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Selected audio from our listeners

Comments on the Show

Comments on the show 1 click here

Comments on the show 2 click here



Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions

Dear Reb Ari and Reb Dovid,
Thank you for the wonderful program as always.

It seems the hint that you are referring to in the riddle can be found in the Ohr Hachayim
on Shemos 31:16.

He says that the word "V'Shamru" means to guard and that specifically means to guard
what we think about and what we say on Shabbos.

The sources are Baitza 13b, Shabbas 113b and of course Yeshaya 58:13.
This is all because of the extra Neshamah that we have on Shabbos.

Kol Tuv,

Levi Silman

Cape Town

Comments on the Show

Dear Mr. Lichtenstein,

Great job with your show, it is very interesting. | listened to your most recent show about
the virus and was quite perturbed at your comment that you argue with Rabbonim and
Roshei Yeshivas, specifically the way you said it. Sure, there are plenty of things that
Rabbonim say that we don't understand or agree with. But | don't believe we can
outright say we are right and they are wrong. A little bit of humility is called for. What
about Emunas Chachomim? R' Chaim has said not to close shuls. You know, R' Chaim
pointed out that one of the areas we should improve on due to the virus is humility. |
wouldn't usually voice my opinion but you are broadcasting to thousands of people. |
believe people are interested in hearing what the Rabonim have to say about the



subject, not the host. Perhaps this is a reason other hosts gets higher ratings, as you

mentioned.

Also, just a comment about the letter of R' Akiva Eiger. The pandemic in his day
was cholera. Untreated cholera kills about half of the people it infects, even people that
were perfectly healthy beforehand. That is quite a bit worse than the current covid-19
outbreak. And even so, R' Akiva Eiger still allowed minyanim in groups of 15 people. He
didn't lock up the shuls. His letter actually shows us not to take excessive measures,

more than the situation necessitates.
Wishing you much Hatzlacha and thanks for your show.
Best regards

Sammy Livshin

Hi Rav Dovid!
First off I love your show and I'm an avid listener!

| am a Talmud of Passaic (Rav Meir Stern Shlit"a), Mir, and BMG, and | left Lakewood 4
years ago (with the blessings of my Rebbeim and rosh yeshiva to move on to campus
(initially at University of Arizona, now at UMD) to work in Kiruv.

Listening to your most recent podcast episode, 263 'Heter Kiruv', as | was cooking for
Shabbos (my wife and | host on average 50 university students each shabbos) was a
truly disappointing experience. Along with hundreds of my fellow colleagues nationwide
(who are upstanding bnei torah), | follow the guidance of poskim such as Rabbi Beryl
Gershenfeld (founder of Meor, which has branches on over 20 campuses in America)
and Rabbi Asher Weiss (who is the senior Posek of Olami, which is an international
conglomerate consisting of over 300 orginazations staffed thousands by bnei Torah
kiruv professionals) in all areas of Kiruv and Halacha. Hosting shabbos meals on
campus, with all the Torah, Zemiros and Kedusha associated, are all done B'Cheshbon
and Shikul. For example then, if a Meor rabbi learns with a female student, he is



following Rabbi Gershynfelds Psak, based on guidance that he personally received from
Rav Elyashiv Zatzal.

The podcast played into many stereotypes and anecdotal generalizations, that
absolutely do not mirror the reality of the life of a Mekarav or Mekaraves on campus.

What got me to move on to a foreign college campus was the Achryaus, the shouldering
of responsibility for Hashems children and his Torah. Not the Kovod, the opportunity for
self-growth, not my friends/family approvals.

At the time | was looking for a Lakewood style kollel. B'hashgacha Rutgers University
last minute needed a couple to help staff a shabbaton and my wife and | volunteered.
Seeing first-hand the Meor Rutgers campus rabbis sense of mission, combined with
their care for our brothers and sisters evoked imagery in mind of the greatest leaders in
our history who put their people before themselves. Not 'their people' that they could
have been coming in droves to them (and in any event would've been learning
somewhere) if they had undertaken the role of Rebbi in a yeshiva, but people that they
were establishing, being Maamid Talmidim, that otherwise would tragically be
overlooked. The fact that certain situations puts Mekarvim outside of comfort element is
of no reflection on the priority of our Avodah. | recall my Rebbi's Moshol of Kiruv, of
parents who have lost their kid at a national park and are in complete agony. Everybody
looks around, yet when they can't find the kid one by one they eventually move on. It
gets dark, and it is frigid- yet there is one person still looking for the kid to bring him
back to his family. Is he merely outside his comfort zone? Is he just sacrificing on his
own interests? Would the child's Father prefer to learn together with him or to go out
there and help him bring his kid home?

| hope that in a future episode you can allow a response from the one of the hundreds
of Mekarvim and Mekarvos working on campuses and in young professional
communities.

With sincere admiration of your podcasting and Harbotzas HaTorah,



| celebrate and enjoy the diversity of viewpoints typical in a Headlines episode, which is
why | was particularly let down by this one. In place of different perspectives,

The real disappointment was in the straw-man stereotype that was implicit throughout

the episode of what a ‘campus Kiruv rabbi’ is.

For example, sentiments from Rabbi Feldheim that he is unlike others who “fall over
stammering and scared from challenges”, & “who create victim-hood by being sweet

and tolerant”, “are “wishy-washy.. unclear..wavering”.

Quotes such as “a lot of people go [into Kiruv] because they think secular culture is so
cool’& "drinking with students is their whole Kiruv”

Or for example Rabbi Schwartzman's implications of “Half-baked goods” & “creating
good social atmospheres”, is all of what Mekarvim are doing on campus (aside from his
assertion that any other Mehalechim are all "ineffective").

Rabbi Travis' statement that “many Chashuv people were Nichshal” in Arayos on
campus was unfair- while there have been a few documented cases of abuse, it is
completely off-putting and dangerous to blame the occupation (campus Kiruv) instead of
the perpetrators who groomed and exploited their victims. Perhaps related was his point
that campus Mekarvim need to be charismatic, and are effective by teaching proofs of
the Torah. And while | myself am by no means a Man D’emor to respond to a Gaon like
Rabbi Berkowitz; the leading luminaries and Poskim of Olami, Meor and countless of
campus organizations would have a strong counter view to his opinion “Campus is

scary, perhaps its disrespectful... but it's very difficult to say to go on to campus.”

As to your point about Rabbi Elkan- 1) My boundless and complete respect &
admiration of Chabad non-withstanding; Shluchim and Mekarvim have very different
Hashkafos in terms of the Avodah of Kiruv and the role Limud HaTorah has. 2) Your
guestioning seemed to draw a sharp contrast between Chabad and other organizations:
“I've seen organizations going to students feeling the need to speak on their own level
and get involved with activities that may be philosophically or Halachicaly against
Judaism", & “Is Chabad in general different than other orgs- that do things that are more
secular”, with his answer similarly distinguishing-others might feel differently but our



whole idea is to be authentic. We care about the person....we must not become the
mud."

I'd imagine that an objective listener after listening to the presenters would now
conclude that campus rabbis are rogue individuals who compromise on Halacha using
‘Heter Kiruv’, justifying the means with the end (i.e. drinking beer blue-shirted at a frat
party in Ben Yehuda, and maybe being Mezaneh). In reality, a typical Mekerav is a
Rebbi. A Melamed Torah. Who combines Harbotzas Torah with the passionate belief
that Torah is Morasha Kehillas Yaakov, of every single Jewish, even those that don't
know what Sukkos is, or who Yaakov Avinu was, who are in a sorority, or is a leftist.

Part of a network (Olami) of Bnei and Bnos Torah who have well over 10,000 students
attending regular Torah classes and Torah based programming. Who live every
moment Al Pi Halacha and Daas Torah. Who internalize the pain of 80% of Bnei Yisrael
who are alienated from Hashem. Who give up Kosher restaurants, minyanim options,
community to become Torah activists. Who relays Torah at an individual level to Jews
at levels that will resonate at their individual nekudas habechira. Who demonstrates that
Torah isn't an academic classroom subject, but Toras Chaim that is alive- whether in the
workplace, in a fraternity, in Ben Yehuda, or in a Starbucks.

In terms of Halachic debate, the questions were relatively straightforward (ie Invitations
for Shabbos, learning with women). I'd imagine if the questions were more specific there
would be more divergent opinions.

One more point- having a discussion about Kiruv without having anyone on from Olami
is analogous to having an episode on Chinuch and not having on any Menahelim or
Rabbeim. From our Rabbonim such as HaRav Asher Weiss and HaRav Beryl
Gershenfeld, to our executive staff: Rabbis Menachem Deutsch, Avi Cassell, Gideon
Shoshan, or from the hundreds of remarkable Mekarvim and Mekarvos on the front

lines, so much was missing from what wasn't presented.
B'kovod Rav,

Moshe Schonbrun



NX"'WUN1 1N 2NOY N ANy v av'en? wpa

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EybQo0imOGi3zXdIMGX5JdyhN17LbpMH/view
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Moishe Hildeshaim

Show Suggestions
Reb Dovid,

When we met a number of weeks ago you asked if | had any suggestions for a show.
While perhaps more informational then controversial (maybe), | would love to hear a
show that based on Chazal, Rishonim, etc educate on what to expect when Moshiach

comes. Inclusive would be Techiyas Hameisim etc.

We all daven and sing for Moshiach but my guess is many of us have a hard time
having true Kavana because of a lack of understanding as to what that practically
means. Will life continue but we will all be in EY living in peace with everyone having
what they need with no jealousy among us? When will Techiyas Hameisim take place
and what does that mean? Will my father a'’h be able to meet my wife, children and Bli
Ayin Hara grandchildren? Will my mother a/h be able to meet my youngest child,
daughter in law & son in law and Bli Ayin Hara grandchildren? Will we be bringing
Korbonos (and what will that feel like as realistically most people don't find being Makriv
an animal to be a spiritual or exhilarating experience). What about din
V'Cheshbon? Where will the Tzadikim be? The Reshaim? The Beinonim?

While | would have thought this would have been a show perhaps more suited for Tisha
B'Av, in light of the unprecedented (in our lifetime) Mageifa that we're going thru
perhaps now would be as good a time as any.

Thank you for your consideration.

Regards,

Benjy Herskovich
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Rabbi Shay Schachter
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