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Mark 8:31-38
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law,
and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly
about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But when
Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me,
Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely
human concerns.” Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples
and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take
up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it,
but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is
it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can
anyone give in exchange for their soul? If anyone is ashamed of me and my



words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be
ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

“Story isn’t flight from reality but a vehicle that carries us on our search for
reality, our best effort to make sense out of the anarchy of existence.”

- Robert McKee, Story

“A good working definition of disciple or apprentice is simply someone who
has decided to be with another person, under appropriate conditions, in order
to become capable of doing what that person does or to become what that
person is.”

- Dallas Willard

What is Jesus good at that we want to be good at?

Jesus was good at living in the kingdom and presence of God; and He applies
that kingdom reality for the good of others and even makes it possible for
them to enter it themselves.

Mark 8:34
Then [Jesus] called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said:
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me.”

“The threat to punish by death is the bottom line of the power of the state;
fear of this threat keeps the dominant order intact. By resisting this fear and
pursuing kingdom practice even at the cost of death, the disciple contributes
to shattering the powers’ reign of death in history.”

- Ched Myers, Binding the Strong Man

Servanthood replaces dominion; forgiveness absorbs hostility.



John 15:12
My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

1 John 3:16-18
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And
we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has
material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on
them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not
love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.

Romans 15:1-3a
We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to
please ourselves. Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to
build them up. For even Christ did not please himself…

Ephesians 4:32-5:1
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you. Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved
children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself
up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.


