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Selected audio from our listeners
Answers to the question
Answers to the questions 1 click here
Answers to the questions 2 click here
Answers to the questions 3 click here
Answers to the questions 4 click here
Answers to the questions 5 click here
Answers to the questions 6 click here

Answers to the questions 7 click here

Answers to the questions 8 click here


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_-4Aajvq9RyUMpmsGnjuydpmVzFggKoM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1iM9KnGmMgBPeLoIme8IwC2dueqFoUUfE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1owEadh-syqrJi-0xHrPVrCYuAyJkwFHP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17-yjxp4tUGx51iio7tK5Lljo6fNZyKN9
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_OxUFhrBIuVkvOE7ji-2cfOFRbWyhP0E
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1vksVsmQsfZ54MdU4JB5j8GPPjz3Re2wk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ijIe-7_4c8sNdhfZ1N6IPsotSC5rSH1o
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_ot_hFkDvSxPdKJfRKsks5agJbJd_5MP

Comments on the Show

Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here
Comments on the show 3 click here
Comments on the show 4 click here
Comments on the show 5 click here
Comments on the show 6 click here
Comments on the show 7 click here
Comments on the show 8 click here
Comments on the show 9 click here
Comments on the show 10 click here
Comments on the show 11 click here

Comments on the show 12 click here


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_cDNV2AztR8v_4a7XPtMUXJWgthlxTWr
https://drive.google.com/open?id=10k0a9EoX4ed-SQrEGbZLzOt3rfoCpdC-
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Tc8Tl7akFOGovb8KguzbcLxxTCrd5nwT
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PifXdP1e7LOfSufrK1dyz9FWpscU8wfi
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11anLGhDuyQEOjyUTEAAbR18-Qn7oDImG
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lQgoenjomNoXgkIioMXF99mLs4_2bJtm
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13xEV_tXyn0WXS2-i5JJbIXOHRQaIgHGU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=12OnrvT1DcKtK1ZGDmz6KsPfKkAB406m8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wWDcPrFqZ_JsvFls0sVxL1FPGZpzycIH
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11lX8ofBSwovzNt_7_kOK_dNBrWoctMLF
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZIJpcDxU11_TjFeJQgW5w4wGkGSS25Lx

Comments on Previous Shows
Show 201- The movement towards Chassidus
Comment 1 click here
Comment 2 click here

To see the references of the above comment click here


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PLsCWr1-CSxfpFOwDGJNl3k_YnB27KYv
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1adSVajpTHwL4m7UXv1onPyEAY0t1eKI5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1n7Ii_bLiLw8CC-bZWvlByMdFe9jsErtm

Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the show
Gutt Voch

Another fabulous episode on another extremely important and difficult topic. You could
probably easily on another dozen episodes on kashrus and only touch the surface.
Sadly, all interviewees were hesitant and vague when you asked tough questions.

Points | would mention..

The CRC from Chicago lists acceptable Hechsherim from around the world. | don't know
what they base that determination on, but it is still a good service. Being originally from
Chicago and knowing many of the people in the CRC over the years, | would trust
anything they say. It was mentioned in passing, but | felt it necessary to mention more
directly. | have also been able to easily converse with them and ask them questions via
their website and via their twitter and Facebook accounts and get clear answers quickly.

http://www.crcweb.org/agency list.php

If you do a future episode on kashrus, especially Kashrus in Eretz Yisrael, | would like
the OU to be asked about their division in Israel - OU lIsrael. In the Yeshivish community
in Eretz Yisrael, many, perhaps even most, will not eat OU Israel, definitely not for
meat/chicken, and Yeshivish Rabbonim tend to recommend against it. This is even
people who eat OU in the USA. | would like to know if OU lIsrael is adhering to different
standards, and why their Israel division is treated any differently.

Further, | don't remember which interviewee discussed this, but, in my opinion, looking
into Hechsherim is not the same as checking out a potential Shidduch. If someone is
recommended for my daughter, | can easily find someone from the same community as
the person and get some information and follow a few leads and find out what | need to
know, even if it might be difficult to get 100% of the information | want. | can pretty
easily get almost all of it. With Hechsherim | can ask around and follow all the leads and
still not get any real information. Nobody else knows either, unless they work in the field
and then won't say anything. Anybody you ask will only be able to tell you what he


http://www.crcweb.org/agency_list.php

heard or what he thinks, but almost nobody out there has any first-hand information
about the Hechsherim. Very few people really know the standards of the different
organizations. We decide which to rely on by word of mouth and reputation.

Also, many of the standards that we might hear about seem rather arbitrary. Shulchan
Aruch does not talk about how many chickens can be Shechted in a Shlachthouse per
minute, yet Hechsherim who say anything will tell you that in that Hechsher they Shecht
X number per minute but we only Shecht y per minute. That might be better or might not
be better, but both numbers chosen seem arbitrary, and would also depend on how
many Shochtim and Mashgichim each are using at any given time. Also, how does each
Hechsher decide which Chumros to employ - this one checks Tzomes Hagidin and the
other salts better and the third has a Chassidishe knife.

Kol Tuv

Rafi Goldmeier

Shavua Tov!

| loved your most recent episode. As someone living in Eretz Yisrael, | can relate to the
confusion. There are a few points | would recommend covering.

There is a widespread perception that the OU Israel is not the same quality and
standard as OU in the US and is far from reliable. Chickens under the OU Israel are
often far less expensive, but many believe it is not up to standard. | have even heard
Rabbanim say in public that the OU Israel is not the standard of the OU in America.
There have also been bloggers that published examples of issues with OU Israel
specifically at hotels. Personally, | contacted the OU in the US and was told that the
standards are the same. But | think this is an issue worth bringing up, as there is a great
deal of confusion and misinformation in EY about the OU.

| have a neighbor who learned in Kollel, has Semicha and at one point, he had a
restaurant in Ramat Bet Shemesh. He had years when a major Badatz came in, ate a
bit and then gave him an updated Teudah. They rarely checked anything, relying on the



local Rabbanut. He is a real Yarei Shamayim and he would not name names. His point
to me was that a brand name on a Hashgacha is not enough. You have to speak with
the Mashgiach and the store manager, and make your own judgement. He now eats
Rabbanut in the same way as he would eat a Badatz, only after checking it out himself.
As an FYI, even Rabbanut Ragil only allows Gush Katif vegetables.

Please let me know if you would like an introduction. Not sure if he would speak about
this in public.

| recommend speaking with the guy from Jerusalem Kosher News. | think his name is
Yechiel. When we made Aliyah eight years ago our Rav sent us to his lecture before he
would Pasken for us on kashrus. This guy used to do an independent audit of the major
Hashgachos in EY every year. He published his findings under the guidance of leading
Rabbanim in Ramat Beit Shemesh. He is not a Rav, just an educated consumer who
has incredible hands-on experience and has a local reputation as someone who will
share the facts not the fear, speculation or politics. On his guidance, | now check public
catering at Simchas and even in Yeshivos. There are a number of yeshivas in EY with
catering that has no Hashgacha, does not check for bugs in grains etc. Sometimes, you
end up with far better standards by sticking with a proven standard that is lower, than a

higher standard with no oversite or endorsement.
Kol tuv and Tizku L'Mitzvos!

Avi Burg

Your Shiur last night was extremely informative. It was mentioned that in Israel the
Minhag is that the Shochet holds the chicken while he Shechts and in America a gentile
holds the chicken. | was Zoche to speak with a Shochet who worked both in Israel and
at Empire. | asked him which Shechita does he prefer. He told me that the Shechita in
America is superior because a very crucial concern by Shechita is that the Shochet
maintains his concentration in order to perform a proper Shechita. When a Shochet is
tired, which is common since they Shecht over a thousand chickens each shift, he may



lose this necessary concentration. In America where the gentile does the physical

activity of picking up and holding each chicken it is much easier to concentrate.

It was mentioned that Kashruth organizations give a Hechsher for soap although it is not
necessary. | would be very interested in knowing what the percentage of problems are
found (if any) in dairy and parve products for those consumers who rely on the heter of
Rav Moshe and other great Poskim for Cholov Yisroel and Pas and Bishul Yisroel. How
often is a Hagaloh required to be done and how often is it done with water as required
by many Poskim? Since the government requires all ingredients that exceed 2% to be
listed and there are lab tests that can easily verify the ingredients, what is the actual
incidence when a Treif ingredient is found? In addition the use of Animal Shortening is
no longer common. My family was in America for over 120 years. Until the 1960's
everyone relied on reading the ingredients to determine if something produced was
kosher even though is was very common to use animal shortening. | know that may
Gedolim came from Europe and ate in these American homes.

Today, in America, there may be very few non-meat products with Treife ingredients. |
was in Peekskill, New York and we were told that the local Orthodox Synagouge served
bread sold by Shop-Rite with a Hechsher. However, the Shop Rite supermarket re-
heated every morning all bread and cakes to make them taste fresher. The Rabbi and |
got permission from Shop-Rite to look at every one of the over 150 products that were
re-heated in their oven. After carefully reading the ingredients of over 150 products we
found only one product that had, glycerin, a questionable ingredient. Since the glycerin
was a Issur Belua (an absorbed Issur), then there would not be a problem even if the

kosher bread touched this product (very unlikely) during the re-heating process.

Raphael Z. Grossman

Regarding the upcoming "Headlines" podcast episodes focusing on Kashrus, | strongly
recommend interviewing Rabbanim from "Kosharot" organization. They are an Israel
based org and have a list of "Hashgachot" which they recommend and update from time

to time according to their findings.



| think it would be very enlightening to hear their intake especially in light of Rav
Lichtenstein's pressing question of how can the simple Jew, who has no access to the
"Internals” of each Hashgacha, can decide which Hashgachot are good enough for him.
If I'm not mistaken, Rav Moshe Katz is an English speaker.

You can find information about them here:

https://www.kosharot.co.il
https://he.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/nnimy) nnwid)

Regardless, | very much enjoy the show and appreciate that you deal head on with

contemporary Halachic issues.
Thanks,

Jonathan

Mr. Lichtenstien,

| appreciate your latest show especially when Rabbi Auerbach was willing to name
names. It is completely understandable that a Mashgiach of one agency cannot speak
about another agency as he may open himself up to a libel suit or simple slander
causing him to lose his job.

Nonetheless, after listening to your latest show, it seems there are two distinct
guestions that need to be addressed with every Hashgacha. First is the policy and
second is the implementation of that policy. In terms of policy, every Hashgacha around
the world has a certain set of Halachik standards and policy that they abide by. For
example, American Hashgachos are generally Makil with regard to checking the nnix
['Tan whereas in Israel the general approach of the Mehadrin Hashgachos is to be
Machmir. Additionally, 78w no 78w 290 are hot topics that vary greatly from one

Hashgacha to the next.

Second, is the implementation of that policy. When | moved to Israel, | was told that a
certain Hashgacha has excellent policies but the Mashgichim on the ground are not

implementing that policy up to the requisite standard.


https://www.kosharot.co.il/
https://he.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%AA_(%D7%A2%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%AA%D7%94)

For many years, various Rabbunut Hashgachos in Israel had excellent implementation
but were very Mekil in policy to accommodate for the not-yet-Frum in their cities.
Alternatively, from your latest show, it seems that the policies of the SKS Hashgacha
maybe good but the implementation is severely lacking. It is probably much more
difficult to uncover where the implementation is lacking; however, | believe that is a
much more severe issue.

| believe many of the Rabbanim interviewed were intertwining these two distinct
categories and blurring the issues. | think everyone in the world agrees that the OU has
excellent processes of implementation. They are a highly professional organization that
spares no cost to implement the standard of kashrus they proscribe to. Perhaps when
Rabbi Auerbach mentioned that the Hashgachos in Israel are on a higher level of
Kashrus then the OU, he was referring to the policies themselves.

| understand the practical benefit of the style of show you presented. It was informative
and relevant to every family to know how to shop. However, | think it would be helpful to
re-investigate the Halachik differences between the different Hashgachos comparing
the Chassidishe Hashgachos, the national Hashgachos, and the local Hashgachos. For
example, | am curious how the different Hashgachos deal with checking vegetables,

eggs, or using nI' 12 p1'Rw 07 for Pareve products.

TheRrabbanim of the communities who need to Pasken for their constituent may argue
on a Psak of a particular Hashgacha.

YET, more essential is to uncover which Hashgacha does not implement their policy
adequately. | know that in Israel this is perhaps the biggest difference between various
different Mehadrin Hashgachos. Yechiel Spero spent many years investigating in Israel
which Hashgachos did not implement their own policies. | have also had many
conversations with members of various Hashgachos in Israel that can report about what
they see in the plants. Since most plants have multiple Hashgachos simultaneously they
play a check and balance on each other.

As a Rebbi of American post-high school boys in Israel, | constantly am questioned
about which Hashgachos are good. Knowing that later question answers MOST
guestions the Bachurim ask. Once | know what the real question is | can redirect them



to their Rabbanim to ask an informed question. Last week, | received a call from a
former student who was planning on going to a particular restaurant. He asked if he can
eat the meat there since the Shechita was Sefardi. | spoke to the Mashgiach who
explained to me that the policy is to use Sefardi Shechita but he has never checked any
of the meat deliveries personally. | explained to the student that he really has two
guestions. One, can he rely on the store owner and workers that they follow the policies
implemented, and second, a much simpler question, if his Rav had a problem with
Sefardi Shechita. (Generally, Sefardi Shechita is more Machmir but perhaps his Rav
had a particular issue with something. | am not a Rav or 'j7a in Shechita.)

Again, thank you immensely for your wonderful and informative show.
Kol Tuv,

Mickey Ellman

Thank you so much for your informative show on American Hechsherim.

You should definitely also do a show on Israeli Hechsherim, people are so ignorant
unfortunately. For the interview | highly recommend Rav Shmuel Weiner. He is from the
biggest Mayvinim in Kashrus in Eretz Yisroel, a tremendous Talmid Chachom and a
Mishamesh Talmidei Chachomim. He is a Rav in the Ramat Eshkol of Zichron Nosson
Tzvi, and Posek. Additionaly he's a Rosh Kaollel in the morning, and is in the afternoon at
Rabbi Senters Yeshiva and Yeshivas Toras Moshe respectively. He is very involved in
Kashrus and has his own organization that is actually non-profit as in it DOESN'T
charge and only serves to assure that the Hechsher of the store is up to standard and
reliable. His number is 058-840-4152. You'll be very satisfied.

Thank you as always,

Ephraim Berger

Hi Rabbi Dovid



| would just like to say that I thoroughly enjoy your "Yeshiva", it's my first phone call
every Motzoei Shabbos.

| am really finding the kashrus subject very interesting and educating.

In regards to the Chasidish Hechsherim, | would like to recommend you calling one of
the respected Hechsherim (as opposed to this Rabbi Halbershtam), and hear their view
point.

Their main argument is that there are Kulos in the OU and in the other major
organizations, out of necessity to certify huge companies.

e.g. 1- Pringles have a big Kula from Horav Belsky zt"l, {that because it's in mid process
it is not considered Bishul Aku"m.

2- The Geder of n'7n |n71w 7y N1y that there are many Shitos.
3- The Geder of xnn vyin

4- If you can be n7'nn>7 naio to Kasher within 24 hours of use.
And many more.

[They will all agree that EVERYONE uses the OU and thanks to their transparency, it's
easy to verify on each ingredient if it uses any Kulos, and its grade level in regards to
kashrus issues]

| would recommend you calling Rabbi Asher Eckstien, that has one of the very
respected Hechsherim in Boro Park, and is also one of the Rabbonim of the OK.

His Phone number is 917-514-8028

In regards to Israeli Hechsheirim | think you should call Rabbi Zaritski that is considered
to be one of the big experts, and gives Hechseirim on hotels etc.

Hatzlocha Rabbo and thanks again,

E. Schon
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