


God Hears 
Our Prayers

Luke 1:5–25



What do you do when 
life does not turn out 
as you expected?











5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was 
a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to 
the priestly division of Abijah; his wife 
Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.

LUKE 1:5–7



6 Both of them were righteous in the sight of 
God, observing all the Lord’s commands and 
decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were childless 
because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, 
and they were both very old.

LUKE 1:5–7



What God does…



• God answers our prayers in His timing 

 

What God does…



11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
standing at the right side of the altar of 
incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was 
startled and was gripped with fear.

LUKE 1:11–13



LUKE 1:11–13

13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are 
to call him John.



What God does…

• God answers our prayers in His timing 

• When we wait patiently on the Lord, He often 
  gives us more than we imagined possible



Do you trust God’s timing 

even when it’s not your timing?



What do you do when 
life does not turn out 
as you expected?



What Zechariah does…



What Zechariah does…

• Zechariah asks questions 



18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be 
sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is 
well along in years.”

LUKE 1:18



You can ask God questions



What Zechariah does…

• Zechariah asks questions 

• Zechariah keeps walking with God



How can you keep walking 

with God even if you haven’t 

received your answer?



19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand 
in the presence of God, and I have been sent to 
speak to you and to tell you this good news.
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20 And now you will be silent and not able to 
speak until the day this happens, because you 
did not believe my words, which will come 
true at their appointed time.”

LUKE 1:19–20



What do you do when 
life does not turn out 
as you expected?



What Elizabeth does…



What Elizabeth does…

• Elizabeth does not blame God 



23 When his time of service was completed, he 
returned home. 24 After this his wife Elizabeth 
became pregnant and for five months 
remained in seclusion.

LUKE 1:23–25



25 “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. 
“In these days he has shown his favor and 
taken away my disgrace among the people.”

LUKE 1:23–25



Sometimes a roadblock 

is not a dead end, 

but a fresh turn in the road



Do you need to stop 

blaming God for something?



What Elizabeth does…

• Elizabeth does not blame God 

• Elizabeth gives the credit to God



25 “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. 
“In these days he has shown his favor and 
taken away my disgrace among the people.”

LUKE 1:25



Do you need to give God 

the credit for something?



What do you do when 
life does not turn out 
as you expected?



DO NOT BE AFRAID: 

God hears our prayers



‣ Trust God’s timing, even when it’s 
   not your timing 

  
   



‣ Trust God’s timing, even when it’s 
   not your timing 

‣ Keep walking with God even if you 
   haven’t received your answer 



‣ Trust God’s timing, even when it’s 
   not your timing 

‣ Keep walking with God even if you 
   haven’t received your answer 

‣ Give God the credit, not the blame




