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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the questions

The Gr"a says that it's talking about a city that’s all Kohanim. But the Rashba seems to
hold since he’d be a Mamzer he's disqualified as a Kohen. There seems to be a
discussion on this in the Poskim.

The Chasam Sofer in Teshuvos Yore deah 338 gives a fabulous answer. Torah dictates
that because of Rov he is a Kohen and may not touch Tumah, regardless of whether
he’s really a Kohen. Bepo'el he’s 7ox' 'pi7x nn? and he may not touch a corpse.
As an added clarification, there’s a Chakirah in Achronim whether Rov is a Birur (*xTi)
or a Din (nanin). If it’s a Birur, the question of Rashba is rock solid, as there’s paradox
in this. But if it's a Din, than the Chasam Sofer makes sense.

Eli Silberstein
Comments on the Show
Reb Dovid,

It took until the very end of the show for Reb Nachum to B'chlal mention that the parents
may need attention and that children caring for them vs an institution can actually
lengthen their lives. Overall, though, while listening, | was just struck at how different the
messaging was from how | was raised and educated. The underlying premises and

assumptions he operated with were troubling to me.

| learned in several American yeshivas in America and several for-Americans-by-
Americans Teshivos in Israel, and the attitudes in each of these were different from how
Reb Nachum presented, even if the words themselves, as given over in Vaadim may
have been similar. Derech Eretz Kadma Latorah was a big one. The Mussar precept of
"your Chaver's Gashmius is your Ruchnius" was another. Does the famous story with R
Yisroel Salanter not singing or speaking Torah at the hosts meal when they had a cook
who had children to go home and eat with, is that story less impactful in the Israeli
yeshiva scene than the American ones? Less "Halacha L'maiseh"? It's hard to imagine
that that message was disputed by the non-Mussar litvish world, as the Hemshech of



the story was Reb Yitzchok Elchonon Spector from Kovno finding a source in Chumash
supporting that story.

| can't even find specific words he used that | can point to and argue against, only the
general premise that he seemed to come from, that one needed a Hetter to care for
ones parents, provided it meant a potential weakening in ones learning. Everything |
have been taught, both purposefully, as well as via osmosis, is that our entire purpose
on this world is to help others. This basic message was echoed in both the Yeshivish
institutions | have been part of, as well as the more modern ones, and even the
Lubavitch ones. My grandmother was a prolific amateur lyricist, and one line of hers
always stands out to me. The context is Hashem talking to Adam and Chava as they
stand under their allegorical Chuppah. "I have given you this world, a gift that is free, so
give freely to each other, so you will both be like me."

Btw, the highlight of the show for me was hearing about the Hay lyar programming in
Cincinnati. Such a beautiful idea, having each Rav "steel man" each other's position,
ensuring a respectful treatment of the issue. | would love for my children to be exposed
to something similar in Monsey.

Eli Nadoff

Show Suggestions
Good morning.

Can their please be a future episode podcast discussing a moment of silence in all
public schools.

Thanks

Ephy Merovitch
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