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Comments on the Show

Listening to this week’s Shiur. | heard Rabbi Pessach Krohn say that in Rabbi David
Cohen’s book on Yiddish he says that “Einekel” grandchild comes from the Sneh “Aino
Ochel” = Einekel, Jewish continuity is never destroyed.

Good Shabbos

Adan Kahn

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,

Thank you for your enormous contributions to Klal Yisroel.
| had a few He'aros which | thought might interest you:

The Rambam Avadim 9,7 does not require an Adon to feed his Eved Canaani, so the
comparison to the prohibition of Lo Yuchal is tenuous.

The Rambam Avadim 8,18 prohibits teaching Torah to an Eved Canaani.

| think the challenge of how to reconcile the permissibility of breaking up a family,
requires first accepting the Torah’s premise that Avadim Canaanim have no Yichus, as

described in Issurei Biya 14,17.

Nonetheless, the emotional sense of family is explicitly acknowledged by the Torah in
the beginning of Parshas Mishpatim. As is true in so many areas of Torah, the maximal
extent of one's financial rights are not synonymous with the parameters of Ve'asisa

Hayashar Ve'hatov.

| believe that the Kinyan Hagufthat a Jew may have is not in violation of
the Eved's Tzelem Elokim, in fact we are committed to a future where we will own other

human beings, albeit to their advantage.
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The fact that children are legally bound to serve their parents without their consent -
Sefer Hamitzvos 210, may be somewhat less controversial, but it highlights the Torah’s

ethos which rejects unbounded liberty as an inherently virtuous aspiration.
With Respect & Gratitude,

Eliyahu Y. Weisman

R’ Dovid,

| love listening to your podcast! Your obviously brilliant and would love to meet you one
day. My uncle Jay Rodin lives in Monsey so perhaps | will get the opportunity. I live in

Dallas and go to Monsey every once in a while.

| was curious in your last headlines about slavery how you would answer the question

you asked Rabbi Goldberg how could Avraham Avinu the first Tzadik have a slave?

| assume it's safe to say he wouldn’t do anything B'Dieved, so he must have felt it was
L'Chatchilah to have a slave how then is it consistent with the Torah as you kept on
asking Rabbi Goldberg, isn’t the only Pshat like he was saying that it must have been
different back then. However you seem not to like his answer. Why? How would you

answer it?
Thanks looking forward to hearing your reply!

Shalom



Response: Good question!
Not every situation is the same.

| too would have liked to be a slave of Avrohom! To be the one in charge of his
household, sent as his emissary to marry off Yitzchak. What a privilege. (It says in xan
IN'7x 12 that NTy'7x continues to take care of Avrohom and Sarah in heaven on high)

These are exceptional cases. To be a slave to any Ploni Almoni is a very different story.

Hello

Thank for your insightful podcast regarding slavery from a Torah point of view. | would
like to add that as abhorrent as it was, those people that were enslaved were usually
our enemies. In today's day and age we understand that kiling enemies in war is
acceptable, in that time enslaving them was considered a justifiable response as well.
Taking slaves and treating them with respect was in a way beneficial to them as this

entitled them to protection they otherwise wouldn’t deserve as our enemies.

| would also point out that regarding the slave trade in the Americas. Once the slave
was already arrived, I'm not sure if it was virtuous to say I'm not buying slaves. If the
buyer knows that he treats them with respect relative to his neighbors, maybe he should
buy them as they would be better off with him. Also when the slave trade was over, |
doubt that these African tribes started loving each other, they probably decided to Kill

each other as they can'’t sell each other as slaves anymore.

In regards why the Torah allowed selling children, the Torah allows one to sell their own
daughter as well. The Torah didn't ban everything they don’t like as many of our
prohibitions are only Derabanan. The Torah banned practices that were bad to the core
and could never ever be beneficial. Selling children although usually evil, might have
been a benefit if they were under cruel parents or cruel masters. Virtuous slave holders

probably tired not tear families apart.

In terms of racism we should be able to differentiate what we are refereeing to. One in

terms of analyzing facts about minority communities such as their high level of anti-



Semitism vs the rest of the US population, their high crime rate, that they might be
considered less attractive, or their physical abilities vs their mental capabilities isn’t
racist. There are studies proving these. The problem starts when we start dehumanizing
and not caring about them. However being blind to science and facts on the ground
might be considered racist in 2020, but we should consider if ignoring these
conversations is racist or counterproductive

Sam Leven

In the most recent podcast about slavery and racism, Dovid continued to push the
second Rabbi about his position on slavery citing sensitivities in the Torah like "Oso
V'es Bno" and "Shiluach Hakein," but at the end of the day the Torah may be sensitive
to the cow in not allowing mother and child to be slaughtered on the same day, it still
allows the slaughter of cows! The Torah may say, send away the mother, but it allows
the robbing of the nest which is surely painful to the mother! So clearly the Torah is
allowing some level of pain to be inflicted when necessary, but requires us to minimize

it. The same thing can be said for Eved K'nani.

In some future society, veganism may become the norm (especially with lab-grown
meats and plant-based alternatives on the rise), and someone will ask, how could the
Torah allow the killing of cows? (One hundred years after "meat slaughter is abolished"
people will look at us in the same way that they look at Washington and Jefferson now).
And people like Dovid will be charging Rabbis who stand behind the slaughter of cows
by citing all the sensitivities the Torah shows to the Challahs and the birds. But the
Torah decided morality and it allowed animal slaughter! So even in a future generation
where animal slaughter is considered murder, we still need to stand behind the Torah...

Leiby Burnham

Response: Rashi in Avoda Zara 17b re 20119 |2 11y*7x 1 says clearly that n*Tin' nT was

not to have slaves.



Note the Lashon Rashi : n*Tin' nT, a very strong lashon. So 2000 years ago we see the

Tannaim were against it.

That is entirely wrong Pshat!!! For starters, it never says that it was n'Tin' n7 for the
Jews not to have slaves, it says that it was n'Tin' n7 for the Jews to free their slaves.
Now, if Jews were really so against slavery, they wouldn't be freeing slaves, because
they wouldn't have them!

Please see the Artscroll on that exact Gemara, that brings the Rishonim who explain
what Rashi means. The Romans made g'zairos against doing anything "The Torah
Way" - n'Tin* nT. The Torah way of freeing a slave was through a nnnw va so that was
outlawed by the Romans. Rabbi Elazar was being charged for following the "Torah way"
and emancipating a slave with a Get Shichrur.

You can't say that owning slaves is against n'min' nT because as your second guest
said, Yaakov and Avraham had slaves. So unless you want to say that there was
uncouthness in the Avos that Ha-shem hoped a later generation would remove, you
simply can't say that the Torah never really sanctioned slavery.

Reb Dovid,
Thank you very much for your wonderful program, this weeks was most insightful.

I'm asking because | respect your opinion and I'd like to learn. In no way is this a gotcha

guestion.

| have two questions that I'd like to pose to you as to what is really morally right or
wrong (please note | don't profess to come anywhere close to your intellect in Torah and
worldly matters).

It seems like progressives are the flavor of the day... Maoists and Trotskies are taking

over, and the mindsets of the venerable and public are metamorphosing.

That being said, | saw a clip today of a chant in NYC "no landlords no cops". While that

seems a bit off today. It may be the mindset of the future. They view landlords as



predators, like slave masters and probably a YTBD word to describe us
landlords. Something they would like to make away with (once they establish it as bad,
then comes their safe spaces and then poof we are gone... case study NYC is on the

way there).

Say in 50 years they DO make away with all landlords and have some other form of
communal ownership. Say they establish that the Landlords of the past were evil...
What do you think that the Reb Dovid of then would say of the Reb Dovid of today.

Now for the question. Say Moshiach comes (however that will look like) and he turned
to you and asks you to kill an Amaleki person(s) and even tells you that it is a mitzvah.
What would do?

Chazak!
Isaac Rubin
Hi Mr. Lichtenstein,

Thank you for continuing to present interesting, current, and engaging discussions with
diverse voices on important timely topics. Headlines is part of my Motzei Shabbos

routine, and | look forward to it all week. Thank you!
| was listening to the discussion with Rabbi Goldberg which went something like this:

HEADLINES: The Torah is committed to Rachmanus (Shiluach Haken, Oso V'es Bino,
Tzar Baalei Chaim, Rachamav Al Kol Maasav) so is selling children of a slave
Rachmanus?

Rabbi Goldberg: | guess so
HEADLINES: Really??! That's Rachmanus??!
Rabbi Goldberg: The Torah allows it, but doesn't require it

HEADLINES: But the Torah is Makpid on Rachmanus!



The questions from Dinim regarding animals can be resolved because we are permitted
to even kill animals for legitimate human use. That certainly is not what the animal
wants and is much worse than taking a bird's eggs or causing Tzar, but it is still Muttar
to kill animals for legitimate human needs. We are careful to cause as little pain and
distress in the process, but animals may be used by people.

And let's be honest.

Eved Cnaani is a Kinyan Haguf in the Eved (Rambam Avadim 9:5). The master may sell
the slave's children (9:2). It is Assur for a master to free his slave (9:6). The master
may be worked B'Farech (9:8). At the same time, that Eved can decide he wants to live
in Eretz Yisroel, and the master is forced to arrangeit (8:9). Also, the Middas
Chassidus and Darkei Hachochma is to show kindness and justice to not overburden a
slave etc. He is there for Avdus not for Busha. In this context the Rambam quotes
Rachamav Al Kol Maasav (9:8).

| think the picture that emerges is slavery was a socio-economic reality, and the Dinei
Hatorah recognize it. The slave is totally Battul to the master. So the real answer to
Rabbi Goldberg is (I think) just as Avodah Befarech is Muttar, but not rachmanus, so too
selling children, though technically Muttar, is not Rachmanus. The Rambam strongly
advises against it. That is what Avdus is.

Also, if 1 understood it correctly, the Bais HalLevi (Drush 17, Passukin Yeshaya)
emphasizes this is an important aspect of our ideal posture to Hashem, Avadim like an
Eved Cnaani. The Bais Halevi explains Dinim of Kiddush Hashem and many Maamarei
Chazal this way. This is scary to my Western 20th Century mind, but | need to be

honest.

All of the Dinim of the Eved Cnaani are as it were within the rights of Hashem to do, and
that is the awareness of an Eved. But as the Rambam says (9:8), K'Einei Avadim El
Adoneihem etc., and Rachamav Al Kol Maasav, Hashem is compassionate and has
mercy on all of His creations. The Halacha requires we make Hatov V'Hametiv and
Dayan Haemes B'Lev Shalem.



| understand that this is not the entire picture of our relationship with Avinu Malkeinu,
but what | am trying to say is, doesn't one need to be careful about the case they make
against slavery and it's immorality and cruelty, because it is a fundamental Hashkafa

that Klal Yisroel are like Avadim Cnaaniim to Hashem?
Thank you for all of the work you do producing wonderful content which | enjoy weekly!
Warm regards,

Elie Bashevkin

Hello Mr. Lichtenstein,

| hope | find you well. My name is Yaakov Bindler. | really enjoy listening to your
Shiurim. | recently listened to your shiur “Show 278 - Slavery and Racism - The Torah
view”, and would greatly appreciate it if you could address a number of number of points

advanced by Harav Steinmetz.

1) The Rav applied the idea that the “Torah accepts practices with the hope that they will one
day be uprooted” to slavery. | would argue that the fact that we find the Torah “hedging” by a
number of mitzvos/permitted actions and NOT by slavery would indicate that the Torah IS okay
with slavery. For example; A) Yifas Toar: the Torah permits, with the caveat that it will ultimately
result in a Ben Soreh U’'moreh. B) Nirzah: The Torah allows a Yid to remain a slave, but because
he “rejected that which he heard and Har Sinai”, his ear is nailed. C) Divorce: The Torah allows it,
and even qualifies it as a mitzvah, but nevertheless, the Mizbeach cries. We find here that the
Torah, so to speak, “hedges”, on these topics; “you can do this, but...” Not so by slavery. The
Torah stipulates parameters which are qualifiers, and not “hedges”. We do not find an
indication in Chazal or the Torah that owning a slave is good or bad.

2) Tangentially to what was said above, | don’t understand the viewpoint that “the Torah was
given at time where man held different notions than that which we hold today, and therefore G-
d permitted slavery, but ultimately G-d wanted the practice to stop”. My question is simply this:
Who said? Where did the Rav get this idea from? | hope this doesn’t come off as Chuspahdik, |
am writing this with respect to the Rav, who is far more knowledgeable and understanding in
the ways of the Torah, but It seems like a revisionist argument. Can one say “at the time the
Torah was given Mishkav Zachar was reviled, but today it is accepted & therefore the Torah's
prohibition no longer applies? Am | misunderstanding the point?


http://podcast.headlinesbook.com/e/62720-show-278-slavery-and-racism-the-torah-view/
http://podcast.headlinesbook.com/e/62720-show-278-slavery-and-racism-the-torah-view/

3) According to the research | have done, no Rishon or Acharon discusses the reasons as to
why slavery is permitted with the sole exception of the Chinuch. In Mitzvah 347, the Chinuch
writes that because everything in this world was created to be utilized for the advancement of
our Avodah, G-d allowed slavery in order to free up time to focus on Avodah. The Chinuch
doesn’t hedge nor does he imply that this is Bidieved. He states this as if it’s logical. This is the
only Rishon | have found that gives a reason and does so unapologetically.

4) Lastly, on a historic note, the abolitionist movement began in 1830. The industrial
revolution began in 1760. Furthermore, the idea of abolition began in 1315 by Louis X, who
proclaimed freedom to any slave who set foot in France. Lithuania, in 1588, became the first
country to abolish slavery. Many of the founding fathers were against incorporating slavery in to
the constitution.

Once again, thank you for the Shiurim and for your time.
Regards,

Yakov Bindler

in response to your wonderful show on racism

https://70years.com/topic.html#america-united

170IXMAYIVO NNX DIN) NN
Shalom

| just wanted to comment on the last show that both of the interviewees said that it's
hard for us to really understand the slavery mentality, and gave the impression that the

Torah slavery was sort of written for the slavery era only.

In my opinion this is sort of going down a dangerous slope and we need to understand
the slavery even in today's mentality which the Torah permits even today.

Thank you,

Yaakov Burr


https://70years.com/topic.html#america-united

Hi Rav Dovid

| have enjoyed your Seforim, and even more so, the podcast. | was excited to see you
tackle the important issue of slavery and racism, and the interview with Rav Steinmetz
was great. The one with Rav Goldberg was less-so, even as a foil / punching bag. |
hope that that part of the episode doesn't spread too far, as | think his approach is not
Mekadesh Shem Shamayim.

As a Rebbe in high school, | deal with these and other hot topics all the time and wrote
up my theory of the Torah approach to slavery, monarchy, gender imbalance in
marriage and divorce and homosexuality here. I'm sure you get many people pushing
their Chiddushim on you, but | know that these are questions that you grapple with as

well, so I'd be curious to hear your feedback if you get a chance to read it.

Thank you for your service to Klal Yisrael and | look forward to learning a lot more

from/with you.

Donny Besser

Dear Reb Dovid,
Thank you for your program on slavery.

In terms of understanding why n"apn considered it necessary to allow slavery, | wanted
to point out that the notion slavery was so entrenched in the psyche of 7xw* 12, that
despite all the Torah's insistence, Jews would not release even their own Jewish slaves,

for which Hashem castigates them in 2>-n: 17 Inm.

Another point I'm not sure was made is that 7xw' ny were essentially the only
monotheists in a totally pagan world, and the Torah and Neviim highlight throughout the
failure of 7xw' ny to maintain their distinctive monotheistic "nopwn™ in that climate. It
would be logical to suggest that, as unpleasant as it was, the Torah considered niTay
an essential part of a system of laws designed to prevent pagans from practicing a


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K5K0LS3PgiUe-qHMPJrxGBmlOmmvgMvRNsoGUHV1VMU/edit?usp=sharing

pagan lifestyle in the midst of 7x ' ny, thereby tempting them to follow suit. Sadly, oy

78w still succumbed to this temptation leading to massive destruction for millennia.
NN'™MIR7 17'N
Danny Eisenberg

Hello R' Dovid,

| hope it is not too late to comment on your show about slavery. | recently came across
this Mareh Makom which | did not see mentioned in your sources. The Pri Megadim at
the end of O"C siman 156 is Mesupak if there is a Din Veahavta Lireacha Kamocha on
an Eved. He brings several Rayos that there is Veahavta on an Eved and does not
bring any counter- Rayos. Therefore, it would seem that Lihalacho there is a Din
Veahavta on an Eved. See also in Siman 693 where he is Mesupak if you can give
Mishloach Manos to an Eved and he seems to conclude that an Eved is called

Rei'acha.

| believe that the correct answer to your question of "How could the Torah allow the
selling of slave children” is that in Hilchos Kinyanim it is Muttar. However, in Hilchos
Veahavta Lireiacha Kamocha it is 100% Assur in a case where it will cause pain to the
parents. The Torah does not allow one to be cruel or to cause pain to another but this is
not in Hilchos Avodim rather it is in Hilchos Bein Adom Lechavero. There are many
things which one is technically "allowed" to do but would still be totally Sssur because it
is cruel. It is Poshut that selling a parent's small children would be Assur for this

reason.
Thanks for the great content.
Best regards,

Yosef Greenstein
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