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John 20:1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So
she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved,
and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know
where they have put him!” So Peter and the other disciple started for the
tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did
not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the
tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been
wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate
from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also
went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from



Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went back
to where they were staying. Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white,
seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the
foot. They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they
have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but
she did not realize that it was Jesus. He asked her, “Woman, why are you
crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said,
“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will
get him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). Jesus said, “Do not hold on to
me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and
tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.’” Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the
Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.



“Easter has never been my favorite church service. Shouting ‘Alleluia, Christ is
risen!’ requires an emotional crescendo my melancholy temperament can’t
easily manage.”

- Esau McCaulley

“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark…”

Why are you crying?

“Despair is the death of our sense of surprise, the belief that nothing new can
happen to us. We despair at the precise moment when, consciously or
unconsciously, we say in resignation: ‘That is the way I am, that is the way
things have always been for me, and that is the way it will always be. For me,



it’s too late!’ Once this has been said, we are in a tomb. Much of us is dead,
and more of us is still dying.”

- Ronald Rolheiser

“Cheerfulness is an achievement, and hope is something to celebrate. If
optimism is important, it’s because many outcomes are determined by how
much of it we bring to the task. It is an important ingredient of success. This
flies in the face of the elite view that talent is the primary requirement of a
good life, but in many cases the difference between success and failure is
determined by nothing more than our sense of what is possible…”

- Alain de Botton

“Jesus' resurrection is therefore God's promise of new creation for the whole
of the godforsaken reality which the crucified Jesus represents. It is therefore
an event of dialectical promise: it opens up a qualitatively new future, which
negates all the negatives of present experience. It opens up a future which is
not simply drawn out of the immanent possibilities of present reality, but
radically contradicts present reality. It promises life for the dead, righteousness
for the unrighteous, freedom for those in bondage.”

- Richard Bauckham


