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Selected emails from our listeners

Comments on the Show

Many thanks for a very well presented and much needed reminder for myself and perhaps
others who need chizuk in making sure we are mekadesh Hashem during our lifetime. Since the shiur
was so pertinent to me, | spent some time reviewing the Halachos of Chillel Hashem documented in the
Encyclopedia Talmudis. | found everything mentioned in the Headlines shiur and in shiurim | heard from
Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein clearly listed in the Halacha encyclopedia and everything was clearly supported
by Gemaras and Shulchan Aruch.

I would just like to add some of the Halachos | heard from Rav Yitzchok Ziblerstein which are
available for easy download from Kolhalshon.com:

“A person who lies to an Arab and as a result the Arab calls Jews “liars” has created a Chillel
Hashem. )

“A person who takes charity from an Akum creates a Chillel Hashem and also gives zchusim (for
meritorious deeds) to the Akum which delays the geula.

Someone who causes the Issur of Chillel Hashem is worse than someone who is an idol
worshipper.”

The point mentioned in the program that there are some “Rabbis” who are overly lenient in
Choshen Mishpat and in permitting a possible Chillel Hashem was well taken. The following are some
personal examples that clearly support this.

A fellow mispallel asked my Rov if he had to report all his earned income when he applied for
Food Stamps. My Rov said he should ask Rav Pam. He did not ask Rav Pam but instead asked a local
Rov. He was told that it is permitted and that it is a mitzvah to report a lower income so that he could
get the Food stamps. My Rov told him again to ask Rav Pam. He finally asked Rav Pam and was told it
was gezel if he did this.

A client of mine, asked Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, the Satmar Rov, if it was permitted for him to hire
his wife, fire her and then have her collect unemployment so that he could pay his bills. The Satmar Rov
told him if he would rob the bank in Albany it would be the same thing and that he should not do it. (He
listened and is now very wealthy.)

Ran Shlomo Braun, the author of na%namaixn- pnww  said, DwTIALIVMIRPOIONTAY (There
are many Poskim, but unfortunately very few are knowledgeable in Halacha.)

Ran Braun also said, “Due to our many sins, we currently are : Machmir by minhagim and are
lenient when it comes to Torah Prohibitions. In his sefer b- 122n'0 he states that someaone who
purchases an estrog and the government taxes were not paid has an estrog of gezel and may not fulfill
his obligation. He cites the gemara Sucaah 30.b and also the Magen Avaraham 637 siman 3 which states
that if you steal from a goy you have not met the requirement of na% which is required for the mitvah.



Rav Hershel Schecter was asked why he and Rav Mordechai Gifter were so strict when it came to
answering questions regarding Choshen Mishpat. He responded that it just happens that Rav Gifter

happens to know Choshen Mishpat well, and that the people who were lenient were just not
knowledgeable in Choshen Mishpat.

I received an unsigned check from a client. | asked Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein if | was allowed to
sign the client’s name on the check. He sent me a written response and stated, “One must

distance himself from signing any false statement. “ He sent me co pies of two teshuvas which
are attached.

Raphael Z. Grossman
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