reply, and
Pilate was amazed. Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner
whom the people requested. A man called Barabbas was in prison with the
insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. The crowd came
up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. “Do you want me to
release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, knowing it was out of



self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. But the chief
priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. “What
shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked
them. “Crucify him!” they shouted. “Why? What crime has he committed?”
asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” Wanting to satisfy
the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and
handed him over to be crucified.
The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called
together the whole company of soldiers. They put a purple robe on him, then
twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. And they began to call
out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” Again and again they struck him on the
head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to
him. And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put
his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was
passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the
cross. They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means “the
place of the skull”). Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did
not take it. And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to
see what each would get.
It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. The written notice of the
charge against him read: the King of the Jews.
They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those
who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You
who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, come down
from the cross and save yourself!” In the same way the chief priests and the
teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” they
said, “but he can’t save himself! Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come
down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with
him also heaped insults on him.



Mark 8:34-35
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but
whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.”

“They place themselves either beyond the cross, as though already raised
from the dead, or above the cross, as though suffering was behind them and
beneath them, rather than in the cross.”

- Fleming Rutledge

“Christians who do not have the feeling that they must flee the crucified Christ
have probably not yet understood him in a sufficiently radical way.”

- Jürgen Moltmann

Philippians 2:1-8
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any
comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness
and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having
the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not
looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. In
your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something
to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found
in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death—even death on a cross!

Cruciformity is when our life takes the shape of Christ’s cross.

Although [x] Not [y] But [z]



Although [status] Not [selfishness] But [selflessness]

Although [very nature God] Not [use that to his own advantage, not
self-seeking] But [made himself nothing to be obedient to the way of death on
a cross]

Mark 10:45
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”


