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... This distortion is the result of the erroneous belief from their earlier years when they

became habituated to see any connection to physical intimacy as tumah. This perception

becomes so imbedded among young bnei Torah so that when they approach marriage,

they are convinced that they are still dealing with tumah except that now it became

permitted.... Of course, there is nothing that could be more erroneous! To our

sorrow, mechanchim are not careful about this and they continue to defile physical

intimacy, instead of being mechanech talmidim that physical intimacy is a holy thing and

therefore one needs to preserve its holiness! If the students were educated in this manner,

they would know that when they get married, they are creating a beis hamikdash, and not

a place where tumah is permitted G-d forbid!

Hello,

| can't agree more with what was said about enforcing Tznius (or any Yiddishe value for



that matter) in a way that protects the dignity of the child and inspires them rather than
pushes them away.

There is however something that was not said. And that is when a home does not share
and respect the same values of the school they have chosen to send their children to.
Most families live in a community with multiple schools which have varying Hashkafos.
Why do parents place their child in a situation that is likely to cause serious chinuch
concerns as the child grows up? What happens when parents send a child to a school
that has "higher" or stricter standards than the ones at home?

1. The child is confused. "My parents say this is ok but my teachers and the
culture in school say it is not."

2. The child starts to look down at the school. When the parents are notified that
the child is not following the school standards, they respond by expressing
their frustration in front of the child, often "making fun" of or "bad-mouthing"
these "overzealous" overfrum staff members. What does the child think then?

3. It fosters the "just don't get caught” mentality described by the final guest on
the show. The child is taught at home to maintain the out-of-policy behaviors
and they should just play a game with the school to stay out of trouble and not
get caught.

4. Schools are now placed in a highly compromised situation. A child is
consistently sent to school out of "dress code" or not in compliance with other
school standards (mostly at the fault of the parents) and now the school faces
the impossible task of consistently having to navigate the delicate line of
maintaining the integrity of the policy while not hurting the child.

Of course there are creative ways for schools to respectfully have students change
in a sensitive way (such as the idea described by one of the guests). But how is the child
going to react when this has to be done on a consistent basis? No matter how sensitive
the school is, when a child has to change in the "uniform room" every day it's going to
cause the child to be resentful. We know where that leads...

The same applies to schools who have technology policies such as no internet at home
etc. Parents hide this information from the school, sending a very mixed message to their
children. This dangerously compromises the Chinuch they are seemingly so invested in.

Yet parents still prefer to send their child to the "better" school while not realizing that by
not living up to the standards set by the school they are potentially causing serious harm
to their child's Chinuch. They would be much better off sending their child to a school that



perhaps doesn't have the strictest standards yet is in harmony with their own.

When faced with no choice such as when one lives in a smaller community with fewer
school options, parents can still do a lot to prevent this potential power struggle.

1. Speak to your child and explain that they will be going to a school that may
have different minhagim than the ones at home. Show respect for the stricter
Minhagim and commit together to abide by them.

2. Work with the school not against it. When your child is held accountable for not
following the school standards, it may feel tempting to "throw the school under
the bus" to validate your child's frustration. But see this as a teachable moment
to help instill respect for the authority of the school. Of course a parent should
empathize with their child, but that does not have to compromise the
importance of respecting the school's policy.

3. Even when in disagreement with the school of course a parent should never
talk about it in front of their children. But take it a step further, make sure that
they don't pick it up from your tone or body language either. Children have a
sense for these things. They can tell what a parent's attitude is towards the
school without any words being said.

May we all work together doing our part - both parents and educators - to help our children
grow and develop x20 78w nNa in an emotionally healthy way.

Mannis Frankel

Hi,

I'd like to comment on the most recent podcast, Tznius and Dress Code in our schools,
hosted by R' Wasserman. | generally enjoy R' Wasserman's shows very much, apart from
this one and the previous one on the same topic.

| was bothered by two aspects of the show:
- One-Sided Discussion:

I'm not a right winger and | usually love the open discussions on Headlines. This podcast
didn't seem to be an open discussion at all. The premise - that Bais Yaakovs are not
teaching about tznius properly, and this is the reason for the immodest dress of many
grown frum women - was presented as fact, and the interviewees all parroted this line. |
think that the entire premise is very debatable, and the one-sided discussion didn't do



justice to the topic at all.

If you were to interview me, | would have no tznius-enforcement horror stories to share,
simply because the Bais Yaakov that | went to didn't enforce tznius in a draconian way.
(I do concede that most of the students were solid girls who basically toed the line; | don'’t
know how the school would’ve dealt with widespread rebellion and flouting of the dress
code.) We spent very little time learning the halachos of modest dress, because once you
know the basics - collarbones, elbows, knees - there's not much else to add. | do
remember hearing plenty, though, about the midah of tznius, such as humility, doing
mitzvos I'sheim shamayim, etc. In fact, my teachers all had a common refrain when the
subject was raised, "Tznius means pnimiyus".

In my experience, modesty was largely portrayed as a personal avodah, unrelated to
safeguarding men from forbidden thoughts. And contrary to the PTSD experienced by
Mrs. Liss's clients, we heard a lot about the importance of reserving your beauty for your
husband. (I find it hard to believe that her Bais-Yaakov educated clients weren't taught
about the "maros hatzovos" - the mirrors used for the kiyor - at least once a month!)

Next time, please present this as a question: are Bais Yaakovs teaching tznius properly?
I’m sure you’d hear from many, many women whose experience was like mine.

- Harmful Messaging:

Aside from the inaccurate portrayal of the topic, | was bothered by the goal of the podcast
- particularly in the discussion with Rabbi Manning - which was seemingly to negate the
importance of modesty, and to counteract the notion that it is one of the most important
middos for a woman. | fail to see how pushing this narrative could be helpful to anyone
or conducive to increasing kedushah in our midst.

(I don’t take issue with the actual point he made — that the concept of tznius being the
tavlin for women is sourced from the Vilna Gaon and not from Chazal — but focusing the
conversation on that point alone, without the context of a greater discussion on the beauty
and primacy of tznius, sends a very damaging message.)

As an aside, | want to comment about Mrs. Hamilton's opinion regarding women's pictures
in newspapers. Several points:

« She says that in Judaism, we don't cover women's faces, and that's true. A man
may see a woman's face in a perfunctory way. However, a man may not gaze at



a woman's face (I believe this is accepted as one of the elements of "v'lo
sasuru"), and newspapers print pictures for their readers to look at, not just to
scan quickly.

« It's naive to think that if newspapers would reverse their policy and print women’s
pictures, they would only print pictures of rebbetzins. Look at frum news sites
and some of the local frum papers that do print pictures of women — you’ll find
everything from Rebbetzins to politicians to models in ads for makeup artists and
orthodontists. Where will we draw the line between modest and immodest
pictures?

« | take issue with her statement that “everyone has a smartphone” and that our
daughters can recognize pictures of every celebrity. Our smartphones are
filtered and our Bais Yaakov daughters are generally not following celebrities on
social media.

«I'm guessing that Mrs. Hamilton comes from a more open background, but she
should be made aware that most of the rebbetzins whose pictures she wants
printed are deeply modest women, wives and daughters of gedolei Yisroel, who
would surely be very uncomfortable having their pictures plastered across the
papers.

Thank you for reading this message.

Chaya Cohen

Hi,

I'd like to add a postscript to my previous message:

As | mentioned, | was disappointed that the discussion was so one-sided. In an open
debate, the questioner would not be "leading the witness" and creating an echo chamber;
rather, he would seize any opening to ask pointed questions that would force the
interviewee to prove their point.

For instance, when Mrs. Fran Berg mentioned that certain modes of dress were not
allowed by her school but were permitted at home, that would have been a perfect
opportunity to pose some piercing questions:

- Do you think parents should send their daughter to a school whose standards of tznius
are higher than their own?

- If, for whatever reason, parents do send their daughter to such a school, should the
parents adopt the higher standards? What happens if they don't - does that send a
confusing message to their daughter?



- Is it possible that some girls struggle with the school's dress code because their own
family's standards are lower, and they don't feel their parents value the higher standards?

- Do students who come from families whose standards are similar to the school's
standards struggle with the dress code to the same degree as the students whose family's
values are lower?

- In which schools is flouting of the dress code more of a widespread problem - in schools
where the students come from very frum, solid backgrounds, or in schools where the
students come from less devout families?

| think if you would ask these questions, you would get a much more accurate assessment
of whether our Bais Yaakovs are educating about tznius properly, whether dress code
enforcement is an issue in all Bais Yaakov schools or only in certain ones, and what the
true reasons are for some grown women's negative attitudes towards tznius.

Very powerful message this week. Very sad situation... really shocking... and really
chaval!

Halevai this show and more such awareness will make a change.
Kol Tuv,

Daniel Handwerger



Rabbi Anthony Manning
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Elisheva Liss

https://www.elishevaliss.com/post/don-t-even-touch-it-how-making-fake-rules-can-lead-to-

disaster-a-chinuch-message

https://www.elishevaliss.com/post/sacrificing-souls-on-the-altar-of-modesty
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