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go that 1 should not dismiss him as a hopeless dreamer he

began 1O explain his vision with an almost mathematical sim-

St «The greatest center of Jews in the world is now in Po-

|and. (America was not taken into account because of the dis-
persion of its Jews and their relatively low standard of Juda-
.sm.) And the greatest center of Polish Jews is in Warsaw. And in
Warsaw, the center is at the center of Nalewki-Gesia. So it fol-
lows that here is the focal point — the center of centers — of
Jewish life!”

But today we pass through these very streets and all we
find is total desolation and despair. The area is completely be-
reft of all life and hope. Every apartment block is now an empty
grave without even an inscription.

| remember one famous Chasidic Rebbe once said why the
Bais Hamikdash was built on Mount Moriah rather than Mount
Sinai. A place where a Jew had been moser nefesh was more im-

portant than the site where the Torah was revealed. And where
y Jews fallen al kiddush Hashem than these

else had so man
roads of the Warsaw Ghetto? Every street is a Mount Moriah,

every stone an akeidah.
If, by some miracle, 1 surv

should bring a stone from Nalew i
e Kosel Maaravi. When Jews come on pil-

d site, they could also weep over this stone
for the destruction of a large

ive this madness, perhaps 1
ki Street to Eretz Yisrael and

place it alongside th

grimage to that sacre

for the loss of all their loved ones,
klal Yisrael. They will bewail the extinction of a cen-

segment of
lish Jewry — as they mourn

werhouse in Judaism — Po

~ tral po
the churban of the holy Temple.
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2. https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/866109/rabbi-reuven-brand/spiritual-resistance-during-
the-holocaust-warsaw/

3. https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/1018053/rabbi-reuven-brand/every-jew-is-a-sefer-torah-
inspiring-holocaust-personalities-by-dr-hillel-seidman/
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Mourn Rabbi Shatzkes

More than 1800 people
filled Lamport Auditorium

Tuesday, December 30, to
besi Dr. Samuel Belkin,
Rabbi Dr. Joseph Soloveit-

ascp)
chik, Rabbi David Lifschitz

th:

Low urged all students

signed up for donations at

earlier date to give blood
in March.

once again in

Torah scholar who pasnd
a ond:

e
Moshe
Feinstein, its rosh yeshiva
Rabbi Henkin of the Ezrat
Torah Fund, and Rabbi Kal-
manowitz. of the Mir Ye
shiva, culogize the sage.
Rabbi Shatrkes, known as
the Lom; was with
the Yeshiva since 1941 and
was a member of the ordina-
bn board

That same day, Tucsday,
feomber 30, Rabbi Shate
" body was taken to ld-
Sy Buinry R
fracl. He was buried near
le graves of Rav Iser
an Meloer, the Slutzker
d his brother-in-law

e
ahbi Korb, former rorh ye-
fiva in Chicago. Rabbi Nis
m and Rabbi Isaac Herzog,
hief Rabbis of Israel, par
Fipated at the funeral.

icil Resolution
rogram Ban

pmmnd the dmm nce of
in Israel, was dras up at a
December 24, lhr um»ﬂsw‘v
»mmittee Named
> Probe Activities
Committees to study THE
AmENTATOR, and Co-op Stores
| “their functions and a Reli

See Editorial on Page 2

@The Commentator

Official Und

Per

of Yeshiva College
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Dr. Bélkin Is, Host
To Student Council
At Tea, Discussion

Dr. Samuel Belkin, president
of Yeshiva University, was host

Dr.
questions posed by

Belkin, in  answ
the

e to

Councl, stated that he was aw
of the need of a Reli
ance Program in Yeshiva, wh

h

would help solve the religious
problems of the Yeshiva College
student.

The President of the
Sty apessesd s Bopeg, or ot
establishment of a2 new pro
whereby Yeshiva students will be
able to spend some time in Is-
rael

High regard for this year's Stu-
denc Council was expressed in
that the relationship between the
administration and the students
had been so far one of co-opera-
tion,

The members of Student Coun-
cil found the gathering informa-
tive and_expressed the hope that
furure Councils would have the
opportunity of meeting with Dr.
Belkin.

s Guidance program com

have been appointed by Stu-

vities and their exact connec-
| with Student Council.

Playday

The Dean's Reception will
take place on February 8,
in the J

Hyam Wisserman '60 ard
Joseph Lifschitz '61 are in
charge of tickets and reserva-
tions.

eshiva U. To Lose Uniqueness

(alresdy bnln) with cafeteria
and

niversity of America. Fram left to
and _classrooms.

by Bernard H. Kaplan

"he Hebrew Theological m-

of Chicago bus recently

4 to cxpand its

bde s Tibersl Arty College,
wwts, within a fow short years
Yeshiva College will not be the
only American collége under Or-
thodox Jewish auspices. It will
be the first.

The proposed Jewish Univer-
sity of America will occupy & 16
acre plot in Skokic, Illinois, 1
suburb of Chieago, The Theolo-
gical College consists of & Rab-
Visial diviio, 2 Graduate school

s courses leading to
the degrees of Master
(Continued on page 4)

and Doctor .

S.C. Unanimously Votes
Student Activities Fund

Student Council unanimously approved the cnactment of 1 five-

dollar student activities fee, cffective next year,

Monday, January 5.

at a mecting held

of the fee' was

Makas ngh Score

On the Law School Aptitude
Test, given Sunday, N
Saul Berman
top 2% of Aptitude
in the United States during the
past ten years.

Dr. Saphire Boasts
Of Pre Med Record

93% of Yeshiva Colleges pre-
medical and pre-dental  majors
have been accepted by profeisional
graduate _schools, revealed Dr.
Shelley R. Saphire, chairman of
the Pre-Medical Committee.

Commenting on an article in
the “Harvard Crimson” which
boasted that 90% of Harvard’s

Saphire
, “Yeshiva has outdone nap
wxn] in this marter."” “Since
pisiiestiae it sl er i
Pre-Medical Committee,”” he con-
tinued, 88 out of 94 applicants
for medical and dental schools
have béen accepted.

“This achicvement has been
realized 1o a great extent because
of the untiring efforts_of the
committee,” concluded Dr. Sa-
phire.

Cafeteria In Red;
Prices May Go Up

Food prices” will be inereased

s more students patronize the
College Cafeteria.

“The Cafeteria has a deficit of
forty thousand dollars a_year,”
said Mr. Alfred Parker, director
of Yeshiva University Cafeterias.
“The deficit has been too large,”
he continued,
swer to the problem is to have
100 to 150 more students coming
for breakfast and luncheon meals.”

In sddition to his duties here,

Mr. Parker directs the opera-
mm of thc Stern College restaur-
College Inn, the

and
Caft(eﬂa of Einstein  Medical
School.

necessitated by the increasing
Council ~ expenditures such s

Trz CoMMENTATOR, Marmid, the

ly
constant. As a consequence, Stu-

dent Council's budget has oper-
ated at a deficit.
Better Student Servieed
Student Council ex-

the -hope that the fee
would usher in a new era of
service for students, including ex-
panded club_ programs and dor-
mitory film shows. The films had
been  discontinued last term be-
cause of a lack of fund:

In addicion, it was fclt that
because of the new source of
revenue, the burden on Coop
would be lessened aad pri
thereby reduced, thus affording
students further benefits.

“Although Council will not
enter into any wild spending
sprees, we are confident that every
student will be greatly benefited
by chis fee,” stated Raphael Wein-
berg '59, President of Student
Council.

Rav Delivers. Shiur
ToOverflow Crowd

“The sanctity of the Sefer Tor-
ah, Tephillin, and Mezuza were
discussed by Rabbi Dr. Joseph B.
Soloveitchik at the annual Yahr-
zeit Shiur, January 11.

“The Shiur, commemorating the
anniversary of the death 18 years
ago of hjs father, Rabbi Moshe
Soloveitchik of blessed memory,
was delivered to an overflow

dmts of Y.U. and other Yeshi-

oo
Ribbl Soloveitchik, dexcended
from one of Judaism's greatest

amilies, ‘was granted the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy by
Univzrsi!y of Berlin in .1930.

/pon entry into the U.S., Rab-
bi Soloveitchik founded the Ram-

the

Chairman of the Halacha Com-
mittee oi rhz Rabbinical Council
Ameri

of

Ac present Rabbi_ Soloveichik
conducts the most advanced Col-
lege Shiur in Tractate Saohedrin
and a class in Shabbat
for students engaged in Smicka
studies.
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Translator’s Note: The following is from the aggadic section of a yortsayt shi‘ur given by R. Soloveitchik in Yiddish
entitled “A Yid iz Geglikhn tsu a Seyfer Toyre” — “A Jew is Compared to a Torah Scroll.” [The first half of this shi‘ur was a
halakhic discourse and was printed in R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Shi‘urim le-Zekher Abba Mari, Za”l, vol. 1 (Jerusalem:
Mekhon Yerushalayim, 1982/3), pp. 240ff.] The shi‘ur was transcribed by Dr. Hillel Seidman and published originally in
1959 in Di Yidishe Vokh. Dr. Seidman then republished it, with an introduction, in R. Elchanan Asher Adler (ed.), Beit Yosef
Sha’ul, vol. 4 (New York: Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, 1994), pp. 17-67. A Hebrew translation by R. Shalom
Carmy appeared in the same volume (pp. 68-103). See Nefesh ha-Hayyim Shaar Daled, Perek 11 (h/t Seligsohn)

The present translation — the first rendering of this shi‘ur into English — was prepared by Shaul Seidler-Feller

Section I:

A Jew is compared to a Torah scroll. This equation is axiomatic in Halakhah and Aggadah. Let us cite several
examples, both halakhic and aggadic, of this very equation.

Halakhah
1) The Gemara says in Shabbat (105b):

One who stands over a dying person at the time of the soul’s departure is required to rend [his garments]. To
what is this comparable? To a Torah scroll which was burned.

When one is present at the death of a Jew, of every Jew, one must tear keri ‘ah. Why is that? For when a Jew
passes away, a Torah scroll disappears along with his death, and at the burning of a Torah scroll, one is
obligated to tear keri ‘ah.

Rashi’s words on that Gemara in Shabbat are interesting:

[One must rend one’s garments when a Torah scroll is burned] as we say in Mo ‘ed Katan (26a) regarding the
scroll which Yehoyakim burned, “They did not fear nor rend their garments.”* So, t0o, is the soul of an Israelite,
when it is taken, similar to this, for there is no [completely] empty person in Israel who has no Torah in him and
has not fulfilled [any] mitsvot.

2) In the Gemara in Megillah (26b), it is said:

And Rava said, “One buries a Torah scroll which wore out next to a Torah scholar.”

Rambam rules that “one places a Torah scroll which wore out or was invalidated into an earthenware vessel and
buries it next to a Torah scholar — and that is called ‘its genizah.”’?

When a Torah scroll is physically destroyed, one must bury it exactly as one buries a person who has died.

3) The halakhic requirement to stand up before a Torah scroll when it is carried by is based on the mitsvah,
“Before an elderly man shall you stand and you shall honor the countenance of an old man,”® which obligates
each person to honor Torah scholars.

! Yirmeyahu 36:24.
2 Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Sefer Torah 10:3.
3 va-Yikra 19:32.



The Gemara in Kiddushin (33b), regarding the requirement to stand up before a Torah scroll, states as follows:

It was asked: “What is the halakhah regarding standing before a Torah scroll?”” R. Hilkiyah, R. Shim‘on, and R.
El‘azar would formulate an a fortiori argument: if one stands before those who learn it, should one not stand
before [the Torah] itself?

4) The identification of a living person with a Torah scroll is also symbolically demonstrated, according to the
Halakhah, in another way. According to the law in the Gemara, at the time of the funeral procession of a Torah
scholar, a Torah scroll must be carried out [as well].

In Bava Kamma (17a), it is said:

“Our Rabbis taught: ““They honored him in his death — this [refers to] Hizkiyah, King of Judah, etc., upon
whose bed they laid a Torah scroll and said, “This one fulfilled what is written in this.”” And today, do we do
this as well? We carry [the Torah scroll] out, but we do not lay it down.”

411 Divrei ha-Yamim 32:33.



BTSN  HILEL ZAYDMAN (HILLEL SEIDMAN) (November 27, 1915-August 28, 1995)

WARSA{‘/{IHC%HET N He was l:_)orn in Skalati _(Skalat), eastern G_alicifal. He re_ceived a stringgntly _
DIARIES TO religious education, later studying at Warsaw University, and in 1939 he received his
s doCtOT OF philosophy degree. He contributed to the Orthodox daily newspaper Dos
B Yudishe togblat (The Jewish daily newspaper), 1930-1939, and to Moment

| (Moment), 1938-1939. In the 1930s he was secretary of Kolo, the Jewish club of
| deputies in the Polish Sejm. He was also secretary at the time for Agudat Yisrael in
Poland and a leader of Agudah youth. From 1937 he worked in the archive of the
Warsaw Jewish community. In 1939 he was also a member of the Warsaw city
council. He co-edited (1939) Dr. Feldshuh’s Idishe gezelshaftlikher leksikon
(Jewish communal handbook) in Warsaw and Gtos gminy zydowskiej (Voice of the
Jewish community), organ of the Warsaw community. With the outbreak of WWII,
, he was confined in the Warsaw Ghetto, continued his work for the Jewish
community, and on several occasions was narrowly saved from “deportations.” He
procured papers as a citizen of Paraguay (South America), was held for a certain amount of time in the Pawiak
prison, but was then sent with a transport of American and English citizens to prison in Vittel, France, from
which in September 1944 he was liberated by the American army. In 1946 he came to the United States and
settled in New York. From 1946 he was a contributor to Tog (Day) and Tog-morgn-zhurnal (Day-morning
journal), in which he wrote articles on various topics and for the Friday issue on the “weekly portion of Torah
and Prophets.” He was active in Agudat Yisrael and in Poale Agudat Yisrael (Workers for [ultra-Orthodox]
Agudat Yisrael) in America. From 1956 he was editor of the organ of religious Jewry in America, Di idishe
vokh (The Jewish week), in which he ran a column entitled “Di vokh” (The week). He also published articles
in: Haboker (This morning) in Tel Aviv; Hamodia (The herald) in Jerusalem; Hadoar (The mail) in New York;
and others. In book form, he published in Polish: Szlakiem nauki talmudycznej (On the trail of Talmudic
studies) (Warsaw, 1934), 81 pp.; Prawda o uboju rytualnym (The truth about Jewish ritual slaughter) (Warsaw,
1936), 87 pp.; and monographs on oaths according to Jewish law (1937), the religious renaissance of Jewish
women (1937), the religious school curriculum in the context of Polish legislation (1937), Jewish community
taxes in Warsaw (1938), and the abolition of the Jewish community in Warsaw in 1820-1822 (1939). In
Yiddish, he wrote: Dos yidishe religyeze shulvezn (Jewish religious school curricula) (Warsaw, 1938);
Geshikhte fun yidn in erets-yisorel (History of the Jews in the land of Israel) (Lemberg: N. Rayf, 1939); A
kholem vegn a yidishe melukhe (A dream of a Jewish state) (Warsaw: Goldberg, 1939). While in the Warsaw
Ghetto, Seidman kept a diary from July 12, 1942 until the uprising at the end of April 1943, later
published as: Tog-bukh fun varshever geto (Diary of the Warsaw Ghetto)
(Buenos Aires, 1947), 321 pp. It also appeared in Hebrew as Yoman geto
varsha (Diary of the Warsaw Ghetto) (Tel Aviv, 1945/1946; New York,
1957), with a preface by Yosef Heftman.[1] He later published: Di sedre
fun der vokh (The weekly portion of Pentateuch) (New York: Bel Harbor
Publ., 1965); and many more books.

Sources: Yonas Turkov, Azoy iz es geven (That’s how it was) (Buenos
Aires, 1948), pp. 56, 92, 246; Who’s Who in World Jewry (New York,
1955).

Zaynvl Diamant[Additional information from: Berl Kagan, comp.,
Leksikon fun yidish-shraybers (Biographical dictionary of Yiddish
writers) (New York, 1986), col. 261.]
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PERSONALITIES I KNEW IN THE GHETTO 373

THE RADOMSKER REBBE

av Shloma Chanoch Rabinovitch was an unusual Rebbe

in many aspects. Even when he was recognized as a
Rprominent Rebbe with thousands of Chasidim, he would
still personally travel to many other Rebbes — particularly
Rebbe Yisrael Chortkover —
as if he were a simple Chasid.
When he became Rebbe in
1910, at the young age of
twenty-nine, he had already
been successful in business —
with interests in Berlin, Lodz,
Warsaw, and Cracow — so
that instead of accepting the
customary donations from his

Chasidim, he was far more
likely to support his Chasidim
financially as well as spiritually. Although the Radomsker
Rebbe was a formidable Torah scholar blessed with a sharp
brain and a retentive memory, coupled with enormous dili-
gence in study and prayer, he shrank from displaying his vast
knowledge and eschewed all forms of pilpul. Despite his great
wealth, he spent very little on himself or his household and de-
voted most of his riches to a network of thirty-six yeshivos
throughout Poland that he had established under the title of
“Keser Torah.” Unlike Lithuania, the formation of yeshivos in Po-
land, especially by Chasidim, was quite an innovation. The Ra-
domsker Rebbe was not particular that his roshei yeshivah, or
indeed the bachurim, were Radomsker Chasidim; nor did he in-
Sist they learn chasidus, but he did demand they retain a fear of



heaven and a love of Torah ¥

Radomsker REbbe’

; lI}\llotwithstanding the
ealt i : i
» he was in fact quite a sick map vy, $ display of rg
0 Was hogp;
Pllaliz,d

;n-(:-]y n:.)nt.hs a year with diabetes, During g},

- m‘l,. 1s tisch had to be interrupted befor, K.abbos anq Yon,,-,,.
:) ysician could administer an insulin injecii dushsg that by
o'ved by Chasidim from both Poland and Gal('m'. oy -
his own regard for all other groups ang pe - a-n d Such g
steered clear of all politics and argumemfs?rnalmes tht e
Rebbe’s humility was legendary, yet carrieq .offhiz Rad'o i
manner as to render it hardly noticeable, ws

' When the war erupted, the Radomsker Rebbe was i
Galicia, resting at the Carpathian Mountains. He retumedtl:
Lodz, where his Chasidim urged him to escape on the last few
air flights, but he refused, replying simply, “I want to be withall
the Jews!” He arrived with his family in Warsaw during Chanu-
kah that year and resided with his wealthy and learned Chasid
R. Nosson Pinchas Ehrlich at 30 Nowolipki Street. Throughout
the Ghetto's existence, regular minyanim took place at his
apartment and each Shabbos the Rebbe conducted 2 tisch for
shalosh seudos. Many Chasidim would gather t© hear the
Rebbe’s divrei Torah.

The Radomsker Rebbe’s diabetes had deteﬁo.m s b::;
continued his tight schedule of Torah study — g b:,
because of his failing eyesight. Every SO i l:a:]‘omskﬂ
hatched to spirit the Rebbe out of danger, but thed raeﬁai“: 3
Rebbe firmly rejected them all with oné standall') v,
shall remain with my people!” The Radomsker Re'ne optir®”
aware of the impending catastrophe. yet ?e i:;nai ut he &
tie that Amalelk would eventually l?i ?‘;TZ;‘/ would sur®

pressed his doubts whether che Jew: &

PERSONALITIES | KNEW IN THE GHETTO 78

to see it. Nonetheless, he was firmly resolved to make no at-
tempt to escape.

Despite the danger for religious Jews to appear on the
streets. the Radomsker Rebbe continued his unusual custom of
visiting other Chasidic Rebbes, He also retained his tradition of
generously supporting the needy, though he had been deprived
of his vast wealth and was personally subsisting on loans. On
that infamous “Black Shabbos™ < in the afternoon of 1H Av
1942 — a Wehrmacht battalion ran amok in his tenement block,
going from apartment to apartment, ruthlessly shooting ap-
proximately 150 people. They brutally murdered the Rebbe, his
wife, daughter. and son-in-law. The Radomsker Rebbe was bur:
ied within the Novominsker Ohel at the Warsaw Cemetery.

His son-in-law, R, Moshele, who married the Rebbe's only
daughter Raizel, deserves a biography of his own. As his family
name, Rabinovitch, implies, he was a cousin of the Radomsker
Rebbe. In his home town, Krimilow, he received the standard
education at the local cheder but his remarkable diligence set
him apart from his contemporaries. Nothing interested him
outside the study of Torah to which he devoted day and night —
literally. He soon became renowned for his wide Torah knowl-
edge, his faultless memory, and penetrating analysis. Famous
Torah scholars generally averse to empty compliments fiever-
theless showered him with praise and acclaim. After his mar-
riage in 1928 at the age of twenty-two, he was entirely free of
money worries and could continue to devote himself to Torah
— up to twenty hours a day!

When his father-in-law established the Keser Torah Ye-
shivos, R. Moshele became one of the roshei yeshivah, painstak-
ingly examining the yeshivah students and setting their curricu-
lum. Thrice a day he would deliver a  shiur to the leading

snca s o Dm0 0t o




Shi
Was greatly lOve:r th,,

) yeshivos, t}, by b
work under his guidance also studied Unus:a‘:ewr Torah , iy
mﬂsech

as Zevachim and Berachos, as well as the Jerusalem T, tas sud;
m Ty

For personal reasons, he refus ; Imyg,
standing novella he had composede:;oap::ll]:l:ny Of the gy,
However, some of his chiddushim transcribed byo;.m Wsechtgg
appeared in the yeshivah periodical and made an inl; s]‘tude.m’
pression on the Torah scholars of Poland (some of te oy

later republished in New York by his talmid R, l;z;u“’:
Besser). His novellas were unusual yet penetrating, logical, ang
anything but superficial. Apart from a short period of study
with the Tchebiner Rav, he was entirely self-taught. Later, the
Tchebiner Rav related that when he met him some years after-
wards, he did not recognize him — so far had he progressedin
Torah studies.

Despite his father-in-law’s enormous wealth, replete with
widespread and complicated business dealings, R. Moshele had
not the slightest interest in monetary affairs and -barely recof:

i Iping down bis
nized the value of everyday coinage. Even gu ping 2
meals so as not to waste precious study time, he l:: :,dyand
saintly existence bound up with heavenly fear, Tor2
heartfelt prayer.

To free him from forced labor in the G
cially registered as an employee of l\{lotti 'l:l::vork i
in Grzybowska Street and wore a Pmk;]3 i fact(?‘y “
sion. (He used to com-ment, :‘Waffzi“.’: :: o il
Jorpees!”) Gnierev Tisha BAv 29«7

disciples. Unlike contemporary

hetto, he was o
kert’s Und
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¢ ’
ghultz workshop run by Avtaham Hendel, Despite the danger,
‘Iu‘ refused to trim his beard. He was murdered at the same time
as his father-in-law. the Radomsker Rebbe, on that fateful Shab-

pos afternoon of 18 Av, 1942,

REB YAAKOV TROKENHEIM

n countless forums, religious Jewty was ably represented
Iby R. Yaakov Trokenheim. On behalf of Agudas Yisrael, he
was a member of the Warsaw Kehillah and its president
from 1926, Simultancously, he was a member of the Warsaw
town council for twenty years (from 1019-19), a senator in the
Polish parliament from 1936147, and a member of the Polish
Sejm (the lower parliament) from 1937 until Poland fell to the
Germans. There was hardly an important Polish arena in which
R. Yaakov Trokenheim did not represent Agudas Yisrael,
Surprisingly, R. Yaakov Trokenheim was not a renowned
orator nor particularly erudite. Certanly, he possessed as much
book learning as the average learned layman, but he was not
famed as a scholar. Likewise, in common with most Polish Jews,
he was no fount of secular
knowledge. Not one to initiate
ideas or campaigns of his own,
he was scrupulous about carry-
ing out the plans of others. One
can sum up his continuing
popularity in one word — in-
tegrity.
He never claimed to do
more than his capability, and
though he greeted everybody
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warmly and listeneq to th
rash promises. Even atele
promises and was not fo
pretensions, fully recogn

e.nr problems i, detai)
ction time he djg o + he .
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nd of empty slogaps, ch;: ;ny"'ﬂ
: 1zing his duty to 3 no fy,
“.L When he spoke in parliament on Jewish “’: i Yoted LN
simple everyday language of an ordinary l.’Su.es. he Used 1y,
Nalewki Street, Warsaw. Although he was “ l:‘Slm.-ssman f
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licity brought votes, nonetheless, where he f:l‘tv:l:e o
would be counterproductive to those he . € pub

as discreetly as possible. He was extremely Orga:i:z he actes
; 5 . , w

in an f)bjecnve manner, and did not confine himself 1o n:::
party issues.

R. Yaakov Trokenheim was born in 1888, his father a well
known and prosperous Gerrer Chasid of the Sefas Emes: pe
later married into the rich Kirshenbaum family of Lublin. Wity
his brother, he inherited a large tenement block at 37 Nalewk
Street, housing hundreds of Jewish families as well as four
courtyards containing many shops. Following the First World
War, in 1919, the Warsaw City Council had democratic du-
tions, and Agudas Yisrael put forward two candidates. Thex
first was R. Eliyahu Kirshenbaum, who repr esented the Astk=

; ; kenheim (although be
nazim, so the Chasid R. Yaakov Troken
only thirty-one) was chosen as a counterbalance- =
. & - R. Yaakov Trokenhelm
Reflecting his serious nature, poke ot
= - sitti the City Council and always S
missed a public sitting of the City also i
: o the Jewish population. He Was ="
subjects affecting 3 . For
behalf of Jewish V°t;fa‘ onned®
: . roughfare .
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1 all publicity. lest it hatt

Francrs?
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asation (yet he resmnte .

¢ to help)

In 1926, R Yaa
t for the democratic clections

il first on the

kov Trokenheim was among the
tor the Watsaw Kehillah,
vguda his

acities

where he serv ed 1 vanous cape
Kehillal's Religions Department, which

until the Wat He thot

oughly reorganized the

had been in utter disorder. Sinece |
e Polish parhament a number of

022, R Yaakov frokenheim

had unsuccessfully stood for tl

gov . cif oW
umes. However in 1025, the government nominate  their own

candidates as senators. In a show of independence, it chose
nominees not selected by thetr own parties including R
Yaakov Trokenheim. At the next clections, in 1917, he was
elected as an Aguda member to the Seym, the Polish parhament.
When the anti-shechitah campaign was at its peak, . Yaakov
Trokenheim invested much energy into safeguarding shechitah
and established a nikkur institute that was most helpful when a
restricted supply of kosher meat was finally permitted. As the
only Jewish parhamentanan residing in Warsaw — and concur-
rtmlyj a leader of the Warsaw Kehillah — he was potal to the
shech.uuhldvcfen'.c. respected by the government and admired
for his shining integrity.
) . -
e When the War broke out in 1939, R. Yaakov Trokenheim
ted 1o one of his sons in Vilna (where he set up a soup kitchen
in - . -
°°°Pefa.non with the Joint), while his wife and two daugh-
ters remained behind in W i
o . arsaw. In obvious peril from MNazi
d“ﬂ’ 1 squads due to his prominent personality. he desperat ly
tried 1o get a pass . : -
POrt to America or a certificate to Eretz Yi
rael, despite his reluctance ; . 2
: to abandon his family. H
Russians refused him ission to b owever. the
permission to leave. The Sovier army first
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overran Vilna on September 19, 1039, yet it was ceded to an
“independent” Lithuania until July 15, 1940, when the Rug.
sians incorporated all three Baltic States into the Soviet Union,
On June 24. 1941, Vilna was captured by the Germans and the
mass shootings rapidly began in the nearby Ponary Forest, R,
Yaakov Trokenheim (together with his parliamentary col-
league, the Agudist R. Leibel Mintzberg) fled to Bialystok where
he lodged with the Rav, Dr. Gedalia Rosenman, until November
1941. Despite the danger, he returned to Warsaw together with
his son Elazar, and the family was reunited.

At first he hid among friends, but after a number of weeks
he realized that the Germans were not searching for him —
they viewed all Jews alike, equally suitable for destruction. So
he stayed openly with his daughter who ran the Jewish hospital
at 1 Leszno Street. In cooperation with R. Zisha Friedman and
R. Yosef Konigsberg, he organized soup kitchens for yeshivah
bachurim and scholars. By being registered as a clerk at the hos-
pital, he managed to evade the early deportations, but in March
194_3 he was deported to the Poniatowa Camp near Lublin. R.
Chaim Yisrael Eiss sent him a Paraguayan passport from Swit-
Zerl.and but — just as with R. Zisha Friedman, Dr. Yitzchak
Schipper, and others who were also in the same camp — this

Paisp?rt was of no avail. In November 1943, he was deported
to Majdanek and murderediir, tie gas chambers



RAV SHIMSHON STOCKHAMMER

av Stockhammer was a man of many talents. He was
born in 1899 in Sokal, Galicia where his father, a Belzer
Chasid, was a talmid chacham and ritual slaughterer.
The young Shimshon learned at the local Belzer kloise (as the

papers. When the Togblatt reappeared in 19
s it n 1929, Rav Stockham-
a regular column every weekend, generally concen
trating o ’ :
g on kashrus or. Shabbos observance. His position on the
paper was enhanced in 1933 when a controversial article in the
Togblatt raised the ire of many readers, and R. Stockhammer
was delegated to ensure the quality of future issues. Rav Stock-

hammer’s own articles were
clear and succinct and fired
with all the enthusiasm of
his Chasidic soul. He always
dealt with the issue at hand,
avoiding all personal at-
tacks, and his authoritative

writings earned his readers’

respect due to his intimate

cnowledge of rabbinical af-

airs. in effect, 24 Stock-

acted as a media

hammer
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Kesman for rabbinic circles and he was particularly close
spo

with the Agudas Harabbanim.

since 1878, with the passing of Rav Yaakov Gesundheit,
warsaw had not had a Chief Rabbi. Only seven rabbanim oper-
ated within the Warsaw Rabbinate, ostensibly catering for the
argest European kehillah, estimated at 370,000 souls. In 1934,
wo Kehillah leaders, Eliyahu Mazur and Yaakov Trokenheim
(both representing Aguda) tried to change this. At first they
chose R. Aaron Lewin (Rav of Reischa and Sejm member) as
Warsaw’s new Chief Rabbi. When that plan ran into technical
difficulties they decided to at least enlarge the Rabbinate. After
much political bargaining and jockeying between the parties, a
number of rabbanim were appointed, including Rav Shimshon
Stockhammer. Rav Stockhammer took his new appointment s¢-
riously, continuing his lifelong interest in kashrus and Shabbos
observance. His talents as a publicist were given full play. and
many Kehillah proclamations and public notices sprang from
his fertile pen. Unusually for a Belzer Chasid, he rose to the
higher echelons of the Polish Aguda and took an active part in
1ts meetings.

By the outbreak of the War, he was a much respected per
sonality, brimming full with energy and ambitions. When the
Germans captured Warsaw in October 1939, Rav Stockhammer
Was residing in the Praga suburb. Later. after some Judenrat
members escaped to America and Eretz Yisrael, Rav Stockham-
mer was co-opted onto the Judenrat.

Working together with R. Meshulam Kaminer, R Isaak-Ber
Ackerman, and Rav Dovid Shapira, he displayed hitherto uf”
known reserves of dedication as one of the few religious vo’;ef

on the Judenrat trying to protect the Orthodox mﬂfse‘_' T,he .vec
vout Jews were the hardest hit in the Ghetto- Thelr distinctt



who fill :
f ed the most important posts, he requi
ort to help those in need — yethet quired strenuous ef-
On 4 Av 1942, before the de umed'no one away.
among those temporarily i portations began, he was
porarily incarcerated in the Pawj :
hostage against any resist ; AiakiFibon s
5 ance. During the deportations, R
tockhammer was profoundly depressed and had .II;S' 2
ab ) ad no illusions
h_;“t the deportees’ fate. Together with his family, he went into
iding to evade deportation but was captured duri
1943 (his wife and i e
s ife and four children had already been murdered by
e . ermans) and deported to the Poniatowa death camp near
Lublin.
' From Poniatowa he was transferred to Flosenberg concen-
tration camp in Bavaria, Germany, where he survived for ap-
proximately twelve months. Rav Stockhammer was a tremen-
dous source of encouragement to his fellow inmates. He never
complained about the backbreaking work nor referred to the
destruction of his family. He zealously kept mitzvos under un-
speakable conditions. During Pesach 1945, he subsisted on wa-
ter alone for eight days rather than eat chametz. Somehow he
managed to keep up with the slave labor during Pesach despite
his prolonged weakness and previous emaciation. When fellow
ceanp inmates remonstrated that he ought not endan.ger his life
by-abstdining fromithe ‘deily diey of brea"i he replied that flt
Jeast one Jew out of the 2,500 imprisoned in Floscabers <L

| 4 - . cuss the problems of the day on an equal fo
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rve Pesach, and he was glad to be that lone Jew!

h after Pesach, at the approach of the Russian army,
{he Germans moved their Jewish prisoners westward. The train
they were traveling on was frequently bombed by allied air-
craft, and Rav Stockhammer was critically wounded by a piece
of shrapnel. He never recovered and died on 13 lyar 1945,

three days before liberation.

to obs€
Amont

RAV MENACHEM MENDEL ALTER

ne of the foremost leaders of religious Jewry before
O the War, Rav Alter was a formidable personality — an
original genius who never hesitated to speak his mind

or act as he saw fit whatever the consequences. As the youngest
son of the Sefas Emes and the brother of the current Gerrer
Rebbe (R. Avraham Mordechai — the Imrei Emes), he was ac-
customed to authority, and the mantle of leadership rested eas-
ily on his shoulders. Blessed ]
with penetrating insight, a
sharp tongue and a sharper
brain, he was not one to auto-
matically conform to the gen-
eral consensus nor follow the
common path trodden by oth-
ers. Born in 1877, as an inte-
8ral part of the aristocratic
family of Gur, he grew up at
the center of religious influ-
ence and power. He rapidly

matured an adult understanding of world affairs
oting Wi

and would dis-
th venerable
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I~ LEADERS AND FOLLOWERS

fror was read on Bebruary 28. The writer fulfilled the commandment Amalele is concerned not so much with the Jews as with Judaism: the Jewish

mber by pointing out the relevance of the story of Amalek and the outlook, the Jewish worldview, the Jewish sense of honesty, the jewish sense

[ Esther to present-day events. The article notes paraliels berween of justice, the Jewish attitude toward the indigent and the deprived, the

policy and Biblical verses (from the story of Amalek and the Book of Jewish aversion to bloodshed and violence, the Jewish interpretarion of the
' - - " o o T+ . ) «
Jehoush i de without exolicil onine the Nazis. Thus the concept of heroism. All these are diametrically cpposed to Amaleldsm and
2 gh in code, without explicitly mentioning the Nazis. Thus the

] , . they infuriate Amalele: “And their laws are different from those of every other
Escher becomes the story of Warsaw Jewry and of all the Jews wapped Y i

. nation.””?
lazi rule:

A

for the required response:

=]

s nations have waged war against the Jews, done evil to them. But . . -
/ B 5 Jews, Tf Amalek comes because “they became lax with respect to the Torzh,”* then

lele is something else entirely. Amalek made the annihilation of the Jews . .
_ & T 7 ; _ T I we have to intensify and expand Torzh study.
sal, its program, its principle—-deliberately, in cold blood, sadistically, B ) _ »
. . « If Amalek’s power stems from doubts and carping—"Is God among us or
«ding o a plan, in an orderly mannez, through laws and clauses—"and 7 . _
i _ ) - not?””*—then we have to greatly strengthen our falth and wuse in God.
lecree was issued in Shushan. ) )
. . L i If Amalek draws its strength from our coldness—asher karcha*—and from
lek and. his descendanc Haman are not satisfied with just murdering . - _ 77
_ ) o ] j _ our negligence and helplessness—“the stragglers in your rear””’—then we
ddual Jews, putting to death a few individuals, No, that’s oo little, a L _ . . -
_ - ‘ _ muct hecervent, strong, and valiant, bear everything, suffer as Jews, and
il marter, A real disgrace. They want to destroy the entire nation 2ll at . L .
) i i . - e withstand 4 he trials.
. rip out the roots, eradicate Judaism—“destroy, kill, and annihilate all . , o
, J— If Amalek disseminares cruelty, torture, sadism, and evil in the world, we have
cws, the nation of Mordecai. P . P
to nurture among ourselves the sense of Jjewish compassion that is deeply

~article is clearly a direcr call to realize that the mass murder was well
1, not coincidental, and that this extermination policy differed in nature
«0se of all haters of Jews in history. It was a program, a principle, “in

rooted within us, help one another, support the needy, give some of what is on
our plate, part of our dinner, to those who have none—"and seading portions
0 one apother”’

- 1o 1 i ey y - 3 L . : . - - 2
sod, sadistically, 2ccording 1o a plan, in an orderly manner, through Thus the article calls for reinforcing Jewish values under the gherto

n . - 1 .
i i 1 - Ot [ . 2 s . . - .
d clauses.” The article states unequivocally that the murder is total and conditions as a way of waging a spiritual rebellion with broad significance.

- ar . 1 - i . : oo . . . . c - ~
=—part of 2 comprehensive plan targering all the Jews: ‘They “are not Documents that analyzed the situation so perceptively in February 1942 are

| with just murdering individual Jews.... They want to destroy the

extremely rare. Presumably, this one was written in the wake of the information
wation all at once, rip out the roots, eradicate Judaism.” The article is

from Chetmno, but compared to other reactions, including those in the

:ly perceptive, not only with respect w the extermination plan bur also underground press, it contains a very eatly and amazingly perceptive analysis

i , RS o o - . 2 ! RAZIngLY ,
spect to the narure and policy of the Nazi regime. The point of view is of the events. In this context, it is worth comparing it with the best-known

| - ; . : i vl - . ; : , , :
nd scems retrospective, even though it was written in real time. We see document on the subject: the Vilna Proclamation of January 1942.

yrtly after the mass murder began, the writers put two and two together )
slished their conclusion in this appeal.
article also addresses two other topics that we will mention only in

n analysis of the Nazis’ goal, and the resistance and conscious struggle

7 Bsther 3:8.

7 BT Bechorot b,

7 Exodus 17:7.

76 “Who happened upon you” (Deuteronomy 25:18). The word farcha resembles the word
for “cold.”

7 Toid,

B Tehae 010

or in response to this goal:
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“E54 PART VIl — DOCUMENTATION

One of the “thirty-six [saints]” of the Jewish book was Leib Shor ... and
Bashia Berman, 2 librarian by profession.... While seme public activists were
losing sleep worrying about how to find bread and shelter for the burgeoning
camps of poverty-stricken, hungry, and homeless Jews, these two were
worrying about where to get spiritual sustenance for the Jews. They were
the First to realize the extreme importance of books 2s a weapon in the war
against despair. Ostensibly, they could have said, “Who needs bocks when
thete’s nothing to eat, when we don’t know what the day will bring?” Bur
experience proved the opposite: Never did people give such expression to
their hunger for books as during the occupation. .. This hunger came partly
from a longing to forget the constant dangers ... and partly from 2 longing to
exercise their menra! powers. ... And if this was true of the adults, how much
more so was it of the children. Especially Jewish children in the ghetto. These
children had been robbed of the world—the river, the green wee, freedom of
movement-—and they could find all these again in the agical world of the
printed word.*

-2 Librasies were 2lso established by the youth movements and political
parties in the Warsaw ghetto. Alter Shnur (Ttzinger), a teacher and writer in
the F6d ghetto, called the ghetto “the city of books.” The main library was the
Sonnenberg Library, which even before the war had been situated in Batuty;
the old Jewish quarter where the ghetio was built. It contained some 7,500
books, including books in German for refugees who had been deported from
Germany and textbooks for children®

In Theresienstadt the library was created gradually in culmural/linguistic
stages, as Jews from various places were brought there: at first most of the books
were in Czech, afterwards some in German were added, and finally books in

30 pverbach, Be-Eussor Varsha, 167. Bathia {Bashia) Berman, born in 1907, worked in the
Polish national library and in municipal libraries in Warsaw before the war, She took a special
interest in Jewish libraries and conducred 2 study of the subject in 1934. She was pardenlarly
interesced in childrerfs literature. When she was deported to the ghetto, she stayed in touch
with librarians in Aryan Wazsaw: In the ghetto she collected books from stands where they were
being offered for sale, from house commitrees, and from lLibraries, and hid them in what were
purportedly game areas. She was especially concerned about street children, children hiding
in the forests, and children in CENTQS homes. The image of her marching with suitcases of
baoks for children was etched in the memoties of survivors from Warsaw. At some point she
recruited volunteer gitls ro assist her; they took care of the boaks and helped her deliver them ra
homes and families. These baoks were enjoyed by thousands of children. See Tembkin-Berman,
“Sifriyot Yehudiyot be-Varsha,” 521524,

51 Shavit, Hunger for the Printed Word, 8183, based on the Clhronicle of the Léd Gherto and

ather soutces.

TWO LETTERS FROM SURVIVORS 657

~ Danish were broughr in. There were also books there that had been confiscared
from libraries in Germany, including that of the Orrhodox rabbinical seminary
in Berlin, books taken from residents of Theresienstadt, and so on. The library
was headed by Prof. Emil Utitz, an apostate Jew deported from Prague to the
camp in 1942, Ar its peak in 1944, seventeen people worked there, of whom
only two survived. An estimated two hundred thousand books went rhrough
this library; some of them were not rerurned and some were even taken on
the final journey when Jews were deported from Theresienstadr. Nexv to the
library was a reading room, which was “paradise” to the prisoners, especially
the elderly. When the Nazis carried cut their “beautificadion” of the gherto
for propaganda purposes—the climax of deception in this gheito—they took
advantage of this library, temporarily enlarging it photographing it, and
afterwards shrinking ir and finally liquidating it along with the rest of the
ghetro.*

Booksellers' stands were a common feature in the larger ghertos. Most of
tre books were sold to readers thirsting for books, Reuven Ben-Shem wrote
in his diary on June 10, 1941: “On several occasions I saw Jews whe had not
a cent for bread bargaining over the price of 2 bock™ Mary Berg, 2 young
girl in Warsaw, weote in her diary in lare 1942: “All of us threw ourselves on
the books with the same impatience with which we throw ourselves on food.™
And at an event marking the hundred thousandth beok borrowed in Vilna,
Iszac Rudashevski wrote in his diary, “The reading of books in the gherto is the
grearest pleasure for me. The book unites us with the furure, the book unires
us with the world.”»

As conditions worsened, bocks were also sold for reuse as paper. This was
one manifestation of the harsh struggle for survival:

.. Jewish holy bools are now very inexpensive. This is dus w the poverty of the
Jewish populacion. After selling their houschold irems, Jews finally also sell
their holy books. On all streer corners, one finds carriages full of holy books,

being sold for dirt-cheap prices, literally for pennies.®

32 Ibid., esp. 120-130.
¥ Reuven Feldshuh (Ben-Shem), handwritten disry, Yad Vashem Archives, 033/959.
¥ Berg, Weraw Gherso, 204,

Rudashevsid, Digry of the Vilna Gherto, 106, According to testimony, even during the
Aktionen in the Vilna gherro the library was full of readers (Kruk, Zaw Days, 504 [Apr. 6,
1943]).

3 HMuberband, Kiddush Hashem, 215,
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During the first year of his stay in Warsaw, Wemnberg was very ill and often
unable to speak or read. In the second year, his health began to improve. It was
during this time (on 2 October 1940) that the ghetto was formed. Weinberg, how-
ever, was more forfunate than most Jews in the ghetto. Since Lithuania had been
taken over by the Soviet Unfon, he was now a Soviet citizen. As long as Germany
and the Soviet Union were at peace, Weinberg was in a protected position and was
not subjected to many of the hardships of the other ghetto residents. A notice
marking him out as a Seviet citizen was even placed on his clothes and on the door
of his home. This presumabiy explains why as late as February 1947 he was given
permission to travel to the Soviet consulate in Konigsberg to be issued with a new
passport.to®

After Weinberg’s health had improved, he was able to devote much of his ame
to communal matters. He was elected president of two rabbinic organizations, the
Agudat Harabanim of Warsaw and the larger Agudat Havabanim of Poland, as well
as president of the supreme rabbinical court of Poland. The Jewish community of
Warsaw also offered Weinberg the position of chief rabbi of the city. He refused
the offer, explaining that the position would be conmrolled by the Gestapo.*®
Perhaps it was the Gestapo itself, knowing of Weinberg’s importance and wishing
to deal with a2 German-speaking leader, which was responsible for the offer in the
Arst place.

While in Warsaw, Weinberg also served as the head of a committee designed to
assist rabbis and yeshiva students. Here he worked closely with the Polish office of
the Joint Distribution Comumittee and the renowned martyr Rabbi Menahem
Zeniba (1883-1043) in distributing the money and care packages which arrived i
Warsaw. From the ghetto, Weinberg sent letters to {riends in many countries
requesting money, care packages, religious articles, and assistance in arranging for
the emigration of rabbis and yeshiva studenis.*® Ins a post-war letter to his family
in the United States, Weinberg described his situation in the ghetto:

My friends and pupils in the whole world overwheimed me in sending all sorts of things in
the form of meney; food, and other precicus things. MMy social position in Warsaw reached
an extraordinary culmination. I was appointed there to be president of all organizations of
rabbis, learned men, and authors. All subsidies went through my hands. I was leader of an
office there with many secretaries and supply officials. During my consultation-hour many
hundreds of petitioners came to see me. [ was able to help each of them. I could give them
from the abundance which was placed at my disposal by my pupals. V'

We SE Qi p. 64, Yad sha’sl, 11-12. The passport is currently in the possession of Abraharm
Weingort in Jerusalem, and states that Weinberg’s picture and signature were authenticated by the
consul and secretary in Konigsberg.

109 1 erter to the Corn family, undated but written in 1945.

U0 Vid sha 'il, 1o—12; SE 1L, pp. 64—5; Weinberg’s letrer from the ghetto published in Bita 'on Bar-
Tian (Summer 1974}, 22; his letters to Louis Ginzberg and Sanl Weingort, published in my ‘Between
Fastand West', 334—9; M. Levinson-Lavi’s letter in Bitsaron, § (1943), 278.

W Letrer to the Corn family, undated but written in 1945. The letter is written in English.

181

Weinberg also began to edit 2 volume of halakhic writings from the leading
Tabbis in Warsaw which was to be published in secret.*1? This publication was to be
in remembrance of the ‘preat miracle’ that he had experienced in secretly travelling
out of the ghetto.!13 It alse was to be in honour of the marriage in Montreux,
Switzerland, of one of his dearest pupils, Saul Weingort (1615-46}. The signifi-
cant feature of this volume was that sach of the contrilrutions was to be on the same
halakhic theme, Matmenides’ view of the destruction of fameis before Passover.
The book would have provided a good illustration of the various twlmudic method-
ologies, but unfortunately the events surrounding the outbreak of war with the
Soviet Union on 22 June 1941 made publication impossible, and the manuscript
was lost. 214

Recalling the crueliy and tortuce which were commonplace in the ghetto,

Weinberg wrote:
One cannot describe what happened within the walls of the ghetto. There the German
beast showed itsell with all its ferocity, violence, and cruelty never seen or heard since the
heavens and earth heve been created. . . . May I not live to see the consolation: of Zion if §
have not seen men, women, and children thrown to the ground and trampled by people
fleeing for fear of death, or persons having collapsed from hunger and cold and murderous
Blows. They lay on the ground helplessly and breathed their last with no one to bring them
to burial. . . . It was a daily occurrence for German soldiers and officers to roam the sireets
equipped with iron bars and knock down everyone whe came their way.H5

As for the zccusations of the ‘hevoes of the per’ that the Jews did notrise up against
their tormentors, Weinberg asserted that these writere did not understand the
Nazis' diabolical metheds, which proceeded gradually, “antil at the end not men
but shadows were left, full of despair and with but one desive—to give up their
hives soon. 1o

In 1g41 Hillel Seidman personally witnessed Weinberg's involvernent in the
following event. It was a Sabbath and Weinberg was returning from prayers when
Le saw a Jew Iying on the pavement, to0 weak to get up and ignored by all the
passers-by. Weinberg quickly ran to his spartment and snatched up some money.
Retarning 1o where the man lay, he stood in the centre of the pavement, refusing
o allow anyene to pass and demanding that they help im bring the man to 2
doctor. 117

With the outbreak of war between (Germany and the Soviet Union, Weinber
no longer had any privileged status. He was immediately incarcerated in th

T
=]
<

112 Incidentally, one of these rabbis was Yehiel Meir Blumenfeld, whose criticism of Weinberg is
discussed in Ch. 5.

W12 Weinberg did not elaborate on this event.

V¢ Vadsha'nl, 11; SEil, p. 65; Hama ' ayan, 32 (Tammuz 5752 [1992]), 8.

15 Yad sha'ul, 8—g. This ranstation is taken from 5. J. Zimmels, The Echo of the Nazi Holocaust in
Rabbinic Literature (New York, 1977}, 124. M8 Yiad s, 9.

L¥ “The Gaon Rabbi Tehiel Facob Weinberg in the Warsaw Gherto’ (Heb.), Eapardes (Feb.
1997}, 37- :




exterminated in November, 1943). There had been some at-
tempts to save him but they failed; I tried to alert the Swiss ac-
tivists with equal lack of success.

RAV MENACHEM ZIEMBA

<hroughout the many vicissitudes of the Ghetto, Rav

Ziemba's apartment remained a source of light,
warmth, and encouragement. He had to move house
five times — either because of the contraction of the Ghetto or
for his own safety — but always his home was full of people
seeking advice or reassurance. They were not disappointed.
The wisdom and unshakeable trust of generations was distilled
in Rav Menachem’s personality; with his genius, he had little
difficulty in finding the apt phrase suitable for each petitioner
and every occasion. All his sentiments were rooted in Torah
sources and reflected the eternal truths. He combined the ice-
cold logic and clear vision of the Lithuanian lamdan with all the
fire and warmth of Polish Chasidim, fusing the mussar and per-
spective of Rebbe Visrael Salanter with the sharpness of Kotzk
chasidus. The Nazi terror did not
break him; he remained a bea-
con of light amid the buffeting
storm.

Fven during those terrible
months of July-September
1942, when the deportations ac-
celerated to a frenetic pace, he
never ceased his continual To-
rah study nor stopped produc-
ing new Torah insights. Dunng
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our oppressive plight. he drew his strength and inspiration irom
the Torah.

I once discovered a thick bundle of his writings {1 was fa-
miliar with his handwriting). It had a whole section devoted o
the subject of Kiddush fashem (sacrificing one's life for
Hashem) based mainly on the Rambam, though he quoted
other early and later authorities, 10o. Af the beginning it read:

What I formulared with Hashem's help during these
days of wrath. On the day they took away 7y beloved
wife, who devoted her soul to educate our children in
the ways of Torah and Fear of Hashem, thereby allow-
ing them and myself to diligently study the Holy To-

raf....

I remember the Sukkos of 1942. Upder extreme danger,
Rav Menachem broke open the roof of his apartment {© Con-
struct a primitive sukkal. True, it was a tny sukkah, but thou-
sands of people passed throu gh. Onerev Sukkos | received three
esrogim from Switzerland. Naturally, 1 brought them all straight
0 Rav Menachem Ziemba. {Later I sent one +o the workshop of
. Avraham Hendel and the third o R. Berel Gefen at the work-
shop on 64 Niska Street.) Rav Menachem displayed great de-
light with his esrog and he was joined for the tefillos by the two
remaining rebbanim, Rav Shimshon Stockhammer and Rav Dio-
vid Shapira. Immediately. the news spread, hundreds of Chast-
dim and yeshivah bachurim crawled through attics, tunnels, and
cellars to perform the precious mitzvah.

Unfortunately, there were repercussions. ln Rav Men-
achem’s apartment block lived a few officers of the Jewish
police. They were furious at the gathering of illegals and “vile

der” (“wild ones” as they termed all those without German
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numbers or documenis — usually young, religious Jews who
remained underground to observe kashrus and Shabbos with-
out interference). Most of the “masters” of the Jewish police
were antisemitic assimilationists, and they arrested Rav Men-
achem Ziemba, R. Yehudah Leib Orlean, A. G. Friedenson, and
N. Warsabiak, among others, and locked them up in the Jewish
prison. They were released only after A G. Ackerman ap-
proached the Judenrat president personally. (Naturally, this in-
cident inflamed the hatred for the Jewish Police prevailing in
the Ghetto.} As a punishment, Rav Ziemba had to leave his
apartment in Muranow Street and move to 37 Nalewki Street.

1 remember an earlier committee meeting for Ezras Torah,
on the eighth day of Chanukah, 1942. Besides Rav Ziemba,
there was R. Stockhammer, R. Shapira, R. Yosef Konigsberg,
Senator Yaakov Trokenheim, R. Y. L. Orlean, Josef Scharanski,
A. G. Friedenson, and Ackerman. Rav Menachem spoke on the
subject of the solitary flask of oil — if something survives with
its purity intact, it can light the whole world. Then the meeting
gotdown to practicalities. Duning the lull in the deportations, at
the beginning of winter, many Jews had arrived in Warsaw from
the nearby towns that had recently become “Judenrein.” These
included many yeshivah bachurim and a few rabbanim. R. Yosef
Kenigsberg with his customary vigor began organizing shiurim
for them. These soon developed into full-fledged yeshivos —
thanks to Rav Leib Landau (formally of Kolbeil) and Rav Arieh
Frumer (formaliy of Kozieglow), both of them previously roshet
yeshivah of Lublin. The Ezras Torah committee was niow Set up
to supply the yeshivos with food and other necessities. Most
Jews responded generously to the appeal to help these yeshivos
_— and not only religious Jews. All Ghetto Jews recognized the
importance of the underground yeshivos. The directors of the
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Joint, Gitterman and Guzik. donat

ed money and Abraham Gef-

ner, director of the Judenrat Supply Department, offered food at

cost price.
Obviously Rav Menachem A

emba was the guiding spirif

behind all these projects. Jews hid in “bunkers” and bolt-holes.
i1 cellars and attics, in cold and fear, and learned Torah in depth

and with dedication. He visited

the clandestine yeshivos in

Nalewki, Nowolipie, and Mila Streets — testing the yeshivah

bachurim and spurring them 1o greates achievements. in the

Mila Street Yeshivah, they would 1

earn ght through the night.

Outside panic reigned. no one ftnew what the unnatural julls

signified, everybody feared what t

he morrow would bring. The

gedolei Torah, Rav Menachem Ziemba and his raimidim, ig-
pored this bitter reality to soar to the spiritual heights of Torah

and yiras Hashen.

s

Until April 1943, [ was in constant contact with RavMen-

achem Ziemba, and for a short time he was officially a clerk in

my Records and Archives Gffice. By January 19432, when it was

obvious that the enemy intended
gether with R- Zisha Frisdman a
pleading with the Swiss acivisis

to destroy all Jews — 1. to-
nd Simcha Rapaport, began
to provide South American

passports, We wrote (o R Chaim Visrael Eiss, Rabb1 Dr Saul We-
ingort, and others. (Likewise, from Warsaw and later from Vit-
tel, 1 personally alerted Dr. Abraham Silberstein in Switzerland
on behalf of Dr. Stein and Dt Schipper.) After a long delay, amid

fear and trepidation, those passporis finally began to arrive,

though very slowly.

When Rav Menachem Ziemba received his passport, hie be-

gan to consider his options careful

ly. What, he pondered, woulkd

be the fate of his manuscripts? Resides. was it permissible to

surrender oneself to the enemy

to enter the Pawiak Prisen
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for onward transfer to a camp for “foreigners’? Yet his main
concern remained his precious manuscripts: that his lifetime’s
work not be wasted. I offered to bury them in the courtyard of
the Archives Department (as I had already done for Professor
Balaban’s manuscript “Bibliography of Polish Jewish History}.
Sadly, Rav Menachem Ziemba still hoped and hesitated until it
was too late — until the Uprising erupted and Rav Menachem
fell prey to the German murderers.

As a consequence, we lost one of the preeminent minds of
Polish Jewry. The overwhelming pain still hurts, particularly
when we are aware that it would have been possible to rescue
many individuals. Unfortunately, our fate was too often en-
trusted to ineffectual and irresponsible hands who missed
many openings. Others acted unilaterally and bungled opporta-
nities, so the lives of great men who could have been saved
were squandered.

Even when South American passports Were acquired, our
lives still hung in the balance, as seen from the sad case of Rabbi
Chaim Leibush Berglas (with whom I shared a cell in Pawiak
Prison). He was the son-in-law of Rav Shabsi Rapaport, the fa-
mous Rav of Pinchow. The Rapaport family were saved from de-
portation at the last minute when Rav Rapaport’s nephew,
Rabbi Dr. Saul Weingort, a rosh yeshivah in Montreux, Switzer-
land, sent them Paraguayan passports. /S “foreign citizens”
they were (ransferred 1o Pawiak Prison and —— after several
weeks — onwards to the detention camp for foreigners in Vittel
{in Alsace, France), that consisted of several hotels surrounded
by barbed wire. 5ix thousand prisoners were detained here,
mainly from England, USA, and South America, including 173
Jewish holders of Central and South American passports.

Life for these detainees was relatively painless. Food was
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supplied by the American Red Cross (free from German taapei-
ing), and the Jewish prisoners enj oyed a full religious life with
public prayer and shiurim — one study group completed Tal-
mud and celebrated with a siyum! Also, they were allowed o
communicate with the free world by mail. an opportunity they
atilized to hint at the mass murder of European Jewry. The Ger-
mans were not overly copcerned that most of these Jews might
not have been foreign citizens. They were content to keep up
the pretence in order 1o exchange them for thousands of Ger-
man citizens imprisoned i South America as spies, agents. and
Nazi propagandists.

After eighteen months’ negotiation, it sranspired that the
South American goVeInmenis would not recognize these pass-
ports, and the Red Cross hastened to inform the German foreign
office. All Polish Jewish “foreign” passport holders were
rounded up and imprisoned in one Virte]l hotel where they were
given one month to contact relatives abroad. Desperate pleas to
save them and their families were dispatched around the world
and eventually, after much offort and lobbying by prominent
personages, the US State Department agreed to prassure the
Sonth American governments ic reconsider. By the time recog-
nition finally came through, it was already too late. These Jews
were deported immediately after Pesach 1644 o Drancy Con-
centration Camp near Paris and on Shavuos 1o Auschwilz.
Rabbi Chaim Leibush Berglas, a rilliant speaker and a right-
hand disciple of Rav Meir Shapira, was murdered at the age of

twenty-nine together with the Rapaport family.
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cattle are smuggied in per Uip. and the payment for each ip i
seven hundred ziotys. The smuggiing is carfied out as follows: a
wooden wall 18 construcied between toe diiver's seat and the year
part of the electricity tnack, Thus creating an entirely separaie and
enclosed compartment. The slaughtered meat is placed in tnls
compariment which is sealed off by the wooden wall. The wall and
ihe floor are covered with all sorts of clecirical instruments. The
sruck is thus able to pass by the guards witn no difficulty at alk.
There were cases wher fhe trucks were halied and searched, bul
nothing was found.

The meat which I8 brought in with the gas company trucks is
placed on the floor and covered with a few tarpauiins. A whole slew
of gas uiensils are piled on WOp of the tarpatiins. And that is how
the Tiually slaughtered meat is smuggled .

in the trucks of the medical Tescue service, the smuggled meal is
placed underneath the benches. i the trucks of the sanitation
service, there is a terpaulin on the floor, on which the mezt is
placed, covered with vet another tarpauliny, and ihe sand is poured
on top of ail of this. The vehicle eniers the ghetto 28 a sandiruck.
The truck travels in the evening o the designated spot in the
ghetto, where it is awaited and unloaded. Tite meat is imunediately
disiributed to various piaces.

Although all this s weli organized and financed, certain faiiures
do occur. Thus, for instance, ONe clectricity truck, in which there
were a total of three slaughtered cattie, drove off with iis meal
instead of delivering it 1o the indicated sddress in the ghetio. The
driver and his assistants took ine meat for themselves. The
putchers have no way of retaliating, but hey make a note of the
event in their ninds.

after Tisha Bav 1941, Qerman miiary policemen appeared in
e cotiage where the shochet Zilberberd was working. e and 2

few of his assistanis wers arrested and aken off to prison, where ﬁ
ihey have been locked up till this very day. All efforts and interces-

sions on thelr pehalf have vielded no resulis.

s

Pious Jews ;
Hosher Meat

i the Problem of

The truly pious Jews were, n ‘
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saw by thirteen-year-old girle
le it inio the ghetto.
certificates of

Meat from Otwock is brought to Wa
who look like shikses. They proceed to simugg
These young smugglers cairy with them the
kashruth signed by the shochiim

The Warsaw buichers considered the Otwock slaughter ic be
serious competition, and began o make efforts to smuggle live
cattle into the ghetio, which would be sleughtered by local shoch-
fim. The procedure which they have adopted is as follows: A few
times per week a number of live catle are smuggled in during the
late night hours and are slaughicred by Warsaw shochtirn. The
meat which is slaughtered in this fashion is purchased exclusively
by nicus Jews,

A shochef from the town of Prusz
an exile in Warsaw along with the other J

relates the following:
We were deeply saddened when the placards snnouncing the ban

on Jewish slaughter appeared. The eniire Jewish meat business
stopped immediately. But the community realized that lying down
to die of hunger was no solution. iHegal slaughier was thersfore
begun. Meal was staughtered in basements at night by candle-
light. People stood in long lines in the buichers’ homes to buy a
piece of kosher meat. This, in spiie of the fact that ritual slaughter
endangered one’s life.

Once, when [ was in the middle of a ritual slaughter, we were
informed that military policemen had entered the courtyard. We
rushed to the corners of the pasement, covered ourselves wilh
straw and hay, until we were totally undetectable. After ying in the
hasement for several hotrs, we learned that the danger had

passed.
Cur moeod improved whea

wow, near Warsaw, who i8 Now
ews drtven out of the town,

we established coniact with the Polish
police. For a fal weelkly payment, they not only refrained from
informing on us, bui aiso became our protectors. The police
commissioner became a reguiar guest int the shoche!’s home. fle
would eat and drink there, as well as nick up his weekly fee.

commissioner would carry the slaughtering knife to the place of

ritual slaughter, and later on reiurn it to the shochet’s home, along
n asked us W

with the latter's piece of meat. I fach, the police eve
slaughter more meat, in order for them to earn more.

Later on, we established contact with the German military police.
As soon as they “tasted” the first Jewish penny, they became even

=1
H

e
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where a large volume of the slaughter was performed. And thet s
what is done till this very day.

Death Penaliy for Ritual Slaughter

In the beginning of July 1941, in the town of Qeg!ow,diiiif
Minskmazowiecki region, two Jewish buichers—a father and son
were caught slaughtering a calf, o p
A%E{A;eh?aé%ler Shﬁ;s;non Vishoveky, was forty-nine yeaﬁsggéi, Zﬁ;s :22
i : Fhes first beaten up pretty badly ay
was nineteen years old. They were and
ison. They stood before a sp
then led off to the Mokotow prison v St - 8 shec!
i i ] 11, 1843, The father was se &
tribunal in Warsaw on July 11, e
< rd labor. The son, Mekhemia,
death and three yvears of har ‘ : ek 15, was aise
i i did not shoot him, beca
tenced to death. But they I 4 : e
fgimmitﬂ;ed suicide in prison before the execution by hanging

himaself.

A Vol Gerer Bebhbe, Avrchom Mordechai Alter

The Gerer Rebbe, Avichom Mordechai Alter—son of the author of
Sefas Emes, Rabhi Leyb] Alier, and grandson of the authoy of ¢ i
well-known works Chidushe Ha-Rim anc Shaylos (-Tshuvog =
Rim, Rabbi Yitskihoi Meyer Alter—was horn in Germany in 1886,
Avrohom Mordecha; became the Gerer Rebbe afer the derpise of
his father in 1505,

The Gerer Rebbe is the leader of 2 large tormmunity of Hasidim in
Poland. Ger is one of the largest Hasidic Sroups. There are cug-
rently also Gerer shtibiein and Gerer Hasidim in ihe Land of lsras]
and America. Thousands of Hasidim flocked io Qer (Gora Zalwaria)
for the holidays, which are celebrated by the Rebhe in the wag)-
tional Hasidic fashion, A large number of Hasidim also assemble
on regular Sabbaths,

The Gerer Rebbe had a negative atlitude towarg the building of
Eretz lsracl, as dig the majority of Masidic rabbis in Poland, Ir the
Gerer Rebbe would have decreed to his ﬁasidim——among whiom
there are thousands of rich indusiriziisis and property-owners—io
settle in the land of Isragl, just as he onee decreed that the iime of
the morning prayers be changed o 7:30, then the Jewish settie-
ment in the Holy Land and the Jewish Sommunity in Poland wouid
have both been very different today. Bus ihe Gerer Rebbe did not
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. were sunk. This had led to all manner of imaginary creations, One

refugee from 1,0dz is already making 2rTAngements for the rerurn
wrip. And so the terrible oppression which grows sizonger from
day to day is not making an Impression. TWe have become, i QUr
eyes, redeemed_potentiaﬂys at least, if notin actnality. ¥What is am
sxpulsion if it is only temporary? What does hunger mean when
sariety is close at hand? But i our gzastica}é Lives there arc only

ironbles upon troubles.

‘ April 3, 1945
Like the Egyptan Passover, the Fassover ‘of Germany will be
celebrated for gemerations. The chaotic oppression of every day
throughout this year of suffering will be refecred in the days of
¢he coming holiday. Last year ¢he Joint’s project was functioning
fall force. it was not conducted properiy and meny people criti-
cized it, but in the last analysis it fed the hungry and brought the
holiday into every Jewish home. Ti7e lacked for nothing then.
This year everything is changed for the worse, and we are all
faoed with g Passover of hunger and poverty, without even the
bread of poverty. Tirst of all, the Joint has divested imself of all
aciivity in connecton with the holiday. Tn effect it has disap-
eared from the commuital stage, and its voice is no longer heard.
Self-Aid support is also 2 matter of leaning on 2 shattered reed; and
che new raxes did not help o ease ivs burdens. We thought they
would quiet our fears about the support of the soup Iirchens, but
we were wrong. ¥We Jews sre not afraid of a Jewish government.
tamy evade payment of vhe tax, and mo threat af i&"ﬂrﬁshment
does any good with the isers. 16 the Jews of Warsaw who ate
able to pay had obeyed Cuerniskow’s decree and turned over the
rax of two zloty apiece each month wilingly, the problem of feed-
ing the hungry would pot be so serious. The courtyard commttess
who were charged with +he assessments had to Aght the rmiserable
creatures for every pemny. A strong, healthy father of a family of
five, who spends 30 zloty a day for the needs of his household and
whose home is filed with good things, was ready to put out the
eyes of the chairman of the courtyard committee because he would
not give him a reduction on his assessment of two zloty per persom.
“A. poor man like me pay ten zloty 2 month? God in heaven!”
And so there were arguments and gquarrels in every cowrtyard.
The members of the courtyard committees are the scapegosais.
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Lodz any more, It is still possible to request help from relatives in
Warsaw by means of a printed form signed by the president of the
Judenrat, Evidently a meager remnant stll exists there and awails
its verdict. )

in Lwow the expulsion was conducted slowly but steadily. It had
no ghetto, for they did not deem it feasible to create one for just &
short peried. Before me is a Jetter which tells that every day 1,100
Jews are evacuated from Lwow. ¥s famous synagogue has been
destroyed by fire. In a matter of weels that will be the end of
Lwow, a city which Jong had flourished as 2 great center of learn-
ing and education for the Jews of Galicia.

March 31, 1942
Ewve of 14th Wissen, Tashab

The author of the Reproof Section of the Bible cursed the discbe-
dient with the classic curse: “In the morning shall you say: would
that it were evening!” We, the accursed children of the Warsaw
ghetto, say on this eve of Passover in the year Tashab (5702):
“VWould that it were as n previous years!” WWe have come to see
how right our sages were when they taught us “to bless the evil 28
one blesses the good,” because nothing bad occurs that might not
have been worse. We are now arrived a: our third “German Fass-
over,” and we think back longingly to the previcus two.

The Tazis continue to chop up and tighten the ghetto into 2
more and more senseless maze. Their most receni seizure was the
square in front of the Tlomaclde Street Synagogue and the Iiain
Library for the Study of Judaism. This latest cut was 2 blow to our
Self-Aid, which was left without z roof over its head. The splendid
Main Library which had housed it and which was the center of all
its charity work is now in unclean [Nazi hands.

April 1, 1042

First Sedey Night

We have had two historic Pesah fesdvals: The Fgypran Pesah

and the Jerusalem Pesah; now a third has been added, never to be
forgotten——the German Besah.

Hunger rules the ghetto, Anyone whe says that living human
beings walk the gheito streets is mistaken; they are all skeletons!

3068

Ezge:epét for the very few who can afford to enjoy life even in these
evil days, most of us have becoms unrgcognizable o our friends.
About 6o percent of the ghetro suffers from hunger in the liveral
sense of the word. About 30 percent are half-starved and what they
do eat is harmful to the body. The resc ezt and drink and enjoy
chemselves “for tomorrow we may die.” This is crue the year round
and on Passover all the more so!

This year's German Pessh is only = worsening of the two thar
preceded it. On Passover pious Jews and even lukewarm cbservers
ia I?;Ot to*:z'ch besineiz*® obeying fche pm?zibiti@n which demands that

2 Jew die rather than commit the sin of eating Jbameiz” The
Judenrai, which holds our fate in irs hands, was sxtremely generous
o us this year, giving us a quarter lile of mawzoth per person for
the Wh?iﬁ week, Last year they gave us nothing, But last year the
price of matzeth was 15 zloty & kilo, while this year it is 37 w0 40
zloty = kilo, depending on the kind of flour used. The Judenrar
fulfilled its “sacred dury” and behaved properly. Tating matzoth is
;@;ﬂpuh@;yf onty on the first night of Pesah; on the ren?aiming days
i is a privilege. Well, then, here you ave, Jews, here is a quarter
dilo of matzoth ro fulill your Pesah dury and lesve us in peace.
And for the remainder of the Passover week? Substitute potacoss!
But a kile of potatoes costs 614 zloty; whe can afford it? But there is
another alternative--go hungry!

In normal times Jewish Warsaw on the eve of Passover would be
astiv with cheerful anticipation. Even the Jewish pauper managed
to fulfill not only the precept of drinking four cups of wine but also
that of “rejoicing on your festivals” by sating and drinking his 4ll.
This year we can only sware longingly 2t the shop windows filled
with displays of matzoth. Five kilos of matzoth, a two-day supply
ferg medium-sized family, costs zco zloty today. Whe camléay
such prices? Mo one bought them. On the ovher hand, large
amounts of bread were prepared for the first days of the holiday.
Everyone bought it secretly. 4 grocer would hand a loaf to 2 cus-
vomer discreetly, adding in & whisper: “On bol-bamoed™ voull be
able to get more bread if you need ir. Don't be shy!” A word to the
wise was sufficient. . . .

The war and all its horrible consequences have forced even the

19§ eavened bread.
1 The mrermedisre days of the feast of Passover.
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most devout Jews to disobey the Torzh. The matcer of survival
slone is what determines their ability to fulfill is injunciions.

T know 4 certain Zionist, ¢ tafmaed Babem® to whom the national
holidays were always z source of Joy. This year he secretly pro-
vided himself with three loaves of coarse black bread for the first
days of Pesah. His wife js more strictly observant; she is religious
rather than nadonalist in her views. Eating bamzeiz on Pesah was
incongceivable to her. All through the Pesach weel, therefore, the
two never once ate together; the fashand ate bis bread at one table
while ar another the wife ate mot matzoth, hesven forbid, bus
ordinary Passover food, prepared in special utensils, This happened
in a rmiddle-class home. Poor families remained united—hushand
and wife sat at one rable and hungered rogether. . . .

And what of the thousands of refugees who had been driven
from their homes in other towns on the eve of the holiday—did our
Self-Aid fulfill its ducy roward them?

That, toc, is worthwhile recording for posterity. . ..

April 3, 1942
End of Second Day of Pesab

Our Self-Aid has taken the Judenrss into parmership. There is a
saying: “When you need 2 thief, you wake him off the scaffold.” The
role of the Self-Aid differs from that of the Judenrar. The function
of the former is propaganda, fund-raising, molding of public opifn-
ion, thus making its powers limited and frequently ineffectual. The
Judenrat, on the other hand, is a sort of official body. It is suthor-
ized to mete out administrative punishment to those who disobey
its orders. Tt does not request, it commands. Ifs messengers (the
Jewish police) are its Jaw enforcers. Une submiss to the Judenvet's
commands out of fear whereas the Self-Aid’s appesls can be ig-
nored or answered, Since last year the Self-Aid’s funds have
reached a2 crotcal low. The whole structare began to totwer. As
the crisis despened, people began to cut down on their donztions
and Self-Aid joined forces with the Jeudenvar in order to intdmidate
the reluctant donors. The Judenrst agreed to participate hut it

seems to have lent the force of its name only.
Be that as it may, the maneuver is suceeeding, Dozens of officials
1z Scholar,
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:;z; bsgg eijiii ::he winter m@}zzhs with the Winrer Campaign
receive somerhi 16 ‘imsmn;at 2 ahe;’s of the Self-Aid who did nor
contribution _?ga ﬁ:ﬁé zzg usjmcmat {%@39: who wasn't bullied into 2
bronghe in ’b Lhe j{‘c succseded and the Winter Campaign
ghe 1t about half 2 million zloty. The offices of the Seli-Aid
;fie aiws:iys tull of donors and Jfﬁcipiﬁn‘i& givers and takers colﬂ

ctors and payers, gene d desoenre - S e
ing on businessthar aever stopped. TS and seniry-

: Aprif §, 19432

A 5 . e : 7
Pe; _Stensaﬂ:l?n;; development ok place this week, Under the zu
Vision o azi guards, 2.8 orish cid ¢ Ger ere
- g , 2,800 Jewish citdzens of (3
Pesion of a: . ] C s of Gemmany were
3 e outsiirts of rhe ghetto, Theai i |
¢ £ ot ‘ 3. lhewr reception as jewish
delive of the g : P 5 jewish
o Eef:s from Germany is what made the event so remarkable
»—;h D f‘:iare dsaymg that the Gestapo and the Peles weleomed them a‘:
the ralroad staton with food and T 1 deported
: and flowers. They had been d
B ‘ . They cen deported
‘QPO; i{!hmmn cars tarzd appe;red prosperous and elegantiy dressed
D arnival In brief, aristocratic exi [ .
aoc exiles, Tt is alsg r
oo thew artiy ;. . It 15 also reported
2715 had not classified th :
em as members of an infer
race and they were the 1 in ; g
2 refore serded in the Ar [
; : : : ' 2 the Aryan gquarter. It appears
tﬁ%ﬁ: thethxﬂ build a ghetto within a ghetto for them PP
ut r le? T i ! v
Jems ;rf;a o an:, Ehese people? In racis] terminology they are half-
ws. Wlany of them were born ingo ¢ hristian a1
1 . to the Christian faith, their par-
- § ) ; : 0 Tao, thelr par-
drts Oi gra;ndyarmts faving converted years ago. Mm; WEre Ehﬂ
- o £ .t : L ]
Othn of mixed marriages. Some of the wives are pure {Gsf’mﬂaﬂ in
Er . R 7 : ) by s, "Fe AL ds b:
oo dﬁfgds, n pracuce they are Chrisdens in every way, fulle
. g}e ermans, who before 1933 occupied important pasi;i;ﬁc im
he professions. What is iromic, i that they despise the Jews as
R - ] i L. W >
?;Uﬁ dashahb ‘zermans do, If their birth certificares had :;m be
aved | hpr wrola Tomi o3 e
"rh?;i; T ?brln) they would be mors Mazi than the Mazi rhemselves
thnd problem was that anyone izinved with Jewish blood wote the
i generation is I@{bﬁddem o live among the Mazls, Mazi law
ernngs such people as “helf-Jewish.”
In vimes of |
I t peace they served z unseful pur ; j it
G Cmes of P -t ¥ served & useiul purpose in anc-Semitic
S y and were ieft unmolested, Mow, with the rormoil inside
€ id i nid: o
s rz:gny} it would not do to Jeave half-Jews in che midse of the war
LUTE 1 il Bight ev .
o 1ﬁ erman p@guianﬁnz They are sgli Tews and might even rouss
; (erman P?hhc £ acts of violence, If thev come of Jewish stock
they are capable of any act of tresson. -
G phe 1A ¢ ; :
Bur the o 3ren of these evacuess, the thurd Chrisvian-German
P v A
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mi-Shnot ha-Zaam, “New Torah Insights from the Years of Wrarh.™ They
were occasioned by a specific historical circumstance, and emerge from
a deeply tragic period of time, but their primary purpose was not to
describe or document the period in question. Primacy is given to the
Torah, not the shifting events of the ourside world. The external reali-
ties provided the context for the discourses, but the internal dynamic
was rooted in the author’s own creative engagement with the Torah. Rabbi
Shapira’s devetion to this ideal of communion with Torzah, and his deci-
sion not to focus on particular evenis—indeed, o disregard them entirely
2t times—emerge as an act of willful defiance. The derashot illustrate by
their choice of a universe of discourse the very independence of spirit
that Rabbi Shapira wished to engender in others. In its own way, Esh
Kodesh is in the best tradition of Jewish spiritual resistance. Its spiritual
center of gravity is not to be found in the unspeakable horror of the
Warsaw Ghetto, but in the lofty heights of the Sinaitic tradition.”

Teaching as Defiance: Moncontextual Devashot

One indication that Rabbi Shapira’s intent in his preaching and writ-
ing was to transcend the horrific circumstance by means of creative
engagement with Torah is the remarkable fact that a number of the homi-
lies have nothing overtly o do with the events of the day.® These derashot
give no hint of the context of their composition; they make no mention
at all of suffering or persecution, and do not appear to be a response (o
circumstances. An example of this is the derashah for Parashat Va-Yakhel
(Exodus 35:1-38:20), delivered on March 2, 1940 (Esh Kodesh, p. 24).
The derashak explores the paralle! berween the Sabbath and the Hebrew
language: in both cases, Rabbi Shapira explains, their sanctity is intrin-
sic and essential. This perspective, based on early kabbalistic sources,
suggests for Rabbi Shapira an understanding of gematria, the derivation
of hidden meanings in the numerical values of Hebrew letters and words.
No hint of the misery of daily life in the Ghetto is discernable anywhere
in this derashah.

It might be argued that since the enemy was attempting to destroy
the sanctity of the Sabbath, a derashah on this theme was certainly timely
and appropriate. Furthermore, the remarks on the intrinsic sanctity of
the Hebrew language (in conurast to the conventional nature of other
languages) may have been a tacit response to the enemy’s appropriation
and corruption of the German language for purposes of hatred and pro-
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paganda.” Indeed, this suggeston is supported by the observation that
several other such nencontextual derashet have as their theme the
sacredness and power of language and naming® The tacit message of
these dergshoi may be that the words of Torah and the discourse of divine
holiness and human dignity will uldmately winmph over the language
of hatred and desouction. In Esh Kodesh, Rabbi Shapira suggests that
the word is the best and most potent weapon. That having been said,
one is stll amazed by the swength of the spiritual deflance reflected in
derashot with o overt mention of the enmity and misery that framed
their composition.

Interpretive Approach

In typical midrashic siyle, Rabbi Shapira usually introduces his
theme by pointing out an anomaly in sacred text, the textual feature is
eventually shown 10 be a projection on the textual surface of 2 novel idea
or concept. Often the original textual problem is left aside momentarily
while a new text, with its own anomalies, is iniroduced. When this is
done several times in succession, the parttern that emerges is a nested
sequence, built around a generative idea at the center. Once this ceniral
ideais introduced, the process is reversed, and the outer texis are resolved
in reverse order. This grounds the ides in the sacred text, making the
idea emerge from the text in a comnpelling way.

Rabbi Shapira’s basic interpretive principle is 1o look for the remez,
the “hint” in the biblical text that poinis 10 the contémporary situation.
There is a reciprocal relation between the biblical or talmudic text and the
circumsiance of the day: the text hints at 2 framework for undersianding
our own reality; it guides us by suggesting 2 meaning for incomprehen-
sible evenis, as well as the means for overcoming them. On: the other hand,
itis the human situation that prowmpis the search for new meaning in the
text, and provides avenues of approach for its elucidation.® Thus, the events
of the Gherto, with all their horror and pain, are bestowed with signifi-
cance by being placed in the service of the highest form of religious activ-
ity: the creative uncovering of new understandings of sacred texs. Leav-
ing aside, momentarily, the content and substance of the teachings, it is
just this fact that serves to console, w0 give strength, and to confirm dig-
nity in the face of the overwhelming press of dehumanizing events: that
one’s experiences assist in elucidating a fresh aspect of the Torah's wuth
that would have remained occluded under less extreme circumsiances.






