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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Hi,
Chag sameach. The following are some answers to each of the Pesach riddles:

Riddle 1: One answer, brought by the Kedushas Levi (Drushim L'Chanukah in Parshas
Mikeitz), is that we don't say al hanisim on Pesach because the nisim of Pesach
(makkos, yam suf etc.) were not "b'derech heteva':
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A second answer, mentioned briefly in the Shibolei Haleket (Shiboles 218), is that we
already say something similar to sh'asa nisim when we begin the hallel in magid with
"lefikach anachnu chayavim lehodos...le'mi she'asa lanu Vv'laavosaeinu es kol hanisim
ha'eilu".
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Others say a similar answer, that the bracha of "asher gealanu v'gaal es avoseinu”

accomplished the same thing (or more) than a she'asa nisim would.

Riddle 2: The Magen Avraham (639) in the name of the Maharil, among many others,
provides a straightforward answer: that in the case of sukkah, there is a general



mitzva to dwell in the sukkah, and every time one eats in the sukkah he is fulfilling that
mitzva and so makes a leishev ba'sukka. In the case of matza, however, outside of the
first k'zayis there is no affirmative mitzva to eat matza--one just cannot eat chametz and
so must use matza for lechem mishna etc. by default. So there is no reason to make an
"al achilas matza" each and every time. The question becomes more complicated
according to the Gr"a, who holds that there is a mitzva to eat matza all seven days, and
indeed there are some who say that according the Gr"a one should say a bracha each
time they eat matza (or, at the very least, wouldn't be making a bracha I'vatala if they

did).
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Riddle 3: | found this question raised in a sefer called Nehalech B'regesh (page 195) by
Rav Yosef Friedman, who answers that "avuda mimenu" only applies when the
individual doesn't intend or want the item to leave his possession (e.g., when it gets
taken out to sea). But if he fully intends for the item to leave his control in order to
accomplish a purpose, like throwing the chametz into the fire in order to burn it, then it
isn't considered "aveda mimenu" and shouldn't prevent him from properly fulfilling the

biur chametz.
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Riddle 4: In the sefer Ziv Hamoadim (ha'ara 54) by Rav Yosef Westenstein, this
guestion is asked and the author answers that even according to the Behag, each day
is its own mitzva. Each day requires that all of the previous days have been counted,
but remains independent. So, unlike the daled kosos, we make a bracha on the
counting. This seems correct to me, since if it's not the case then theoretically it would
be okay (or even required) to simply make one bracha before counting the first day and

then just count each day after that without a bracha.
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Riddle 5: This question is asked in a sefer called Yikar Tiferes (page 601), a compilation
of shiurum by Rav Moshe Kister, and he answers that there is a distinction between
sefiras ha'omer, where the form of the mitzva (counting) is the same as was done when
the korban omer was brought, and afikoman, where the form of the mitzva (eating
matza) is completely different than what it is commemorating (eating the korban
Pesach). A bracha is only made in the former situation, not the latter.
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Riddle 6: This question is asked by the Nimukei Maharai in the back of the Rambam
(Hilchos temidin u'musafin, perek 7, halacha 22), who suggests that perhaps tefillin shel
yad and shel rosh is more of a single "inyan" than the days and weeks of sefiras



ha'omer because they have one purpose, and so don't necessarily weaken the proof.
This idea is supported, | think, by the fact that the Rambam limits his opinion that tefillin
only requires one bracha to a case where both are put on together. That said, he
doesn't seem fully satisfied by the answer.
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Riddle 7: 1 could not find an answer to this question, but would suggest the two following
answers: 1) the Divrei Yichezkel's point is that sefiras ha'omer isn't dependent on the
time (second day of Pesach) but an action (the bringing of the omer), which could in
theory happen on another day. In contrast, the molad that determines kiddush levana is
a fixed lunar event that almost literally is time since we use it to structure the calendar.
In other words, it's far more akin to the second day of Pesach than it is to the bringing of
the korban omer, or 2) perhaps kiddush levana is a mitzvas asei she’hazman gerama
for a completely separate reason that has nothing to do with the molad: because it can

only be done at night (which is its own sugya, but true at least according to some).

Riddle 8: | assume Riddle 8 is "what happened to Riddle 8"? And in the spirit of the
Seder, | would like to suggest an answer: So the listeners will ask!

Best,
David Birnbaum
Shalom Aleichem,

| would like to propose answers for a number of the pesach riddles posed on the

podcast.

1) Regarding mitzvas aseh shehazman gramah, kiddush levanah and sefirah - perhaps

we can say that even though kiddush levanah is dependent on the molad, which is an



event, it is still classified as zman gramah, because the event of the molad is itself the
mekor of all zmanei HaTorah. Therefore anything that is talui in the molad is also
considered as if it is zman gramah.

2) Regarding not saying a bracha on 4 kosos because they can not be done b'vas
achas - perhaps we can say that it is different from sefirah, because with sefirah, it
would be nonsensical to do the entire mitzvah b'vas achas - on the first night, how can
we count the second and third nights, it's not yet the second or third night? We therefore
are completing on each night the full portion of the mitzvah that could be done at that
time. With regard to 4 kosos, however, we in theory could drink all 4 kosos at once, the
only reason we don't is because Chazal instructed us to separate them.

3) Regarding sukkah vs. Matza - perhaps we can suggest that matza after the first night
is truly optional, whereas sukkah is not, because you are obligated to sleep in the
sukkah and carry out all of your other activities in the sukkah throughout the entire Yom
Tov (we only make the brachah upon eating for reasons the poskim discuss, but we see
that b'etzem there is a chiyuv throughout Yom Tov). Moreover, when you eat matzah
after the first night, the eating itself is truly optional. When you make the brachah of
leishev basukkah after the first night however, the eating that precipitated the yeshivas
sukkah and the brachah might be optional, but once you choose to eat the mitzvah of
sukkah is not optional.

4) Regarding zecher - perhaps we can distinguish between sefirah and afikomen
because with sefirah we are fulfilling the mitzvah as a zecher just as it was done
originally. With afikomen, we are doing an entirely unrelated action (eating matzah) as a
zecher to the original mitzvah of eating korban pesach.

5) Regarding tefillin vs. Sefirah - in Sefer Hamitzvos the Rambam does not just say that
if sefirah were two mitzvahs there would be two brachos. He says that we would only
count the weeks at the end of the week and at that time we would recite the second
brachah for the mitzvah of counting weeks. | believe that he is saying there would be a
separate brachah for the mitzvah of counting weeks because the two mitzvos can not
necessarily be done at the same time. With regard to Tefillin, they can be, and generally
are, done at the same time, and therefore only one brachah is said. However even the



Rambam concedes that there are separate brachos for the two mitzvos of Tefillin if
done separately.

6) Regarding the brachah of She'asa Nisim - perhaps we can suggest that this brachah
was enacted only for Nisim that occurred to K'lal Yisrael after the nation was formed.

The Nisim of yetzias Mitzrayim were the formation of the nation itself.
Thank you very much and have a wonderful Yom Tov.
Mordechai Shtern

Waterbury, CT

| think | know the answer to some of the riddles-

1. We say asher gealano so that is instead of sheasah nissim- asher gealano is more
specific and that's why we say it instead (I heard Rav Schachter says this)

2. The Baal Hamaor (Pesachim 26b) says that by sukkah it's impossible to go 7 days
without sleeping in the sukkah, but you can go for 7 days without eating matzah. Rav
Moshe Sternbach (Teshuvos V’hanhagos vol. 2 no. 233) says that the mitzvah to eat

matzah is a continuation of the first night so it doesn't need a new bracha

3. It's not avudah meimenu because you have daas for it to be burned, lemashul if you
are filling your car with gas in rishus harabim someone isn't allowed to just steal all the

gas even though you are planning on having the gas used as fuel for your car
4. Maybe the Abudraham just doesn't hold like the behag

5. It's different cause bizman beis hamikdash they had a korban pesach so the
afikomen isn't the same mah sheen kein by sefira we still count the same way they

counted bezman beis hamikdash

6. We see that Rambam holds that there is 2 separate brachos on the shel yad and shel
rosh (perek 4 halacha 4) just that you don't say them both when you do the 2 mitzvos



together- maybe this is because he holds it would be a hafsek in between the shel yad
and shel rosh cause even though it's 2 mitzvos they're still connected

7. Rav Moshe says that kiddush levenah could still be a mitzvas aseh shehazman

grama because the mitzvah of kiddush levanah starts the day after the molad

Zevi Gross

Hi Reb Dovid

Great show, love the podcasts and here are answers to three riddles from your last

podcast!
Answer to why we don’t say Sheoso Nissim la’'voysaiynu on seder night:

The Prisha says (473:2) says b’shem R’ Amram because it is a Yom yeshuah which is
more than a nes. the Tur says that its nichlal in the brocha of ‘asher goalonu’ at the end
of maggid. And the Maharil asks that the loshon nes is not mentioned in that brocha,
instead he answers that yetziaas mitzrayim is written in the Torah & and Sheoso Nissim
is only said on a mitzvah d’rabbonon like Chanuka & purim. [The Aruch Hashulchan

(ibid 2,3) asks what the s'vora is to be mechalek, see there for an arichus on this]
Answer to why we don’t make a brocha ‘al achilas matza’ every time we eat Matza:

[The Maharil proves from this question that there is no mitzva to eat matza on the rest of
pesach]. The Baal Hamoar [at the end of pesachim] answers that on sukkos you are
required to use the sukka at least for sleeping, because one can’t survive 7 days without
sleeping so al korchoch there is an element of of chiyuv in ‘Basukois teshvu shivas
yomim’ & it is not just reshus, whereas on pesach there is never a hechrech to eat
matza. The Rashba (Teshuvos 3:287) answers that by sukka if you don’t want to eat
bread then you have a chiyuv to eat in the sukka whereas by matza there is no case
that you'd be chayav, it's all voluntary. Some other Achronim say that the hagdora of
mitzvas matza all pesach is not a mitzva gemura only that it's a heker of ‘nisht esen
chometz’ therefore there is no brocha [see Chut Shoni Shemitta 5:1,2, and others].



Answer to why Nashim are Pottur from Kiddush Levono:

[See the Chochmas Shlomo (421:1) who asks this question, that kiddush levono is not
zeman geromo rather the action of doing kiddush levino is only shayech on the new
moon and therefore it isn't zeman geromo — its similar to sehecheyanu on a new fruit
that is around during summer time but not during winter months, where sincd the mitzva
isn't dependent on zeman rather on a new fruit therefore it isn't a mitzvas asai
shazeman geromo, so too by Kiddush levono.]

The Kuntres Acharon (5:21) and Mishmeres Chaim (chelek alef: hil. Brochos: 2) and
Igrus Moshe (CH”M 2:43:2) answer that Kiddush levono is zeman geromo since in truth
besides for the end of the month, during the rest of the month the moon is visible, it's
just that Chazal were mesakein that you only make a brocho on the new moon,
therefore they made it in a certain zeman, so it's a mitzvas asai shazeman geromo. And
it's not like a new fruit which isn’t dependent on zeman rather only a metzius and in the

winter there is no brocho since there’s no fruit.
Kol Tuv,

Shloimy Berlin

1. Why no bracha on matzah all 7 days of pesach like there is by succos?

Answer: The Sdei Chemed (maareches chametz u’'matzo) answers in the name of Rav
Zalman Lipschitz that eating matzah all 7 days isn’t a mitzvah in its own right, rather the
mitzvah is to show that we don’t eat chametz, and one doesn’t make brachos on
prohibitions

2. Why no bracha on Sha’aseh Nissim at the seder?

Answer:Amek Bracha explains that the reason we’re allowed to say hallel by night is
because unlike all other times we say hallel, at the seder we are saying hallel on the
miracle we are going through right now- as we say A person is chaiv to envision himself
as if he himself left Mitzrayim. The hallel we say at the seder is not a hallel that



commemorates something that happened to our forefathers rather an experience that
each individual goes through himself. Based on the same reasoning it would not make
sense to say the bracha of Sha’aseh Nissim, which commemorates the miracles that

happened to our forefathers.

3. Why is there no bracha on the Afikoman just because it's a Zecher Lamikdash,

Sefira is also a Zecher Lamikdash and there we do make a bracha?

Answer: In the Sefer HaMitzvos L'Rav Sadya Gaon, Rav Yeruchem Fishel Perlau
explains the reason we don’t make a bracha on Korech is because we just made a
bracha of Achilas Matzah/Marror on the ikar matza and it wouldn’t be sensible to make
another bracha, even if there would be an element of zecher Imikdash in the eating of
korech. With this same logic we can answer why there is no bracha on Afikomen- its not
that we dont make a bracha because it's a Zecher Lamikdash rather because we just
made a bracha on the ikar matzah a few moments ago, it wouldn’t be sensible to
remake a bracha on the matzah that we are eating as a zecher. As opposed to Sefiras
Haomer we do make a bracha on the zecher I'mikdash since we did not already make

the bracha on sefira and so the zecher ’'mikdash does require a bracha.

Kavod HaRav Lichtenstein,
| would like to submit answers to some of your riddles from the pre Pesach episode:

1. To the question as to why we say a bracha whenever we eat on sukkos but not

whenever we eat matzah on pesach -

Answer: Eating Matzah on Pesach after the first night is only a reshus according to the
gemora, not a chiyuv. While having a meal on chol hamoed sukkos is also a reshus,
the bracha of leisheiv be'sukkah isn't on the meal, it's on dwelling in the sukkah, which
is a chiyuv all of sukkos (we just happen to say the bracha when eating, according to
Rebeinu Tam; Rambam actually says to say the bracha whenever you enter the
sukkah).



2. To the question of why the Abudraham says that a reason we don't say birchas
hamitzvah on 4 kosos since they are broken up, even though the mitzvah of sefiras
haomer is one broken up mitzvah (according to the Bahag).

Answer: Abudraham doesn't hold sefiras haomer is broken up , although he quotes the
Bahag, he then quotes the Rosh who argues - it seems like he is paskening like the
Rosh.

3. To the question of how the Mishna Brurah (and "all poskim" ) can say women are
patur from Kidush Levana because it's zman grama if the Ramban says that women are
obligated in sefiras haomer , and assuming the explanation of the Ramban is like the
Divrei Yechezel that sefiras haomer is not zman grama since it's based on the event of
the moon phase.

Answer 1: First of all, it's not true that all poskim hold like the Mishna Brerah that women
are patur from Kiddish Levana. See Nefesh Harav page 176 where he quotes Rav
Soloveichik as holding that the poskim who hold women are obligated are correct(!).

However, Ramban is a Daas Yachid when it comes to Sefiras Haomer, Rambam and
Sefer HaChinuch hold they are patur, so certainly the Mishna Breruah et al, do not have
to hold like the Ramban.

Answer 2: One could even square the Mishna Brurah by Kidush Levana with the
Ramban on Sefiras HaOmer with this alternative explanation of the Ramban by the
Seridei Eish (quoted at the end of this page here: https://www.kby.org/english/torat-

yavneh/view.asp?id=4384: that is, that sefiras haomer is not zman grama, not because

the omer is event based, but rather because counting omer is not '‘caused by time' but
rather is an expression or observation of time.

| love your show, | am a huge chassid. Thanks so much!
Chag Kosher Ve'Sameach,

Mike Wiesenberg


https://www.kby.org/english/torat-yavneh/view.asp?id=4384
https://www.kby.org/english/torat-yavneh/view.asp?id=4384
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Hi 1 would like to suggest some answers to your riddles. Riddle number 1, A) The Tur
says that we say instead the Bracha asher geulonu it can be explained That we
ourselves were saved not Sheoso lavosaini Like by other Nissim ,because Chayav
adam liros atzmo. B) The aruch hashilchan explains since saying yetziyas mitzrayim is
a mitzva you don't find that you do a mitzvah by making a bracha, but asher geolunu

goes on the matzah and maror.

Riddle 2: A) sdei chemed writes that each time in suckah is a new mitzvah, but matza is
considered one long mitzvah. B) Others say you can't make bracha on matza which is
completely a reshus, you can eat matza ashira etc. Sucka on the other hand although

you can pater yourself a seuda is mechoiv besuckah is shaiech bracha.

Riddle 5: | think we can answer with a brisker rav in menuchas that is masbir that sefira
is not merely a zecher lamikdash but a new mitzvah derabbanan based on the mitzvah

bizman habais. With that we can understand why we should make bracha.

Riddle 6: | believe the Rambam doesn't say you can't make one bracha on 2 mitzvahs
we find clearly that you can make one bracha on hafroshas terumos umasros if your
mafrish together. The same thing by Tefilin although the're 2 mitzvahs since you put
them on together 1 bracha is enough, but if your mafsik or only have one we actually do
make another different bracha even according to the Rambam. What the Rambam is
saying is that we don't find another bracha at all by sefirah for weeks even if your

mafsik.

Riddle 7: | think what the meforshim are masbir the Ramban is that since the omer is
something done by man it can't be considered Zman gramma. The molad on the other
hand even if might be called an event it happens automatic come certain time, is

considered that Zman is Gorem.



Comments on the Show

Dear R’ David

As a regular listener | just wanted to thank you for the various podcasts and Daf
Headlines that | have enjoyed for some time — my friends and | love listening to you —
we see you as role model - someone who combines work and learning and is a marbitz

torah with fascinating material week in week out.

What prompted me to write to you (although in truth | should have done so some time
ago) was the vort you said in the 6th March show about the Hagoda’s use of Hamokom
with the 4 sons. It's a tremendous chizuk — both for the perspective of looking at ones
kids and also looking at oneself as a parent — questioning whether what we are doing is
sufficient.

The vort moved me a great deal and | passed it on to various people — one of whom is
my brother who is a family therapist. He messaged me a few days later to thank me —
and he told me that he told what you said to a man who was struggling with his son
wanting to bring his non-Jewish girlfriend to his Seder. This gentleman was comforted
by what is undoubtedly Emes — thank you from him too.

Wishing you a kosher and happy Pesach and continued strength in your amazing work.

Chayim Schwab





