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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Hi,
| enjoy your show, thank you.

| think the Nusach of the Bracha is the key to the answer: Le-Hakhniso le-Verito Shel
Avraham Avinu, we are welcoming the baby- and standing is a Kiyum of welcoming
someone (or "bringing into the fold"). This is different than other instances of standing in

Halachah- like out of Kavod for an older person.

Moreover, it is the bris of Avraham Avinu- renowned for Hachnasas Orchim which was
part and parcel of his spread of monotheism- and there too that requires standing up

and greeting the stranger and welcoming them to your tent.
Gmar chasima Tova,
Daniel Poliak

Comments on the Show
"N'Y TIT2Y TIDDY

| liked your chap about checking how many times Ahavas Yisroel is mentioned in

certain Seforim.

You seem to be happy that you have finally gotten to the bottom of the difference in

Hashkafa between Chabad and other Kehilos Kedoshos.

Although largely | believe you are correct, there is a very important point that must be
clarified. Namely, it is not that Chabad emphasizes AY over Torah and others
emphasize the reverse. The Rebbe spoke about the importance of learning much more

than about Hafotzo!

Since you like data, | looked up a Sefer put together by a leading Chabad scholar,
Rabbi Zeligson, which is a n1my pin for anything the Rebbe spoke about over the



years. There are 2 pages of n"n for AY and over 30 pages (!!') For when the Rebbe

spoke about Torah and Limud Torah!

For the Rebbe, and in Chabad going back to the x'ann 2va, Torah learning was just as

important as for the Litvishe Oilom.

The difference is only regarding Ahavas Yisroel itself, that in Chabad (based on
Mekoros in Chazal) we understand the importance and depth of AY more than others.

To keep it simple, if there was a child of a Litvishe Rosh yeshiva or a Talmid of his that
went OTD 1"n, and that RY suddenly spent much more time thinking, planning and
acting to get that child back, to the extent that even while he was learning he couldn't

focus as well, until he succeeded to bring that child back.
Would anyone say about that RY that he valued AY more and Torah learning less?!

Would anyone dare question if he was allowed to give up a shiur to work on getting his
child back?! Would there be someone foolish enough to suggest to him that his learning
another blatt Gemora came before saving his child?!

Of course he still needs to learn and can't spend all day only helping, but it wouldn't be
the same as before that child left.

We view and value Torah the same, it's only that the Rebbe truly felt that every Yid
was his child and his Chassidim and Shluchim are inspired accordingly.

There is much more to say and | was inspired to start writing an article about this topic

with ninim.

Regardless of what the precise Hashkafik differences may be, the main thing is that we

are increasing in both Torah and Ahavas Yosroel.
Kol Tuv,

Mendel Sasonkin
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