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Rabbi Soloveichik
Fate and Destiny (p2)

Judaism has always distinguished between an existence of fate and an existence of destiny. What is
the nature of the existence of fate? It is an existence of compulsion, an existence of the type
described by the Mishnah, “Against your will do you live out your life (Avot 4:29), a pure factual
existence, one link in a mechanical chain, devoid of meaning, direction, purpose, but subject to the
forces of the environment unto which the individual has been cast by providence, without prior

IlIII

consultation. The “1” of fate has the image of an object. As an object, he appears as made and not as
maker... ... What is the nature of the existence of destiny? It is an active mode of existence, one
wherein man confronts the environment into which he was thrown, possessed of an understanding
of his uniqueness, of his special worth of his freedom, and of his ability to struggle with his external
circumstances without forfeiting either his independence or his selfhood. The motto of the “I” of
destiny is, “Against your will you are born and against your will you die, but you live of your own free
will.” Man is born like an object, dies like an object, but possesses the ability to live like a subject,
like a creator, an innovator, who can impress his own individual seal upon his life and can extricate

himself from a mechanical type of existence and enter into a creative, active mode of being.
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