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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions

In regards to the question of 7a'x Xa'jpy a1 why we make a nd>1a on npyn ntwy as it is
clear in the T"n X9 nI>72 ‘70 0”anN and apy 'S nIN?'kw (however see 1”0w "*0 NN Who
holds that you don't make a n>1a on npyn n"wy because "n”Dy X71 NIXI NdI1NY" see
N7 NIV'YN 770 NIX X”0 N> NN TN TY) according to what ‘on say (from the a7n2,
as well as in the n”n ow n”ann) that you don't make a n>1a on nxaNNX o' because it is

only for oTx 7N1x7 to save you from the n1>o of nmiTo nn.

The 71 "0 Dnax nd1a as well the 'an 1xn'm 01 ‘707 nnmo o'Tan N9 and also ynwn
from the 27n 1”9 ndMA 70 7M1 0N answer that a njzyn is only there to save you from a
future n1d0 that is not here yet, whereas nainnx om is to get rid of a n1>o that is already
here on your hands ready to touch your mouth and nose as |n nipoy o1 (the hands
are always moving around).

[Although it's interesting to note that there seems to be two nnixa in the niwxn in the
reasoning of this rule (that you don't make a n>72 on a nixn that is n1>0 niwn).

From the above mentioned oin it is ynwn that it is because you are doing the nixn only
for your own benefit (T8 1X7 bnw) and not because nwn commanded (and therefore
you can't say I'nixna nu TR WWK nixi). (Maybe you can compare it to the xamx nin of the
1 ,X> n7'an M'Rn in regards to nixn which there is no an to do like nu'nw etc. (Just if
you want to eat meat then the nixn is to Kill it is thru nu'nw) that there is no N> arn.
Only that his xajzon over there is that you do make a n>12a because at the end of the day
although you are only shechting (for example) because you want to eat meat and there
is no arn to do so, but this that you are shechting as appose to killing in another way is
because of the xnian "y, however by ni¥n that are for n1>o the very nixnn nwyn is

DTXN NIX7.)

However the (x"awninn) |”ann? nionimn n”iv as well as the 1770 n”o0 Nn”IX X2 say

that the reason you don't make a n>1a on nanNNX 0! is because nny119n 7y |'>1an |'N.

Now according to the second way it makes sense to be 77nn between nannx o'm and

npyn in regards to how close the n1oo is, however according to the first way (‘oin as



well as is ynwn from the n”anY which says "19n X7 07T 1272 12N X7X N1dON 190",
which is ynwn that the issue is that you are doing the nixn only for your benefit, as
opposed to the explanation that the nixn includes also the aspect of niay119) why should
there be a difference between how far away the nio is, at the end of the day you are
doing it for yourself oTxn 1x7.]

The nw p'man M19's first answer is that the rule that you don't make a n>1a on nixn
which are for n10 is only by 221771 nixn (like nannx o' and omn 11'o0) but a n nixn
nImn you make a nd>1a even if it's for nido.

The 2 niIx 'a "0 Xnj N”IX DTN w7 answers that o1 n7'01 is just to get rid of a n1do

from yourself however npyn is getting rid of a n1>o for others.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe in n”op 'v 2 77n wTip nNax answers based on what the n7ann
in N wlIv nixnn 190 writes that the nixnn myv aren't counted in the 613 nixn, and
nevertheless the n”ann includes Jnaa o'mT n'wn X7 (which is nNIxd7 the reason for
making a njpyn) as a nixn on its own. From he we see that the making of a njzyn is not
only for o'nT n'wn X7 but rather a nixn on its own (based on the n ,2> 02T "M0). Which
practically means that if you can get rid of the ni>o of your roof a different way (raise the
ground around the roof or lower the roof make a ramp etc.) although you are not naiy
the X7 of o'wn X7 you were 70an the nwy of npyn nvwy. From here we see that there is
more to the making of a njpyn then forewarning a n1oo (which would make it a nixn that
you do just for your purposes) but rather to fulfill the nixn in this specific way that own
commanded. According to this it is also understood way when the n”ann brings the nixn
nwy to get rid of all nind>o in "0 X' woi1n Nmwi nxN ‘70 the o any doesn't bring the
7109 of njpyn nwy but rather Ywo1 "mwi 77 "Mwn because the nixn of npyn nwy is not
a "7 arn of getting rid of all m1>o in any way possible but rather a specific nixn to make
a wall on roof (in regards to 112 etc. that are learn out in the m90 look at "0 pnNax 12T
‘7 "0 20 nwyn ‘a NIX 149, that you make a n>1a, but see 175 "vo 1”70 775 DX "n who is

27N,
Thank you very much,

Menachem Rapoport
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Response:

Rambam in Sefer Hamitzvos & Yad both CLEARLY state that the nwy is because
of n130, See below, So does the Sefer Hachinuch.
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Comments on the Show

| was surprised at the shallowness of the Lubavitch talk, which was so not typical of this
show. We don’'t decide what Hashem wants by “success®, and we don’t measure
success by paper thin spread of Judaism, and even if all that is truly good and just, that

doesn’t justify other acts they do.

The Rambam writes that Islam and Christianity are in the world to do great things, to
spread monotheism - belief in God. Christianity accomplished a tremendous amount of
good, and surely brought a lot of faith to hundreds of millions of people, beside for all
the tremendous Chesed they do (and | do admire them for it), but at the same time it’s
based on lies. In the world of 27w you can do a lot of good and bad at the same time,
and if we start measuring truth based on apparent success we are becoming
christianized...

What you said that only a very small minority of Chabad believes the Rebbe is still alive,
| was very surprised at the ignorance. At the headquarters, at 770, at the closing of
every Yom Tov there are hundreds! of people passing by the Rebbe’s chair with a cup
of wine in one hand and waving at the chair with another, this takes about an hour for
everybody to finish, and the whole time they’re singing that the Rebbe should continue
to live on. Of course there’s a banner inside wishing the Rebbe continued long life, as is
on many skullcaps around the world. At the annual Kinus Hashluchim they recite the
“‘Rabbis Kapitel”. This is the capital of the number of the Rebbe’s age, so this is what he
would have been saying had he been alive! (The Rebbe’s Minhag was to recite the
Kapitel of his age every day).. | can go on and on, but anyone with little inside
knowledge knows full well it's far from a minority. At the funeral of the Holtzbergs in
Israel, we all withessed how her father was crying to the Rebbe that he must already
reveal himself... And much more, which | cannot spell out in this forum, but there’s
really much much more.

The Rebbe definitely changed fundamentals of Torah as we know it. For one example,
he said that as we know the Baal Shem Tov said that in every generation there is a
Moshiach alive ready to be revealed, so since Chabad started, every Chabad Rebbe
was the Moshiach of that generation. Just think what that amounts to if you believe as



many do that this is the generation of Moshiach... 1+1=2... He also said that on the
holiday of Sukkos just like the 7 Ushpizin come to the Sukkah, so too first night the Baal
Shem Tov comes, the second night good Magid of Mezrich, the third night the Baal
HaTanya, and so on the rest of Lubavitcher Rebbes. again, just one example of many...

Look, we all know that there are many shortcuts that seemingly get you faster to many
different goals. One can make money by cutting corners much faster than by paying
attention to every law. And don’t forget, when we’re dealing with spirituality, it's way
easier to succeed and raise funds when you're not the real deal. R’ Chaim Brisker knew
something was wrong with a sob story to collect Tzedakah, when he saw how fast and

easy it worked, he said it must not be a mitzvah if it was so easy to accomplish!

Don’t get me wrong. | do admire truly all the good they do, and | wish them lots of
success, just as | do for Christians who really mean well. After all, they are on God'’s
side, doing great work. But how far is that from saying this proves that their way is right.

| couldn’t believe my ears ...

See link 7"vwn 71ws WX ORYIM 7972 HW 010

Lechaim with the Rebbe 2015 at 770

| was always impressed by your diligence and thoroughness, so | assume you'd
appreciate more info about one subject you apparently don't know enough about.

nd W' and nnYxn
Moshe Dovid Shwekey
Dear Mr. Lichtenstein,

From time to time | listen to your show. As a Lubavitcher, | found yesterday's show very
interesting. | enjoy your Bekius in general and what you bring to the table. While
listening to your show, yesterday, it came up a few times about the Moshiach issue. |
would like to make a few comments about it.

1- The way it was portrayed was that the Meshichistin are a fringe group in Lubavitch,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSph0rkrb5A

however, that is not the true reality. | would say that almost all Lubavitchers believe the
Rebbe is Moshiach and that around half would call themselves Meshichistin.

2- The question of the Rebbe being alive to a large degree is also semantics. Almost all
Lubavitchers believe that the Rebbe is somehow guiding them at this point. The
guestion is how you frame it etc. Also, the Rebbe would constantly quote the Gemara in
Taanis about "Yakov Lo Meis" and say that this applies to the Previous Rebbe.

3- 1 find it sad that the general Frum media does not cover this subject honestly. There
were many things that the Rebbe supported that the world did not understand and later
these ideas became a "Nachlas Haklal" | don't feel a need to be apologetic for anything
the Rebbe said. There are great Talmidei Chachomim that can articulate these
concepts both Halachicly and Hashkaficlly. If you ever wanted to have a show about
this, | would suggest two very respected Yidden in Chabad, Rabbi Shlomo Majeski,
dean of Machon Chana of Crown Heights and Rabbi Hershel Greenberg, Shliach in

Buffalo, NY. They are both authors and massive Talmidei Chachamim.
Much success in your Avoidas Hakoidesh!

Rabbi Pesach Scheiner

Boulder, Colorado

A gut Voch Reb Dovid,

Thank you for putting together such a wonderful program!

| want to Express my deepest appreciation for your effort to help the Oilam understand
our Hashkafik differences and to demonstrate how we can respectfully disagree with
personal animus. | truly believe that your work is leading Klal Yisroel with large strides
closer to Achdus and Bias Hamoshiach!

As usual, | do have a few He'aros, however, | will refrain from mentioning them for now

is not the appropriate time to nitpick.

Nalo An'NnNi N2'Nd



Mendel Sasonkin

Dear Dovid, "'n'v

As a Lubavitcher Chossid and son of a Shliach, | really enjoyed the latest podcast
featured called “Understanding the differences in Hashkafah between the Litvish and
Lubavitch worlds”. Your lineup of individuals interviewed were, in my opinion, great
choices to explain nma 177an nu'w especially Xx1'ow 7 .+ arnnn.

| do, however, want to make a serious correction in response to a comment made by
Rabbi Gifter.

Rabbi Gifter said that Chabad Shluchim do not even know how to read a Blatt Gemroah
C”V and questioned their ability to do proper anyp “if they are lacking the ability to teach
Torah and they are not giving their n'anipn the nNIMaw Ikn”...

This is a1 Ypw and simply not true. Most Shluchim are big n”n who know how to learn
very well, | know this to be true as a fact and from my own personal experiences and

interactions with Shluchim.

Chabad’s largest learning institution, JLI, as just one example, offers incredibly deep
classes which are given in most Chabad centers by the Chabad Shluchim. These
classes often include many complicated Gemorahs quoted and delved deeply into. The
Shluchim not only understand and grasp these Gemaras, but are able to excitably teach

the concepts to their congregations.

It is a gross misrepresentation of Chabad Shluchim to generalize them as unable to
learn a Blatt Gemara. | enjoyed the podcast discussion and overall conversation but,
after hearing that one statement by Rabbi Gifter, | couldn’t sit back and not respond with

my strong disagreement.

In addition; Attached is a letter from the Lubavitcher Rebbe written to Rabbi Gifter
himself in response to the issues Rabbi Gifter expressed about D1 170> v It’'s yiIT that
this letter was addressed to Rabbi Gifter. | was shown this letter by Rabbi Chaim
Schapiro, who is the oldest son of the Rabbi Schapiro interviewed on this same



podcast.

Rabbi Shapiro is the n>mo j1pn wxy and * "1 of the yeshiva of Morristown N.J. a real n"n
and gnn. If | can recommend it, he is someone you should strongly consider
interviewing on your podcast regarding such topics and others as well!

N7'n wn,
Shloimy Greenwald

To Rabbi Lichtenstein,

First | want to say Yasher Koach for your Podcast every week. | enjoy learning Halacha
dealing with contemporary issues and the different views across the Shomer Torah
world.

| want to comment on your recent two Podcasts discussing the Hashkafos of the
Lubavitcher Rebbe. As a Chabad Chossid and having the Zechus of growing up on
Shluchos | have noticed a pattern. B"H as a whole the Jewish World is united despite
our difference. We have seen unprecedented Ahavas Yisrael and Achdus in recent
years like when the Frum world rallied behind Rabbi Rubashkin. The greater Yeshivish
world, Chassidishe world, Sefardishe world, and Chabad world despite our differences
have a mutual respect for each other and support each other in our common goals of
the strengthening and spreading of Torah and Yiddishkeit in our own communities and
to those who are not yet Shomer Torah U'Mitzvos. We have Chabad, Aish, Arachim,
Sefardishe Rabbanim, and many more all working together to bring nyT yaxn 75 nx'mi

N NX.

One point | noticed is that B"H many Rabbanim on the program spoke with respect for
the Rebbe and the Shluchim. Those who had complaints about Lubavitch, it sounded as
if the speaker had not properly delved into the matter and examined the issue. For
example, one the first podcast about the different Hashkafos of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
and the Litvisher Gedolim, one the the Rabbanim said that the Lubavitcher Chassidim
CH"V Daven to the Rebbe. Chas Vesholom for that to ever happen. A Yid davens only



to the Ribono Shel Olam. In Torah, and especially a Talmud Chochom, cannot make an
accusation about a group of Yiddin, Yirei Shamim, without looking deeply into the
matter.

Another point about the Rebbe sending Bachurim and Yungerleit on Shlichus. To this
there is a two part approach. The Lubavitcher Rebbe held that "If you know Alef, teach
Alef" that any Yid, at whatever level he is at, can be a positive influence and teach his
fellow Yid. On a practical level, the Lubavitcher Bocher is in Yeshiva just as any Litvishe
and Chassidishe Bachur. The Rebbe so many times spoke and wrote how the years in
Yeshiva are vital and the Yesod for a Bachur's future life. The Rebbe wanted that a
Bachur in his Yeshiva years should sit and learn. A Lubavitcher Bachur would go out a
do Hafatza in the time there was no Seder such as Friday afternoons and the summer.
The Rebbe wanted Bachurim to be Michadeish Torah and to have their Chiddushim in
print. In Chabad, the Minhag is that a Chosson sits and learns for AT LEAST one year
in Kollel before going out into the world, that being going on Shlichus or going out to
make a Parnassa. All Yungerleit who go on Shlichus have Smicha and are essentially
the Rabbanim and sometimes the only Rav of their respective communitys. A big part of
a Shliach's role is to teach Torah and to bring Torah to their community's. Many
Shluchim are big Talmidei Chachamim. Many of them because of the circumstances are
well versed in Halacha dealing with contemporary issues. There are curriculums such
as JLI to teach Torah to those who have no background in learning. Limud Hatorah is a
major part of Chabad and Shlichus.

Many questioned the Lubavitcher Rebbe and his approach of sending Shluchim across
the globe. The Lubavitcher Rebbe is a Rosh Benei Yisrael. The Lubavitcher Rebbe
cared about every single Yid not because in Chabad we take the Mitzvah of Ahavas
Yisrael to the next level, (A Yid has to take every single Mitzvah to the next level) but
because the Rebbe felt a responsibility both Begashmius U'Biruchmius to every single
Yid. A true Rosh Benei Yisrael does not only care for his community or his Kreiz. Moshe
Rabbenu never said to Hashem after the Yiddin went against Hashem again, and again,
in the midbar "Let all these people stay in the Midbar and only the Tzaddikim come to
Eretz Yisrael." Mordechai Hatzaddik never asked Hashem to only save the Chareidim
during the Gezaira of Haman. He first gathered the Yiddin and inspired them, those



same people who went and ate at the Mishteh, and aroused them to do Teshuva. A
Rosh Benei Yisrael cares for every single Yid both Begashmius U'Biruchmius. We see
this without question by the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe Koched on a level that we see unprecedented in Jewish History
in the Inyan of Moshiach. To Rebbe Moshiach was not just a time when it would be all
nice and good, but Moshiach is a time when the whole world is permeated with a
knowledge and awareness of Hashem. That the whole world does everything only for
Hashem. To the Rebbe, Moshiach was the culmination of the whole Avodah of
Yiddishkeit. The Rebbe wanted us through fulfilling Torah and Mitzvos to the highest

level to bring the Geula now!

| encourage those who have questions on the teachings of the Rebbe, rather than make
assumptions, go and learn. The Rebbe has many volumes of Torah that seems novel
and unique but all shows his Gadlus in Torah and his vast knowledge of all parts of
Torah. The Rebbe is able to take deep and concepts and bring them down in a way that
will amaze and inspire the Lamdan and Layman alike.

Once again thank you very much for the amazing work that you do.

D. Liberow

Lichvod Reb Dovid,

| enjoyed listening to both programs. There's a Sicha from the Frierdiker Rebbe referring
to 170> V' as our n'ann an, but that's within the context of our Chabad "Yomim Tovim' (of
which there are a few), not regarding the Yomim Tovim of the Torah, Keposhut. | find it
tragic that a yid like Rav Gifter would misunderstand such a thing. If he would have
asked Reb Lipa Schapiro (father of Reb Leibel) who lived in Cleveland in those years he
could have clarified this most simple point. It's really sad. My grandfather learned in
Telshe in Lita (Rav Gifter would visit him whenever he was in Switzerland fundraising
and schmoozing) and he told me how the first year he was there Rav Bloch told him
Erev Yud Tes Kislev that tonight you should go to the Achsania of the Reich brothers
(who also were from a Chabad family, but were older than my grandfather) as they'll



surely make a small Farbrengen and your father would want you to attend...
Kirchok Mizrach Mimaarav the attitudes then and today.
| do need to comment though on something that really bothered me:

The image of Lubavitcher Bochurim being sent to do Kiruv and not learning and the
Rebbe changing our Derech is incorrect and | don't understand why this is being
repeated again and again as if this is just an undisputed fact. (My friend from Oholei
Torah Rav Noam Wagner also didn't clarify that by stating very simply that when he
joined Oholei Torah it wasn't like he came from learning Torah to a place of doing
outreach, but to a place of Shteiging in learning!).

| grew up in Switzerland and for Yeshiva Ketana | went to Yerushalayim (Chabad) and
at the end of 1990 | wanted to go to Oholei Torah in New York. To be near the Rebbe
and be by Farbrengens of the Rebbe and hear the Rebbe speak Torah nan> 'on x4. I've
been to the Rebbe numerous times before but to be there all the time is something else.
My father was nervous as he would be in New York every month or so on business and
he would see the Leidigeiers Dreying Zich around 770. | told him go check out Oholei
Torah Beis Medrash next time you're in NY. That's not in 770 but few blocks over. He
went and looked through the glass windows in the doors of the Beis medrash and saw
250 Bochurim sitting and Kochen Zich in Gemara. He didn't know about this, he called
me up that | can go. He said that's the Ponevezh of Lubavitch.

BH | was Zoche to attend the last two years of the Rebbe's Farbrengens etc, before the
stroke.

Rav Schapiro, Rav Grunblatt and Rav Chitrik for example are all Gevaldige Lomdim.
There are many Shluchim who spend a good few hours every day learning. There are
Shluchim who wrote Seforim (in Nigleh, Lomdus and Halachah).

Lubavitcher Bochrim learn in Yeshivos Nigle Ilyun and Bekius for most of the day. We
learn Ketzos and even Shiurei Reb Shmuel and Granat and Chidushei Hagriz etc. I'm
just mentioning randomly some of them. Our Roshei Yeshiva Pilpul in their Shiurim and
mention all of them. Rav Gustman was a Rosh Yeshiva in 770 not by mistake. This was
and still is the style of Seder lyun in all our Yeshivos.



My brother is a Rosh yeshiva in Tel Aviv, it's a yeshiva for Baalei Teshuva who have
graduated the Baalei Teshuva seminar programs and are Shayach to sit and learn
Gemoro with Meforshim, so Shluchim from all over Eretz Yisroel send their more
advanced Chevra to his Yeshiva where they learn how to learn properly. The notion that

we just teach Tanya to Baalei Teshuva and that's it is pure fabrication.

Bochurim are only going to put on Tefilin with people on Friday afternoon. The whole

week they're in regular Sidrei Yeshiva.

Is every Lubavitcher a Lamdan? Obviously not, but not every graduate of Mir and
Chevron and Ponevezh is one either.

But to portray that today's Chabad is not Machshiv Torah learning like in previous
generations is a Bilbul. Any real Chossid learns the Rebbe's Sichos and lives with the
Rebbe as his role model. This is impossible without learning Torah and being Machshiv
Limud Hatorah. The Rebbe's entire being 'oozed' Torah and any real Chossid is
affected by that.

Another minor point: When Rav Gifter, the son on your program, mentioned about some
in Lubavitch saying that the Rebbe is still physically alive, you responded that it's a
fringe group etc. That is true, but there's another important point and that is the fact that
none of the Rabbonei Kehilos Anash will talk such non-sense, and they all go to the
Rebbe's Tziyun etc. So those who hold such beliefs are Bichlal not Begeder as they
have no Halachic/Torah leadership, they don't have Daas Torah, they think they
understand better than all. They're not Lubavitcher Chassidim but individuals who we
tolerate like we tolerate any Jew with erroneous beliefs and hopefully with time they'll
realize their mistake. Rav Heller, one of the Choshuve Rabbonei Chabad in Crown
Heights and the Rosh Kollel once quipped that it is unbelievable how someone who
wouldn't trust their own judgement in a simple Sheila in Bossor Becholov thinks that
they can be a Man Deomar when it comes to Emunos Vedeos, and think that they
understand better than all Rabbonim and Mashpiim in Lubavitch!

Yashar Koach for your being Megin on the Rebbe's kovod and upholding the great
importance of the holy work of the Shluchim Bekatzvei Teivel.



Hatzlachah Rabbah in your Avodas Hakodesh.
Kesiva Vechasima Tova

Pesach Schmerling

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein

As you can see from my sign off, | am a Gutnick, the son of Reb Chaim Gutnick who

was a friend and Chavrusa of Rav Gifter back in Telz.

| have spent many hours with my father and his recollections of Telz , his interactions
with Rav Gifter , the things they discussed in relation to the Rebbe. What the Rebbe
said. How he was treated as a Chabadnik back in Telz Lithuania. What other Gedolei
Yisroel told my father, as a Telzer who became Chabad, back in the sixties about the
Rebbe...not what you might expect. It is simply nonsense to say the "Gedolim" were all
against the Rebbe. It's a manufactured Hisnagdus by the current politics. When did the
Rebbe "change" Torah as the Rav Gifter you interviewed said? Much more than the
Mivtsoim the Rebbe demanded Limmud Hatorah Biyun especially for Talmidei Yeshiva.
How can anyone who has learned even one Nigla Sicha of the Rebbe suggest that

Torah B'iyun was not the focus.
His nonsense about the previous Rebbe being "dead" and your rebuttal was brilliant.

What is this concept "Daas Torah" without a Mekor in Shas and Poskim. | may be
wrong but find me in Jewish History where a pronouncement was made and followed
because it is "Daas Torah" without Maarei Mekomos. You don't have an answer to a
serious question - very easy to say Daas Torah. Find me any statement or request the
Rebbe made that was not filled with Mekoros and Maarei Mekomois. You can disagree
and argue - but bring a Mekor for the disagreement not "Daas Torah". Imagine a Rosh
Yeshiva giving a Pilpul, and one of the Talmidim asks an Eisener Kashe from a Tosfois,

and the Rosh Yeshiva answered "Daas Torah". Are you kidding me?

My father straddled both worlds, knew the actual Lithuanian world intimately from his
own experiences in Yeshiva, being in Telz, Kovno etc met Reb Elchonon Wasserman,



had note books that he managed to save from the Shiurim of the Blochs in Telz, so
much so that they asked him to reprint them because he was the only one who had
them, he had Yechidus on his 17th birthday with the previous Rebbe in Riga, where the
previous Rebbe looked at him and said your father A"H was a Boki in Shas at age 17,
where are you up to .... he was a Rosh Yeshiva and Gaon in his own right in Australia
...and he chose Chabad and the Rebbe, he is famous as one of the few people who had
multiple Yechidus with the Rebbe for hours and hours ,and he said there was no one he
ever met in all his years in all the Yeshivos that had the Gaonos of the Rebbe.

He came to Australia in 1940 with some 25 Bochurim from Telz, Mir & Slobodka, and
when the local Jewish community literally paid the Bochurim to go to the US because
they were too Frum, and their Roshei Yeshiva sponsored them to leave, but the
Frierdike Rebbe said to my father you must stay in Australia because refugees will be
coming and they will need Rabbonim! The influence he and his family had on Australian
Jewry is legendary - but without the Frierdike Rebbe none of it would have happened.

| am so tired of the nonsense. | have been a Rov and Dayan in Australia for nearly 40
years. We are not just talking about Chabad Kiruv in Australia, but we are talking about
Shechita, Kashrus, Gittin, Beis Din the essentials of what Yiddishkeit is for Yidden - that
without people like my father myself and people sent by the Rebbeim before us and

since, would not be neither in Australia nor Asia.

This myth that our central focus is not Limmud HaTorah ... not everyone can match the
top Chabura in Lakewood (though | know Chevra that could) but who are the Dayonim
here in Australia who have to apply practical Torah, Heter Agunas etc etc it's
Lubavitchers. | have met many non-Chabad Rabbonim, Talmidim, over the years, and
that Chabad doesn't value Torah or doesn't know how to learn is the big lie that if
shouted and repeated long enough everyone starts to believe it. | am involved in
Kashrus and very much involved with Halocha and | know the OU, OK, CRC, Star K &
AKO because | work with all of them. While | would not normally say it because it is not
our way, but | say it for the Kovod of Chabad ,there are few people in that world who |
cannot match with Amkus and Yediois in Kashrus Halacha and they know it. What | can
say about the Kashrus world to its great credit, is that generally speaking everyone is
valued equally and no one is prejudged because of their allegiances. n171>7 nnx NN



Our city Sydney Beis Din, which just happens to have only Chabad Dayonim at the
moment, is turned to from around the world on various issues, we are at the forefront of
halachic fertility treatment, organ donation, Yuchsin , Agunas ....Torah is not our central
focus? What a load of rubbish.

Why are there Shluchim who don't appear to be Talmidei Chachomim? They are the
Litvishe lawyers, plumbers, doctors, businessmen etc who no one expects to be
Talmidei Chachomim, who heard the Rebbe's call and decided that instead they would
do Kiruv. Why would one expect them to be Lamdonim? But if you look around the
world you will find per-capita amongst Chabad and Shluchim, Lamdonim in the same
number if not more, than in the Litvishe world, but they do so very quietly without
blowing their own horn, because we don't do that, and they are too busy saving lives.

Any way you can see that | am frustrated, and indeed angry about the xjp'wT Xn'7y

| love your series, | have both volumes of Headlines, | love the hint of healthy cynicism
and skepticism that appears in your works that often even the interviewee doesn't pick

up. ynxI pn.
All the best

Rabbi Moshe D. Gutnick

| was listening to your podcast, and Reb Zalman Gifter spoke about his father's
disagreement with the Rebbe.

| thank you for asking your questions to him, and | can only surmise that you shook your
head in shock, with his answer better 5 than 5000.

However, what he said is nothing new, but concerning his main point, which is 100
percent true, that his father was upset that the Rebbe isn't Machshiv with the Gedolei
Yisroel.

| will like to point out a few points. First of all, you clearly asked him, about the hundreds
of Gedolei Yisroel that spoke or wrote with the Rebbe.



But | want to illuminate it with the following episode. He mentioned his father's good
friend Reb Chaim Gutnik.

In the early years of the Rebbe's nesius, he asked Reb Chaim to find out why they are
against him. Reb Chaim went to Telshe and spoke and he returned to the Rebbe and

said it boils down to two points.

A. The Rebbe found some Farvorfin Maamar Chazal of Nisaveh Hakodosh Boruch Hu
Lihious Lo Dirah Bitachtonim, and he made it into a major point of Torah.

B. The previous Lubavitcher Rebbeim worked together with other Gedolei Yisroel, yet
the present Rebbe doesn't.

The Rebbe replied to Reb Chaim and said, One question answers the other.

If a person can say, that a Maamar of the Chazal is Farvorfin, and it is not equal to any
and every other Maamar Chazal, who am | to sit with?

Now while in public he didn't sit on meetings of Gedolei Yisroel, that doesn't mean that
he didn't have interactions, through writing or other means, and that is the great

misconception.
For example, Reb Zalman asked when did the Rebbe and Reb Moshe meet?

The Rebbe wanted in the mid 1950's, that Reb Moshe to become the Rosh HaYeshiva
of 770. However, Reb Moshe said, he can't find a replacement to take over the Yeshiva

of Tiferes Yerushalayim.

Additionally, before the Rebbe became Rebbe, he organized a Kinus Torah on Sukkos
and | do believe he had Roshei Yeshivos speaking, and once Reb Moshe spoke.

When the Rebbe came out in 5736 -1976 about wearing Rabbeinu Tam, he spoke with
Reb Moshe and Reb Moshe requested that the Rebbe arrange for his Sofer, Reb
Zirkind, to write for him Tefillin D'rabbeinu Tam.

So there is a lot of misunderstanding of the Rebbe, and obviously, the Rebbe wouldn't
want us to revive a Machlokes, and therefore Reb Leibel Schapiro and others didn't
answer head-on.



Concerning the question of Yud Tes Kislev, | believe it is a misquote from the beginning
of HaYom Yom, and when the Chassidim in Brisk received that letter in 5662 (1902),
they wanted to celebrate it and announced that the celebration would be on Purim
Koton of that year, and Reb Chaim Brisker said, no, for two reasons

A. Ein miarvin simcha b'simcha.
B. The way the Rebbe [Rashab] writes it, it deserves to be a Yom Tov by itself.

Also when a Rov in Vilna complained about that letter to Reb Chaim Ozer, and
mockingly said, the Mishna states that there are four Rosh Hashanah's and by
Chassidim there are five. Reb Chaim Ozer replied, by them, the Torah is Leibidig and is
growing. But by us [referring to that Rov that was Meikil in Yom Kippur Koton and
BeHaB etc], it is withering.

If you want the source for the last comment see Sefer Hatoldos of the Rebbe Rashab.
Thank you

Sholom DovBer Avtzon

Dear Dovid,

| enjoy your program. | found it about a year ago, and since then have gone back and
listened to many of the archives as well!

| would like to make one point about a number of topics that you have discussed - the
most recent being the Yeshiva world's position on Lubavitch, but as you'll see, it can
apply to many other topics you have covered as well. It is painful for anyone who, like
me, respects and admires the Yeshiva world.

The issue is very simple - if there are innovations or other seemingly positive initiatives
coming from the Jewish world, that is not the Yeshiva world, then it is not accepted.

Only initiatives coming from the Yeshiva world / Aguda itself (think Daf Yomi), are

acceptable and to be included in 'mainstream’ torah-true Judaism.



This leads to Chabad Kiruv, Techeilet, learning Tanach, and even all of Medinas Yisroel
(+ more) being ignored (at best) or branded as Treif (at worst), because they did not

come from inside the Yeshiva world.

| could certainly go on and try to explain the phenomenon, but | have no doubt that your
intuition on this matter is as good as mine. What is clear is that explanations (and even
certain Teshuvot written by Gedolim!) given for these matters by spokespeople of the
Haredi position are disingenuous. They start with the outcome - that these are not

things we accept, and then do their best to give explanations for them.
Wishing you much Hatzlacha and Ketiva v'chatima tova.

Ariel Davis

Thank you for your wonderful podcast every week. | try to listen to it weekly.

| wanted to comment on this past week's prodcast #236, About the difference in

Hashkafa between Chabad and Litvishe Derech.
You spoke about the main difference being Ahavas Yisroel or Ahavas Hatorah/Hashem.

From my basic knowledge, | would say that the core difference between Chabad (or
Chasiddus in general, but mainly Chabad), is whether the purpose of the world is all
about Torah. That would explain the emphasis on Torah verses anything else, including

Kiruv.

Versus Chasidus, where the purpose of the world is (based on the Medrash) 17 niwy4
D2INNN2 AT AN’ - To bring G-dliness into the world. As the Baal Shem Tov says in
Tzavoas Horivash, that sometimes Hashem wants us to serve him in one way, and

sometimes in other ways.

Torah is one (or the main) way of bringing Hashem into the world. But sometimes it

needs to be done in other ways (as in D" NX T 7V NNIYY7 TWONR 'RY DI¥N).

The Alter Rebbe brings in Perek 5 of Tanya the advantage of learning Torah over all
other Mitzvos, but it's all in the context of what reveals Hashem more in this world....



This is obviously just the Nekuda, there is a lot more to it. But this basic difference
would explain the difference in Hashkafa over Kiruv, Ahavas Yisroel, etc, versus just

focusing on Torah...
Thanks again for all you do.

P.S. I want to also personally thank you for your Bikkur Cholim house near the hospital.
When my mother was in Sloan Kettering in the city, you made it possible for my father
to stay near the hospital and be with my mother for Shabbos and Tom tov. May the

Eibishter repay you for your kindness.
Yehuda Heber

Shliach in Yorktown, NY (Westchester County)

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,
As usual you put out such wonderful podcasts week after week, it is truly a pleasure.

Recently you had a podcast in regards to Lubavitch. | understand that | am sending this
email a bit late, but | would appreciate if you would be able to add this to your PDF of

nmipn axXN.

There was a mention of a letter from the Rebbe to Rav Gifter in regards to a certain
source in the Tzemach Tzedek. In your PDF, you had a screenshot of the quote in Rav
Gifter's Sefer. | thank you for putting it up, as | have never seen it before.

| would however like to send you the original letter of the Rebbe to Rav Gifter. You and
your listeners may find the letter of interest, because besides for sending Rav Gifter the
source, the Rebbe also writes to him in regards to the issue of the Synagogue Council.
This would seem to be our only record of any sort of interaction between the Rebbe and
Rav Gifter in regards to public policy; therefore some may find interest in it. (See
attached).

In regards to the show, and Rabbi Wagners point and our view on Ahavas Yisroel, |
would like to send you the fallowing article, which may add a bit of flavor to this



discussion.

https://anash.org/its-not-just-about-ahavas-yisroel/

With much thanks.

Nochum Shmaryohu Zajac

Dear Reb Dovid,

From Cleveland, on my way to New Haven to celebrate the Bar Mitzvah of my nephew,
Rabbi Grunblats grandson.

Very appreciative of your respectful interview of Rav Gifter. | think it mostly speaks for
itself and but for the most dyed in the cloth Misnagdim, stands the chance of changing

minds. | further appreciated your ending it impactfully as you did.

| would like to suggest, whether as a thought for a future episode or not, that two points

weren't made or at least not clearly enough.

1) The premise of the 5 vs 1000 was that the 1000 weren't "Mekurev Al Pi Torah". The
clarification should be that they weren't Mekurev through LIMUD HaTorah but not C"V
not Al Pi Torah.

2) The genius of the Rebbe's leadership method is that it scales. | can't quantify this, but
using the same example, making 5 people Frum through Limud HaTorah may very well
be more difficult than reaching 1000 through a Hergesh toward Torah U'Mitzvos. Which
is to say, that by the time you get 5 people to even care to sit down to learn seriously,
let alone to learn long enough to affect them keep Torah and Mitzvos, greater than 5, or
10, or 20, of the 1000--or even of a smaller sample--will be Frum and raising Frum
children who are Shomrei Torah and Mitzvos, and learning and teaching Torah .So the
Rebbe's "heresy" was to not necessarily start with Limud HaTorah (or to necessarily not
start...), the supposed preferred approach of Daas Torah, but to start with whichever
method would net the greatest Torah true results long term. So we can perhaps agree
that Rav Gifter's method has a higher success RATE (perhaps), but a more effective


https://anash.org/its-not-just-about-ahavas-yisroel/

method was necessary to put out the most fires among Klal Yisroel. And possibly, the
"Chutzpah" of the Rebbe to risk attempting a revolutionary method that wasn't proven is
what was so disturbing to those Rabbanim who were in opposition.

Have a great Shabbos

Shmuel Kessler

Yochanan Gordon

Dear Reb Dovid,

Thank you for a wonderful show. A special thanks for taking the courageous task of



speaking about the complex issues that really need clarification.

2 comments on Show 236 - Understanding the differences in Hashkafah between the
Litvish and Lubavitch worlds:

1. Reb Nochum visited the Rebbe 1971. See attached note in Reb Nochum's
handwriting from 1972.
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2. See quote below from Tanya (Tanya, Igeres Hakodesh 9) stating that in later
generations the main Avoda is Tzedaka over Torah. There are countless statements
from Baal Hatanya that seem to suggest otherwise, but this quote is telling
nevertheless. It seems to concur with the theory that there is a divide regarding Torah

vs Ahavas Yisroel, which takes precedence.
Thank you again and Ksiva V'Chasima Tova L'Shana Tova,
Menachem Aizenman
Kingston, PA
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David,

| listened to your second podcast on Chabad vs Litvish, and | was somewhat
disappointed. | was expecting an objective and balanced discussion about the
differences, but instead you made a concerted effort to defend Chabad. Notably, you
interviewed one Litvak compared to six Chabad Rabbonim. You spent 34 min with R
Gifter, much of which was contentious and the bulk of the time you were strongly
defending Chabad. This was in strong contrast with the nearly 2 hours you spent with
Chabad Shliuch trying to highlight their sacrifices and asking them for stories. Perhaps
you received a lot of criticism from Chabad after your first episode, and this was a
make-up episode to placate them. Here are a few points of thoughts on this recent

episode:

1- You continue to utilize the term “hundreds of thousands”, but you never substantiate
that number. Asking a Shilach in Siberia how many Jews he touches does not advance
this discussion. We haven’t seen these “hundreds of thousands” of people, and until
someone can show them to us we can’t just take Chabads word for it. You need to ask
then the question- Where are all these thousands of people? (They can’t all be

somewhere in Siberia where we can’t see them).

2- You mention to R’ Gifter that Lakewood and Telz does not have the a Kiruv program.
That is not accurate. R Aharon and Lakewood has done more Kiruv and spread more
Torah in American than Chabad, even without an official Kiruv organization. The
hundreds of Lakewood Kollelim had a much greater impact on American Jewry than
Chabad. Here in LA, the thriving Jewish community is only because of the the Kollel, not
Chabad. The same can be said of many tens of American cities, Toronto, Chicago,
Detroit, Boston, Miami, Minnesota etc.. R’ Aharon accomplished all this without
sacrificing Torah levels of his talmidim. The Lubavitich Rebbah gave up on creating



Talmidei Chachamim, Rosh Kollels, Rabbanim and yet he could not accomplish what R’
Aharon has in America.

| can’t talk about other countries, but in American and Israel, the two main places were
Jews live, it was Litivish and other Chassidim that have had the impact, not Chabad.

3- You asked whether R’ Gifter father would change his mind after seeing Chabad
success. Aside for the questions of- where is the hard evidence of success? where are
these thousands of Kiruvim? | would ask the same question about the Lubavtich
Rebbah- Would he have regret if he saw what is happening now? He expected to bring
millions of Jews back and save the assimilation in America, but they have not done
that. In 2013, the intermarriage rate was at 58 percent, up from 43 percent in 1990
and 17 percent in 1970. Chabad has not solved this crisis and the issue is only getting
worse. Moreover, the whole Kiruv movement is struggling now, ask Aish Hatorah or
anyone other Kiruv organizations. Social media and other technological distractions
have made it increasingly difficult to convince people to become religious. Given today's
climate, would the Lubavitch Rebbah and/or the Tzemach Tzedek agreed to continue
abandoning the emphasis on Torah learning and continue to only focus on Kiruv?
Perhaps they would have agreed that R’ Aharon strategy of establishing Kollelim was
more effective..

4- No one disagrees these Shliuchim have tremendous self-sacrifices. However, you
can’t opine on an ideology based on their sacrifices. Monks are know to have
tremendous self-sacrifices this does not make their ideology correct. We need to look at
facts not sacrifices, feelings or emotions.

Mark Orloff

1) During your discussion with Rabbi Gifter about his father's opposition to the Rebbe
“speaking” to his Shver, | believe Rabbi Gifter said that his father told the Lubavitcher
Chassidim, “ tell me what the Shver answered” | think Rav Gifter was not criticizing the
fact that the Chassidim said that the Rebbe spoke to his Shver (that seemed to be the
whole discussion between you and Rabbi Gifter), he was upset that the Chassidim were



saying that he was having a conversation like between 2 living people. That's why he
jokingly said tell me what the Shver answered. And that upset the chassidim. In a
similar case, there is a Chassidus that | have heard calls the long not-living Rebbe up to
Shlishi every Shabbos by Mincha. The joke that is said is let them give him Hagbah
instead.

2) During your discussion, | think | heard you say Lubavitch has been Mekarev
hundreds of thousands. After Lubavitch was Mekarev the first person, that is more than
| have done, but hundreds of thousands sounds a bit too much. Is your definition of
Mekarev Shomer Shabbos, kashrus and Tahras Hamishpacha? Even if you meant
prevented intermarriage, that number sounds too high. | think touched hundreds of
thousands is a better term. | have gone to public menorah lightings, gone to the
children’s museum across from 770 with many other Frum Yidden as have many not

Frum Yidden, but that doesn’t mean they were Mekarev either one of us.

Just to end with a wonderful story about the Rebbe. In the early sixties, the Rebbe’s
mother lived near the Rebbe. A young boy named Kiss (I know his nephews and great
nephews) lived nearby and got a job delivering groceries for a Frum grocer. The normal
tip in those days was 25 cents and he was trying to save up for a new suit that cost $20.
The first day, he delivered groceries to the Rebbe’s mother and the Rebbe was there
visiting. After checking the order to see it was correct, he tipped the young boy $10.
Leaving the house, a Chossid “bought” the Rebbe’s $10 bill for $20. On the first day, he
earned enough to buy the suit and that is just what he did. When he told his father what
happened, his father was upset that a Chossid had given Kedusha to the rebbe’s bill.
When the next Yom Tov came by and everyone lined up by the Rebbe to say gut Yom
Tov, he told the Rebbe what happened. During the next few months when he delivered
to the mother’s house the Rebbe wasn’t there and his mother tipped him a quarter each
time. Finally, one day the Rebbe was there. When it came time for the tip the Rebbe
said, “Your father is upset that you sold my $10 bill, so here is $10 and please don'’t sell
it to my Chassidim.” Then he took out another $10 bill handed it to the young boy and
said, “THIS one you can sell to the Chassidim”.

Kesiva Vachasima Tova. Thanks for all your effort you put into the podcasts. Martin Nerl
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Rabbi Shapiro

Opinion & Comment
HaRav Shach's Battle Against False Messianism

by Rabbi Shlomo Lorincz

When the Lubavitch movement began its messianic propaganda, Maran girded himself to fight this group
and the one who headed it. During this period, when Maran first came out with his opposition in public,
the messianic message was still somewhat covert with innocent sounding mottos and slogans. The public
was not yet aware what lay behind them. At that time only one blessed with a sharp eye could discern this
blind belief in a messianic Rebbe which was swelling and taking on a more real proportion under the
guise of chassidus.

Maran, with his wise vision, understood what would eventually happen and to what dimensions this
movement would reach if he did not take steps to quell it with an uncompromising battle.

He did not stir up this steamy cauldron with equanimity, but with reluctance. On one occasion he said to
me that he would have preferred that others wage this war in his stead. But seeing that no one wished to
involve himself, he felt responsible to do everything in his power, brooking no compromise.

Maran's mesirus nefesh in this battle knew no bounds; | have already described in the first chapter the
outery of his heart, "Even if | knew for certain that they would burn me alive, | would still not desist in my
campaign against false messianism, for this is bona fide avodoh zorah."

It should be noted that in spite of his pitched battle against Lubavitch, Maran nevertheless recited Tehillim
when the Rebbe became sick. At the time | asked him for an explanation, and he obliged, "My battle is
against his erroneous approach, against the movement, but not against the people in any personal way. |
pray for the Rebbe's recovery and simultaneously, also pray that he abandon his invalid way."
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Different Purims in different communities

Purim of the Curtains used to be celebrated in the middle of the winter, on the twenty-



second of Tevet, two months before our regular Purim. Its story happened more than 300
years ago in the once-famous large Jewish ghetto of Prague, in Bohemia (now in the Czech

Republic). As far as we know, this is how it originated:

Purim Chevron: Among the special Purims celebrated by some Jewish communities
on certain days of the year to commemorate a particular miracle, there is also
a Purim which the Sephardic Jews of Hebron used to celebrate on the fourteenth day
of Tevet. The historical details of this happening are hidden in the mists of the remote

past. Our story is based on that event.

Purim Fossano: In northern Italy the elders of the Jewish community decreed that the
fourth day of Passover should be observed every year by the Jews of Fossano as a
day of celebration to the Almighty for the miraculous salvation. Furthermore, it was
decided that the gaping hole which the shell had made as it crashed through the wall
should not be closed up. Instead, it was made a window, around which a golden

inscription in Hebrew proclaimed it as evidence of the "Miracle of the Bomb.

Purim Yemen: The Yemenite Jews resolved to observe this special "Purim Yemen"
every year, on the day after Shushan-Purim as a day of rejoicing and feasting and

thanksgiving to the Almighty.

Purim Vincent: For the Jews of Frankfurt - on - the - Maine, the 20th of Adar was like
a second Purim. They took upon themselves to observe this day every year as Purim
Vincent, while the day before was proclaimed a public fast day, in remembrance of
the victims and of the troubles. Like the Fast of Esther, the 19th of Adar was for the
Jews of Frankfort a day of fasting, prayer and repentance, but the following day was,

like Purim, a day of rejoicing and thanksgiving to G-d for a wonderful salvation.

Purim Saragossa: In Aragon, Spain they also decided to observe the 17th and 18th
days of Shevat as days of prayer and joyous thanks to the Almighty, so that their
children and future generations would remember the story of how they had been

miraculously saved from destruction at the hands of a cruel enemy.
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