


9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your 
rights does not become a stumbling block to 
the weak.

I  CORINTHIANS 8:9



We have more liberties 
than love will allow.



LIBERT Y:

Understanding the issue...



10 For if someone with a weak conscience sees 
you, with all your knowledge, eating in an idol’s 
temple, won’t that person be emboldened to 
eat what is sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak 
brother or sister, for whom Christ died, is 
destroyed by your knowledge.

I CORINTHIANS 8:10 -11



12 When you sin against them in this way and 
wound their weak conscience, you sin against 
Christ. 13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my 
brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat 
meat again, so that I will not cause them to fall.

I  CORINTHIANS 8:12-13



Jesus personalizes the 
wounding of other believers



12 When you sin against them in this way 
and wound their weak conscience, you sin 
against Christ.
I  COR 8:12

Jesus personalizes the 
wounding of other believers



This is more than offending 
someone’s feelings



13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother 
or sister to fall into sin...
I  COR 8:13

This is more than offending 
someone’s feelings



Our choices do 
influence others



13 ...I will never eat meat again, so that I will 
not cause them to fall.
I  COR 8:13

Our choices do 
influence others



LOVE:

Living with constraints...



We give up our rights



3 This is my defense to those who sit in 
judgment on me. 4 Don’t we have the right to 
food and drink? 5 Don’t we have the right to take 
a believing wife along with us, as do the other 
apostles and the Lord’s brothers and Cephas?
I COR 9:3-5

We give up our rights



6 Or is it only I and Barnabas who lack the right 
to not work for a living? . . . 12 If others have this 
right of support from you, shouldn’t we have it 
all the more? But we did not use this right. On 
the contrary, we put up with anything rather 
than hinder the gospel of Christ.
I  COR 9:6,12

We give up our rights



We elevate our mission



19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have 
made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many 
as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, 
to win the Jews. To those under the law I became 
like one under the law (though I myself am not 
under the law), so as to win those under the law.
I COR 9:19 -23

We elevate our mission



21 To those not having the law I became like one 
not having the law (though I am not free from 
God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to 
win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I 
became weak, to win the weak.
I  COR 9:19 -23

We elevate our mission



I have become all things to all people so that by 
all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all 
this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share 
in its blessings.
I  COR 9:19 -23

We elevate our mission



31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not cause 
anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or 
the church of God— 33 even as I try to please 
everyone in every way. For I am not seeking my 
own good but the good of many, so that they 
may be saved.

I  CORINTHIANS 10:31 -33




