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Luke 4:14-22 
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about 
him spread through the whole countryside. He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him. He went to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went 
into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he 
found the place where it is written:  

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  
because he has anointed me  
to proclaim good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  
and recovery of sight for the blind, 

 



 

to set the oppressed free,  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat 
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 
him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the 
gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 
they asked.  
 
Luke 3:21-23 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. 
And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit 
descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he 
began his ministry. 
 
Isaiah 63:15 
Look down from heaven and see,  

from your lofty throne, holy and glorious. 
Where are your zeal and your might?  

Your tenderness and compassion are withheld from us. 
 
Isaiah 64:1 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down. 
 
Luke 4:18-19 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  

because he has anointed me  



 

to proclaim good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  

and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free,  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 
He is capable of fulfilling what He promises because He is 
empowered by the Spirit. 
 
He is capable of fulfilling His promises because He fulfills them. 
 
Luke 24:46-49 
“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my 
Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.” 
 
“To be called to a life of extraordinary quality, to live up to it, and yet 
to be unconscious of it is indeed a narrow way. To confess and 
testify to the truth as it is in Jesus, and at the same time to love the 
enemies of that truth, his enemies and ours, and to love them with 
the infinite love of Jesus Christ, is indeed a narrow way. To believe 
the promise of Jesus that his followers shall possess the earth, and 
at the same time to face our enemies unarmed and defenseless, 
preferring to incur injustice rather than to do wrong ourselves, is 
indeed a narrow way. To see the weakness and wrong in others, 
and at the same time refrain from judging them; to deliver the 



 

gospel message without casting pearls before swine, is indeed a 
narrow way. The way is unutterably hard, and at every moment we 
are in danger of straying from it. If we regard this way as one we 
follow in obedience to an external command, if we are afraid of 
ourselves all the time, it is indeed an impossible way. But if we 
behold Jesus Christ going on before step by step, we shall not go 
astray.” 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship 


