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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show
Hi,
About your question on voting for the WZC that you are affirming what they wrote.

| think this is similar to the question of voting and Charedi parties being part of the

Knesset in Israel.
Do you see a difference?
Keep up the good work,

Uri Borowski

Shavua tov. Yasher koach on another excellent episode.

| appreciated the opinions rendered along with your arguments. | personally have no
opinion if it is right or wrong to vote in the WZO elections. My stance is that | do not
really care. They have done a fine job building the country until now and the Frum
community has grown during the past 100 years of WZO by leaps and bounds and has
hardly, if at all, been negatively affected by them, so | see no big threat that requires
sudden intervention, but | can also appreciate the drive to be aggressive now and take
the fight to them.

| have two comments on the interviews:

1. Rav Lerner spoke about taking over and changing it from within by voting and
influencing where the budgets should go. If it is suddenly allowed to work with the
reform and decide where the money will go, you asked if that is right considering Frum
Jews don't really donate to WZO, so is it right to decide where their money goes but |
ask even further - if this works out and is a good idea, why not have the Frum
community join all the reform organizations and shuls and vote to change the way all
these organizations function. Pay some membership money and then turn them into
more pro-Torah organizations! It sounds absurd, but why is this any different?



2. Rav Malinowitz was mistaken about the issue with Women of the Wall. The Kotel
Agreement was that women of the wall would control the mixed area by Ezras Israel
and would no longer hold their services by the general Kotel area where everyone else
is. That was agreed to by all parties and then rescinded. They are not trying to change
the Charedi community by approving the agreement and letting them daven at the Kotel
the way they want - they would be taking them away from the Kotel and putting them in

a different area and letting them do their own thing.
Kol Tuv

Rafi Goldmeier

Dear Dovid,

In mentioning how the Israeli government is actively trying to change Bnei Torah, and
make their lives more difficult, the central example that Rabbi Malinowitz brought was

the fact that mixed concerts are now illegal in Israel.

This is not true. As an Israeli lawyer, | can tell you that the issue of mixed concerts
being disallowed is only those concerts that are funded by public funds - e.g. a
municipality or other public body. A private organization may invite whoever it wants,

and seat people as it chooses.

There was recently an issue with a concert that Rabbi Firer wanted to put on (which was
his private organization). The issue did not arise from the fact that the concert was
going to be separate seating, rather from the fact that all the performers were going to
be male. While there is no law against this, and the government had nothing to do with
it, @ number of the performers pulled out after this was turned into a big deal by the

press.
Hope this clarifies a bit - best regards,

Ariel Davis



Why is this different from the great debate between Satmar and the Aguda about joining
the Knesset.

NAIXL NI

Hi Dovid,

Thanks for all your informative discussions. (I found that the conversation with Rabbi
Lerner ended rather abruptly and awkwardly, you seemed to have ended while he was

still speaking, maybe you can clarify.)

In regard to the hypothetical question regarding Yeshiva students and the IDF put forth
by Rabbi Dunner, obviously if every soldier in the IDF was at least a potential or aspiring
Yeshiva student the situation would be very different, the scenario he is imagining is
very divorced from reality.

On last week's show Rabbi Dunner implied that the Second Rebbe of Chabad (Mitteler
Rebbe) was only chosen because of his lineage and implied that his scholarship was
inferior to that of Rav Aharon Hal evi.

| was wondering whether Rabbi Dunner has studied Kuntres Hitpaalut and Kuntres
Hisbonenut authored by the Mitteler Rebbe. | have not, but R' Aryeh Kaplan writes that
these texts are considered to be among the deepest and most difficult in Chassidic
literature. | am assuming that Rabbi Dunner has studied these as well as Rabbi Halevi's
writings before coming to his conclusion stated above.

Thanks again for your wonderful programs!
Zev Landerer

R' Dovid, | am very impressed you took such a right-wing stance this week on the WZO
votes!

Yaakov M. Berger



Dear Rabbi Lichtenstien,
Thank you for your latest podcast,
| would like to make a few corrections in regards to the latest piece from Rabbi Dunner.

1. The first battle with the secular government was actually not about Giyus Bonos,
which took place in the early '50s, but rather it was about the education of the young
immigrants, and about the fact that they were being forced to drop their heritage. This is
actually what caused the government to fall the first year into its existence.

2. In regards to the 1924 rabbinical delegation. Rav Kook, by all means, did come to
fundraise for the Israeli Yeshivos, and not just the European Yeshivos. He was
especially interested in funding his own institution which he founded, Yeshivas Merkaz

Harav. The CRC funded operations in Israel besides Europe.

For more on the visit, see here:

http://www.ravkooktorah.org/RAV-KOOK-IN-AMERICA.htm

3. The original Rav of the Poalei Agudas Yisroel was never the Chazon Ish. Rav Meir
Karelitz (the Chazon ish's brother) was their Rav. He left the organization when they did

not listen to his instructions in regard to the handling of Giyus Bonos.

4. | would just want to make one comment in regards to Milchemes Mitzva. First of all, it
is a bit presumptuous for Rabbi Dunner to Darshan about the aspects of Milchemes
Mitzva. If he had stuck to the practical aspects, then | could have heard him out, but
then he starts mixing in the Halachik aspects. Frankly, he makes believe as if this is an
issue that has never been discussed and that no one knows about this Halacha. In
truth, there has been so much ink which has been spilled over this matter, that it is a bit

interesting that he has to lecture us on it.

Again had he stuck to the practical aspect, that soon there will only be Chareidi kids, or
that it is not right, then we could speak, but please do not bring in Milchemes Mitzva. As
an aside that discussion really did not have to do with the question of the core dilemma

of the podcast.


http://www.ravkooktorah.org/RAV-KOOK-IN-AMERICA.htm

A good evening.

Nochum Shmaryohu Zajac

R Moshe, in Yoreh Deah Chelek Aleph Siman Kuf Lamed Tes, is Mattir teaching Torah
subjects in a conservative school, provided one isn’t also a teacher in a Frum school,
as people might then say “if this guy teaches in both, maybe they are both suitable
options”.

Thanks for an informative show.
Eli Nadoff

P.S. The Eretz Hakodesh isn’t the only skate for “Shulchan Aruch Jews” neither are
they the only one advised by Gedolei Torah.

*DRAMA: Rabbi Aharon Feldman And Rabbi Malkiel Kotler Threaten To Quit Moetzes
Over WZO Controversy*

https://vosizneias.com/2020/02/26/drama-rabbi-aharon-feldman-and-rabbi-malkiel-
kotler-threaten-to-quit-moetzes-over-wzo-controversy/

Howard Jay Meyer


https://vosizneias.com/2020/02/26/drama-rabbi-aharon-feldman-and-rabbi-malkiel-kotler-threaten-to-quit-moetzes-over-wzo-controversy/
https://vosizneias.com/2020/02/26/drama-rabbi-aharon-feldman-and-rabbi-malkiel-kotler-threaten-to-quit-moetzes-over-wzo-controversy/

Regarding your question regarding the upcoming elections for the World Zionist Organization:

To vote one must declare that he accepts the Jerusalem Program (statement of ideology) of the
WZ0. My opinion is that a Jew is forbidden to declare that he is a member, or ascribes to a
program, of an organization whose platform fails to recognize the Jewish nation is a nation
which received the Torah at Mount Sinai. Such a statement is a Chilul Hashem (desecration of
G-d's name) and may not be made no matter what the material or spiritual benefits will
thereby accrue.

It is therefore forbidden to vote in this election.

Contrary to what is widely held, the position of the Mo'etzes Gedoley Hatorah of Agudath Israel
is that it does not endorse voting in this election by any person. It has not issued a public
statement on the matter because of other considerations. The widespread idea that the
Mo’etzes endorses voting has its source in a mistaken presentation of the Mo'etzes position by
HaRav Elya Brudny who has since withdrawn his statement.

With deep respect,

Aharon Feldman
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democratic and secure State of Israel to be the expression of the common responsibility of

the Jewish people for its continuity and future.
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Comments on Previous Shows
Show 259 - Yerushah & Nepotisn in our Mosdos
Shalom Aleichem,
Thank you for your program-I enjoy it and appreciate the work you put into it.

| would like to point out to you that in your show about nepotism and Yerushah you
seem to be conflating the role of "leader of the generation" with that of someone leading
one local institution. Your illustration of a "general" needed to fight the street influences
etc. and what are we going to do without one, and the Rambams 40 names are not (for
the most part) family are mainly relevant if we would automatically appoint Rav Shach,
Rav Elyashiv, Rav Shteinmans son's in their place and Klal Yisroel would accept them.
It has no relevance to a specific institution. B"H there is many fine yeshivas and if you
don't like this one choose another. Your question (with this premise) would only be
relevant in Chassidusen maybe-but even there no one is leading the whole Klal Yisroel
and its people's choices who to choose-see 2 Satmars and 2 Bovovs and 2 Shomrei
Emunim etc.

| think you do an amazing job overall but it's important for you to realize that there are
real blind spots in your questioning and thinking. This is only one example and | can
give you more (for example your discussion with Rabbi Vaye on bugs, the argument
with Rabbi Lerner re- the Roshei Yeshivas ban). Obviously, this is my opinion.

Again, | think you are doing a great job but the analysis needs to be fleshed out more.
Best,
Shmulie Kosman

Response: Thank You Shmulie. | don’t agree. You don'’t think that boys or girls who
graduate from a school need role models and generals to emulate thru life? The fact
that someplace else may have a Rav Schach etc won’t help the graduate of another
school. Every army needs it's general even if there is a commander in chief.The Chofetz
Chaim Paskened this way, we posted it on line in the Maareh Mekomos.



Rabbi Lerner

| declare that | accept the Jerusalem Program; | am Jewish; | will be at least 18 years of age by June 30, 2020; my permanent
residence is in the United States; and | have not voted or will not vote in the March 2, 2020 Israel Knesset election. *

The Jerusalem Program

THE JERUSALEM PROGRAM IS THE OFFICIAL PLATFORM OF THE
WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION AND THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT

Zionism, the national liberation movement of the Jewish people, brought
about the establishment of the State of Israel, and views a Jewish,
Zionist, democratic and secure State of Israel to be the expression of
the common responsibility of the Jewish people for its continuity and
future.

The foundations of Zionism are:

1.

The unity of the Jewish people, its bond to its historic
homeland Eretz Yisrael, and the centrality of the State of Israel
and Jerusalem, its capital, in the life of the nation;

Aliyah to Israel from all countries and the effective integration of all
Immigrants into Israeli society.

Strengthening Israel as a Jewish, Zionist and democratic state and
shaping it as an exemplary society with a unique moral and
spiritual character, marked by mutual respect for the multi-faceted
Jewish people, rooted in the vision of the prophets, striving for
peace and contributing to the betterment of the world.

Ensuring the future and the distinctiveness of the Jewish people by
furthering Jewish, Hebrew and Zionist education, fostering spiritual
and cultural values and teaching Hebrew as the national language;
Nurturing mutual Jewish responsibility, defending the rights of
Jews as individuals and as a nation, representing the national
Zionist interests of the Jewish people, and struggling against all
manifestations of anti-Semitism;

Settling the country as an expression of practical Zionism.
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We have been asked by a number of rabbis in the country
and by alumni and musmochim [ordinees] of yeshivos if it is
permissible to participate with and be a member of the New
York Board of Rabbis and similar groups in other communi-
ties, which are composed of Reform and Conservative “rab-
bis.”

Having gathered together to clarify this matter, it has been
ruled by the undersigned that it is forbidden by the law of our
sacred Torah to be a member of and to participate in such an
organization.

We have also been asked if it is permissible to participate
with and to be a member of the Synagogue Council of Amer-
ica, which is also composed of Reform and Conservative or-
ganizations.

We have ruled that it is forbidden by the law of our sacred
Torah to participate with them either as an individual or as an
organized communal body.

May Hashem Yisborach have mercy on His people, and
seal the breaches [in Torah life] and may we be worthy of the
elevation of the glory of our sacred Torah and our people Is-
rael.

Signed this fifth day, the week of Parshas Ki Seesoh, the
Eighteenth day of Adar, 5716, in the City of New York.*
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