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Mark 7:31-37

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea
of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. There some people brought to
him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to
place his hand on him. After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus
put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s
tongue. He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to
him,“Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). At this, the man’s ears were
opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly. Jesus
commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they
kept talking about it.  People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has



done everything well,” they said.“He even makes the deaf hear and the mute
speak.”

After he took him aside, away from the crowd.

There is never a moment when God isn’t moving toward
the world in love.
- Rich Villodas

Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s
tongue.

He looked up to heaven

And with a deep sigh

Be opened

Be opened

Isaiah 35

The desert and the parched land will be glad;
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom;
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the Lord,
the splendor of our God.
Strengthen the feeble hands,
steady the knees that give way;



say to those with fearful hearts,
“Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution
he will come to save you.”
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Water will gush forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert.
The burning sand will become a pool,
the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
In the haunts where jackals once lay,
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.
And a highway will be there;
it will be called the Way of Holiness;
it will be for those who walk on that Way.
The unclean will not journey on it;
wicked fools will not go about on it.
No lion will be there,
nor any ravenous beast;
they will not be found there.
But only the redeemed will walk there,
and those the Lord has rescued will return.
They will enter Zion with singing;
everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them,
and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

“He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”



Romans 5:6-8
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for
the ungodly.  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a
good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.


