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Matthew 22:16-22 
They [the Pharisees] sent their disciples to him along with the 
Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of 
integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the 
truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention 
to who they are. Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay 
the imperial tax to Caesar or not?” But Jesus, knowing their evil 
intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? Show 
me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 
and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”  
“Caesar’s,” they replied. Then he said to them, “So give back to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” When they 
heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 
 

 



 

Luke 2:1-4 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world. [This was the first 
census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.] And 
everyone went to their own town to register. So Joseph also went 
up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
 
John 1:45-46 
“We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Nathanael 
said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
 
John 7:25-27 
At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, “Isn’t 
this the man they are trying kill? Here he is, speaking publicly, and 
they are not saying a word to him. Have the authorities really 
concluded that he is the Messiah? But we know where this man is 
from; when the Messiah comes, no one will know where he  
is from.” 
 
John 8:12-17 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” The Pharisees challenged 
him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony 
is not valid.” Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, 
my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am 
going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am 
going. You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 



 

But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not alone. I 
stand with the Father, who sent me. In your own Law it is written 
that the testimony of two witnesses is true. I am one who testifies 
for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.” 
 
Luke 18:10-14 
"Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed: 
'God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give 
tithes of all that I get.' But the tax collector, standing far off, would 
not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to 
his house justified, rather than the other.” 
 
Where I am from, the dominant culture [Pharisee] was upstaged by 
the outcast [tax collector]. 
 
Luke 5:19-20 
But they could not find a way to take him in because of so many 
people. They made a hole in the roof over where Jesus stood. Then 
they let the bed with the sick man on it down before Jesus. When 
Jesus saw their faith, He said to the man, “Friend, your sins are 
forgiven.” 
 
Where I am from, the dominant culture [physical] was upstaged by 
the heart need [anything that separates us from God]. 
 
 



 

Jesus’ Declaration [John 8:14] 
“I know where I came from and where I am going.” 
 
John 16:33 
“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have 
overcome the world.” 
 
John 20:15 
Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
seeking?" 
 
The tears are coming from a place of loss, what I have done with 
my life fills that place. 
 
John 20:19 
Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace be 
with you." 
 
Not just a greeting or a personal opinion, but a new reality. 
 


