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Defying the Odds

I SAMUEL 14



I SAMUEL 14:6

6 Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go
over to the outpost of those uncircumcised men. Perhaps
the Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the
Lord from saving, whether by many or by few.”



“Saul’s time has come. He has been anointed to be Israel’s
first monarch. Every leadership story in the Bible appears to
be a summons, and this is his....But in this defining moment,
Saul is nowhere to be found. In the face of an overwhelming

task, he hides. Fearful. Unnerved. His response will cast a

shadow on his kingship.”

John Johnson
A PASTOR’S 12 DEFINING MOMENTS



Don’t let uncertainty stop you...



I SAMUEL 14:6

6 Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can
hinder the Lord from saving, whether by many or by few.”




What Jonathan did not do...



What Jonathan did not do...

The despairing thing



What Jonathan did not do...

The despairing thing

The 1nsecure thing



What Jonathan did not do...

The despairing thing
The insecure thing

The victim thing



What Jonathan knew for sure...



What Jonathan knew for sure...

God’s not impressed with large numbers.



What Jonathan knew for sure...

God’s not impressed with large numbers.

God’s not limited by scarce resources.



What Jonathan knew for sure...

God’s not impressed with large numbers.

God’s not limited by scarce resources.

God’s not weakened by our weakness.



Refuse to live safely...



I SAMUEL 14:8-10

8 Jonathan said, “Come on, then; we will cross over toward
them and let them see us. 9 If they say to us, ‘Wait there
until we come to you,’ we will stay where we are and not go
up to them. 10 But if they say, ‘Come up to us,” we will climb
up, because that will be our sign that the Lord has given

them into our hands.”



Motto of the French Foreign Legion:

[f I falter, push me on.
If I stumble, pick me up.

If I retreat, shoot me.



Defy fear with steps of faith...



I SAMUEL 14:13-14

13 Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and feet, with his
armor-bearer right behind him. The Philistines fell before
Jonathan, and his armor-bearer followed and killed behind
him. 14 In that first attack Jonathan and his armor-bearer

killed some twenty men in an area of about half an acre.



I SAMUEL 14:15

13 Then panic struck the whole army—those in the camp
and field, and those in the outposts and raiding parties—

and the ground shook. It was a panic sent by God.



Never forget that we overcome
because Jesus overcame!



MATTHEW 27:50-52

%0 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he
gave up his spirit. 21 At that moment the curtain of the
temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook,
the rocks split°2 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of

many holy people who had died were raised to life.
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