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Mark 4:21-34
He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed?
Instead, don’t you put it on its stand? For whatever is hidden is meant to be
disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the
open. If anyone has ears to hear, let them hear.”

“Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the measure you use,
it will be measured to you—and even more. Whoever has will be given more;
whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them.”

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on
the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts
and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces



grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon
as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”

Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable
shall we use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of
all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all
garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.”

With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they
could understand. He did not say anything to them without using a parable.
But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.

Mark 1:15
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;  repent, and
believe in the good news.”

1. The Kingdom of God is Revealed

Mark 4:21
“Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don’t you
put it on its stand?”

“Jesus' favorite speech form, the parable, was subversive. Parables sound
absolutely ordinary: casual stories about soil and seeds, meals and coins and
sheep, bandits and victims, farmers and merchants. And they are wholly
secular: of his forty or so parables recorded in the Gospels, only one has its
setting in church, and only a couple mention the name God. As people heard
Jesus tell these stories, they saw at once that they weren't about God, so
there was nothing in them threatening their own sovereignty. They relaxed
their defenses. They walked away perplexed, wondering what they meant, the
stories lodged in their imagination. And then, like a time bomb, they would



explode in their unprotected hearts. An abyss opened up at their very feet. He
was talking about God; they had been invaded!”

- Eugene H. Peterson

2. The Kingdom of God is Fruitful

The seed has a schedule.

The seed has a purpose.

John 15:1
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in
me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so
that it will be even more fruitful.”

God is committed to fruitfulness in your life.

3. The Kingdom of God is Uncontrollable


