


SPIRITUAL CONFIDENCE



4 Such confidence we have through Christ 
before God. 5 Not that we are competent in 
ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but 
our competence comes from God. 6 He has 
made us competent as ministers of a new 
covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

2 CORINTHIANS 3:4–6



WHAT IS IT THAT WEAKENS OUR SPIRITUAL CONFIDENCE?



• A guilty conscience 

• Seemingly unanswered prayer 

• Preoccupation with personal 
performance (2 Corinthians 3)
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WHAT IS IT THAT WEAKENS OUR SPIRITUAL CONFIDENCE?



“I failed to realize that pushing and 
shoving and doing all the ‘right things’ 
does not bring life to your soul – ever.”

–DR. GAIL JOHNSEN, 
ALL THERE: HOW ATTENTIVENESS SHAPES AUTHENTIC LEADERSHIP



6 He has made us competent as ministers of a 
new covenant—not of the letter but of the 
Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life.

2 CORINTHIANS 3:6



7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which 
was engraved in letters on stone, came with 
glory, so that the Israelites could not look 
steadily at the face of Moses because of its 
glory, transitory though it was, 8 will not the 
ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious?

2 CORINTHIANS 3:7–8



10 For what was glorious has no glory now in 
comparison with the surpassing glory. 11 And 
if what was transitory came with glory, how 
much greater is the glory of that which lasts! 
12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we 
are very bold. [Spiritual confidence!]

2 CORINTHIANS 3:10–12



13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil 
over his face to prevent the Israelites from 
seeing the end of what was passing away.

2 CORINTHIANS 3:13



DEFAULTING BACK INTO THE FADING GLORY:



DEFAULTING BACK INTO THE FADING GLORY:

• Encountering God is reduced to 
attending events 

• Spiritual disciplines become ‘duties’ 
instead of ‘doorways’ 

• External rituals replace 
internal transformation
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21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not 
touch!”? 22 These rules, which have to do with 
things that are all destined to perish with use, 
are based on merely human commands and 
teachings.

COLOSSIANS 2:21–23



23 Such regulations indeed have an 
appearance of wisdom, with their self-
imposed worship, their false humility and their 
harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any 
value in restraining sensual indulgence.

COLOSSIANS 2:21–23



EMBRACING A NEW WAY…



“Surprisingly, I did not hear the accusing 
voice I had heard so often, ‘you need to try 

harder.’ When in reality, my restless soul 
was a sign of God’s gracious activity. I was 

not the one producing all this; I was the one 
being acted upon.

–DR. GAIL JOHNSEN, 
ALL THERE: HOW ATTENTIVENESS SHAPES AUTHENTIC LEADERSHIP



–DR. GAIL JOHNSEN, 
ALL THERE: HOW ATTENTIVENESS SHAPES AUTHENTIC LEADERSHIP

“My longing for something more did not 
come by my own efforts but by way of 

invitation. Perhaps the spiritual life is less 
about striving and more about noticing 

invitations.”



•Christ’s invitation to an 
EXCHANGED life… 

•Christ’s invitation to an 
ATTENTIVE life



17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

2 CORINTHIANS 3:17



19 “For through the law I died to the law so 
that I might live for God. 20 I have been 
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.

GALATIANS 2:19–20



•Christ’s invitation to an 
EXCHANGED life… 

•Christ’s invitation to an 
ATTENTIVE life…



18 And we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his image with ever-

increasing glory, which comes from the 
Lord, who is the Spirit.

2 CORINTHIANS 3:18




