
INTIMIDATION



6 So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its 
height, for the people worked with all their heart.

NEHEMIAH 4:6–8



7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the 
Ammonites and the people of Ashdod heard that 
the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead 
and that the gaps were being closed, they were very 
angry. 8 They all plotted together to come and fight 
against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 

NEHEMIAH 4:6–8



Intimidation and 
spiritual warfare…



What the devil can do…

• Lie 



10 Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The 
strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is 
so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.”

NEHEMIAH 4:10



• Lie 
• Harass 

What the devil can do…



11 Also our enemies said, “Before they know it or 
see us, we will be right there among them and will 
kill them and put an end to the work.”

NEHEMIAH 4:11



What the devil can do…

• Lie 
• Harass 
• Terrorize



12 Then the Jews who lived near them came and 
told us ten times over, “Wherever you turn, they 
will attack us.”

NEHEMIAH 4:12



What the devil cannot do…



9 But we prayed to our God and posted a guard 
day and night to meet this threat.

NEHEMIAH 4:9



What the devil cannot do…

• Change God’s mind about us 



What the devil cannot do…

• Change God’s mind about us 

• Take away our salvation 



What the devil cannot do…

• Change God’s mind about us 

• Take away our salvation 

• Touch us beyond God’s permission



Two overcoming keys…



‣ Balance offense with defense 



16 From that day on, half of my men did the work, 
while the other half were equipped with spears, 
shields, bows and armor. The officers posted 
themselves behind all the people of Judah

NEHEMIAH 4:16–18



17 who were building the wall. Those who carried 
materials did their work with one hand and held a 
weapon in the other, 18 and each of the builders 
wore his sword at his side as he worked.

NEHEMIAH 4:16–18



• Stay healthy, not just busy 

 

Balance offense with defense



• Stay healthy, not just busy 

• Stay covered by the 
  blood of Jesus

Balance offense with defense



11 They triumphed over him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testimony.

REVELATION 12:11



‣ Balance offense with defense 

‣ Avoid spiritual isolation



19 Then I said to the nobles, the officials and the 
rest of the people, “The work is extensive and 
spread out, and we are widely separated from 
each other along the wall. 20 Wherever you hear 
the sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God 
will fight for us!”

NEHEMIAH 4:19-20



• Know your go-to people  
 
 

Avoid spiritual isolation



• Know your go-to people 

• Know what to pray for 
  each other

Avoid spiritual isolation



18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all 
kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, 
be alert and always keep on praying for all the 
Lord’s people.

EPHESIANS 6:18




