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Riddles for Chanukah
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Selected audio from our listeners

Comments on the Show

Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here

Comments on the show 3 click here

Answers to the Questions

Answers to the Question 1 click here
Answers to the Question 2 click here
Answers to the Question 3 click here

Answers to the Question 4 click here

Answers to the question 5 click here

Show Suggestions

Suggestion 1 click here
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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions

A Freilichin Chanukah,

| will use the chance to thank Reb Dovid and the entire team for this incredible podcast
and for the books which | finally got.

Because of these riddles | have spent hours and hours delving into Hilchos Chanukah
and Seforim on Chanukah. | am not a frequent enough listener to know how often this is

but Kol hakavod | gained so much from this so thank you!

Here are some answers and have many of the Ma'reh Mekomos which | did not do a
good enough job quoting if you would like any of them.

1. The Tur Paskins If one lives in a courtyard with two sides you are obligated to
light on both sides. The Beis Yosef asks, what is the difference between this and
the Gemorah in Brachos 8b that says you cannot pass by a shul unless there are
two different entrances and then we are not concerned people will assume ill of
this passerby. According to this why can’t a person with two sides to his house
light one menorah?

-The Dirshu Mishna Berurah explains there is a fundamental difference between
davening and lighting the menorah, Tefilla is about accepting upon ourselves the yoke
of heaven so passing by one entrance to a shul people will assume you are just
entering the other door. Lighting a menorah costs money so there is a greater concert
this person did not spend the money, whereas by Tefilla it doesn't cost any money so
there is no concert his person is skipping davening.

-Maharlach (brought in the Hagaos in Friedman Shulchan Aruch) gives a third answer.
There is a Mitzvah to daven in a shul not to enter as shul. Menorah on the other hand
there is a mitzvah to actually light the menorah. And further there is a difference that the

concern by a shul is about people from out of town.



2. Reb Y”Sh Kahanamen asks according to the Rambam it appears that one is not
obligated to swell his clothing for oil Shabbos candles, if so when it is erev Shabbos
Chanukah and one needs Chanukah candles then seemingly they would sell their
clothing for Chanukah candles but now they are left with a predicament, typically

Shabbos candles comes before Chanukah candles, which should I light now?

-Reb Shlomo Zalman (brought in Dirshu M”B) since he sold his shirt for Chanukah he
lights the menorah, in regards to the shabbos candles the money does not exist.

-Reb Moshe and Reb Elyshaiv disagree and say once he has money from selling his
shirt Shabbos would come first.

- according to the Biur halacha b’shem the Pri Migadim this question does not start as

one would be obligated to sell their clothing for shabbos candles as well

3. The Mishna Berura paskins that a woman who lit shabbos candles and then
realizes she has not lit the menorah would appoint a shliach to light. The Pri
Migadim asks how could she appoint a shliach if she herself could not do this

mitzvah?

-The Yad Ephraim in Hilchos Shabbos (432) explains that Chanukah is different in that
the mitzvah is to have a menorah lit in one's house, it does not matter if he or someone

else lit it.

-Harire Kedem (grandson of Reb Tzvi Pesach Frank) says if this woman would be
michalel shabbos and light the menorah now even though she is michalel shabbos
bideaved she fulfilled her mitzvah of ner chanukah (I am not sure how this works in the

greater picture of Mitzvah Hab’aa B’aveira

4. Reb Akiva Eiger asks on the pri migadim that seems to have forgotten a
gemorah. The P”M says one is not obligated to to spend more than a 5th of their
money on Ner Chanukah, but the Gm says explicitly that one is obligated to even

sell the shirt of his back?



-Tzafnas Paneach (Rogotchover) makes a distinction between the mitzvah of lighting
the Menorah and in pirsumey nisah. Selling one's clothing is a din in pirsumay nisa. Not
using more than a 5th of your money is going on the mitzvah to light the menorah by
itself.

5. Rav Shach in Avi Ezree asks a Tzaruch lyun, how could the Tur and
subsequently the Michaber only mention Mihadrin min hamihadrin and miss the
“Ner Ish Ubayso?”

-Rav Ashe Weiss gives an answer. Really this Gemora is a history lesson of sorts. At
the early stage of Chaunkah they lit one candle and then over the years they added to it
with mehadrin and finally years later with mehadrin min hamihadrin... but then he says
this does not jive with any of the Rishonim so he falls off of it

-Sefer B’lavas Aish explains based on the Avudraham that says we only finish Hallel
each day of Chanukah because there is a chidush in the nes of Chanukah each day.
And Therefore adding a candle each night shows that there was in increase in the
miracle and in turn it allows us to say the entire Hallel each day. (he just adds that

Nusach Edut Mizrach says in Al Hanisim “Vkavum B’Hallel Gamur Ubhoda”
| am curious if anyone has a good answer for this question.

6. We know about the concept of Hidur up to a 3rd, Chanukah is way more than a
third and even more than 800% more?

-Yerech Limoadim (siman 7) There is a chiluk between the hidur of Chanukah and all
other hiddurim. By other things such as esrog there is a din to make the actual mitzvah
more beautiful. Have a nicer esrog, a nicer sukkah but Chanukah is not in the mitzvah
itself rather we are supposed to add candles to be mefarsim the Nes. There is even a
Diyuk from the Gemora (Shabbos 133:) The Gm does not say “menorah Na’ah”

- Sefer Nachlas Yaakov is Midayik from Rashi here in the Sugya that says ‘Mehadrin
Achar Hamitzvos” It seems Rashi is saying this is not a hiddur rather it is a lashon of
chazara, that we are machzor on Mitzvos and not from a lashon of hiddur.



7. Typically we say Brov Am Hadras Melech, Why by Chanukah is there an

advantage of having many people light as opposed to one menorah for everyone?

-In Sefer Shashuey Yaakov (Reb Yaakov Stefansky) he explains that Chanukah is
different in that a part of the Mitzvah and the bracha is Pirsum Haneis and therefor there
is no Brov Am. (And The Yaavitz holds that the actual bracha of ner Chanukah is

me’akev)

8. Why is Chanukah unique in that we need to knock on doors to collect tzedaka
while some mitzvos such as shofar, tzitzis which are MinHaTorah does not

require that amount of sacrifice?

-Ner Chanukah was established to be mefarsim the Nes and therefore chazal were
machmir on us to spend money, The Aruch Hashulchan as well holds this but also says
that it doesnt really cost that much. (Dirshu Mishna Berurah)

Thank you and A Freilichin Chanukah!!

Menachem Tenenbaum

1. Not a question. The Bais Hamedrash is usually more well known so everybody knows

there are two doors.

2. This question is a lot older than R’ Elya Boruch. Some say that on Erev Shabbos
there is no Halacha to sell the Ksus. But the simple answer is he can purchase the

wicks & oils that are Passul to use on Shabbos.

3. Early Shabbos is not Issur Melacha M’drabanan. In such a case we don’t say
Shlichus isn’t Chaal.

4. Selling an article of clothing will get more than 5 times the cost of the Din of Ner Ish
Ubeiso, which is one candle per night. He can sell the shirt and then buy a cheaper shirt
with the change. It's not referring to the last dollar it refers to the obligation to go that far



even if usually he doesn’t need to go that far in terms of effort (for example if cash isn’t

available).

5. Shulchan Aruch left it out simply because it was wildly accepted to light Mehadrin Min
Mehadrin. As you see the first Halacha is about how even a pauper does it. That same
Halacaha is brought by Rambam at the END of the halachos. The Shulchan Aruch
brought it down as the first Halacha to show that everyone does Ner Chanukabh.

6. Heard this many times. Not a question at all. Here the Hiddur was a way to fulfill the

actual Mitzva not an add on to the same Kiyum.
7. Same answer as above. It's a different Hiddur here. Not related at all.

8. Most opinions (see Shu”t Chasam Sofer to Yoreh Deah 229) that Al Yevazvez is a
Din D’Rabanan so it’s not shver that they didn’t create this law for a Mitzva D’Rabanan.
These are the only Mitzvos that women are obligated so you see that there was a
special Hekpeyda more than by other Mitzvos and by Megilla most people can’t read so
anyways they are Yotzeh with a Shliach. But more importantly these are Mitzvos that
are entirely for Pirsumei Nisan, and it gives extra hope to poor people that they can get
out of their sad state of affairs. And finally, since they’re Mitzvos for the people outside

to see what happened, it affects more people, so it requires more to be done.
Yitzy Weinberg
Comments on the Show
Shalom Reb Dovid,
| just heard your podcast on marijuana. Yashar Koach for publicizing the issue.

After having the Zechus of being a Rav in California, where marijuana use is
widespread, for 13 years (before moving to Chicago a few months ago) | do have one

ha'arah for you:



That is that yes, it is common for frum Jews use wine and schnaps for Kiddush and
other religious functions; But, marijuana is ONLY USED FOR PLEASURE AND
ESCAPISM that makes a big difference.

So while drinking at weddings and kiddush clubs are problematic and could lead to
problems and addiction. Marijuana IMHO leads to worse dependency for frum Jews
who only use it for pleasure or to escape.

Personally, | dealt with many damaged lives in CA from marijuana and only one (a ger)
from alcohol.

Freilichen Chanukah
Gut Voch

Rabbi Menachem Levine

Thank you for your podcast series, | enjoy listening to them and learn a great deal. | am
a Frum Jew, pediatric doctor and scientist in the UK and am a bit concerned that in the
recent episode you did not mention the link between consumption of marijuana and
depression and other psychiatric illness including psychosis. There is a significantly
increased risk of these conditions in individuals who take marijuana. This is thought to
be a causal relationship i.e. marijuana is thought to cause depression and psychosis. It
is not just the potential risk of addiction and the gateway to other drugs that are of
potential concern. | am happy to provide further detail or suggest connections who can
outline this.

| think your podcast omitted these important risks and | ask that you include a short

segment on an upcoming show to reflect these risks.
Very best wishes
Freilichen Channukah

Phil Robinson



Hi:
| am a college professor and enjoy listening to your podcasts. This week's podcast on
marijuana does not reference my peer reviewed journal article titled, "lllegal drug use in

Orthodox Jewish adolescents.” See the abstract on PubMed at

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-
3A__pubmed.ncbi.nim.nih.gov_29019291 &d=DwlICaQ&c=euGZstcaTDIIVimEN8b7jXr
wqgOf-vbA CdpgnV{iiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg20Welb5EzAaCDDRKKk-
KkOwTgGJ2cJWRIrOiV2gRTOAOLIX A&M=-GWG0188afrs28LbBV8TeKk3YNKIXqBQ-
ObtFLgrWwOo0&s=SUDgxlYd egBXyQ9aCZjGsyaHDaExIHpWCcAOMRYXx-Bl&e= .
Sincerely,

Joshua Fogel, PhD

You asked Rabbi Elefant about the OU certifying quinoa. It is an interesting story. See
link https://ohr.edu/5390# edn28
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