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Selected audio from our listeners

Answers to the Questions

Answers to the questions 1 click here

Answers to the questions 2 click here

Comments on the Show

Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here
Comments on the show 3 click here

Comments on the show 4 click here

Comments on Previous Shows

Show 216 - Genetics in Halacha

Comment 1 click here
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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show
Rabbi Lichtenstein,

Thank you for your vital Klal resource, the weekly Headlines podcast. Here are some
general feedback impressions, and some specific comments to the previous week's
episode.

Here are some questions | would have thought needed to be discussed, at a minimum:

A. Ought a person to determine their Tzedaka priorities themselves? After all Hashem
gave them the money, so they should decide. On the other hand, when they want to
invest in other things they call an investment advisor, so perhaps they ought to do so

with Tzedaka too?
B. How can we devise a resource or tool for Tzedaka rating, (see below)?

C. How can we change attitudes, turning a Mossad fundraiser from being considered a
Shnorrer to a development leader, as in the secular academic world and sit them at the
head table?

D. The current system of "collecting” is a waste of the collectors' time, an intrusion into
the giver's life and altogether on a wrong-headed basis. And the collector is granted a
pittance - five or ten dollars, rarely eighteen. What can be done to change matters?

E. Are there any Tzeddakos that actually promote evil, like Machlokes and dependency
on others? What ought our approach to them be?

Some specific issues:

1. Kars4kids was pilloried for losing money "they need to repay it, be held accountable
etc" and the Batei Netzivimm of the Ponevezher Rav held up as a positive example. |
was in on that deal that went sour and | can tell you that while | cannot speak for k4k
directly, in general the deal was bulletproof. Many people did due diligence and invested
in it, only to have it turn sour because of the egos of two individuals involved. There was



support at the political, municipal and government levels, and it ought to have been a
major success. The Batei Netzivim of Ponevezher, however, was a risky thing indeed,
at the time. The only thing is that one deal worked out and the other didn't. Are we going
to judge people because of their luck??

2. Guidestar reckons the Save-a-Clam organization more worthwhile than Save-a-Child,
because the overhead of Save-a-Clam is less than that of Save-a-Child. And saving a
child costs three dollars, while for that money you can save two clams, twice as much.
Obviously it's silly. Pros don't use it much.

There are books about thinking about charity, and they discuss such things as devising
a measure of value - which can be subjective, different for each person - and using that
as a better way of conceptualizing the most value for your Tzeddaka dollar.

Other questions might be; will others do this work if the organization does not? Is this
work unique, or can it be combined with other organizations. Is the organization
positioned for long term growth, or are they constantly bickering, is it well run, well
thought out, and so on.

It's a vital conversation, and an important one. Perhaps one good book on the topic is
Doing Good Better

3. The contrast between Rabbi Sorotzkin, who displayed such deep respect for his
donors, and the other interviewees who talked of ways that fundraisers are being
wasteful and so on - was breathtaking. Truth is that the fundraisers and the donors
partner in doing good. Can't there be mutual respect?

4. One person suggested that the donor ought not to give his $18 donation to the
fundraiser because 30% will go to the driver. Instead he ought to wave them off with a
smile and then send in his $18 to the Mossad. This is wrong - methinks - on many
levels; the Mossad has contracted a financial arrangement that the fundraiser receive a
part of the donation that he generates. Shouldn't he get part of this one? Does anyone
really think the level of Tzeddaka giving will stay the same under this system? Is it

decent to deny a collector his four dollars - have we stooped that low?

5. Collectors are looked down on and treated like trash. | personally heard many



comments from donors along the lines of; "A Kollel? There are another hundred like
you!" or "I simply cannot justify giving more than fifty dollars for a Kollel!" (These are
actual quotes, unfortunately, made by '‘Bnei Torah') They are given small donations.
Today, eighteen dollars is a nice donation. No one wants the job. The Mossad tries to
be find someone and manages a Hebrew speaking fellow who certainly does not know
who is who in NY. He goes with a driver, making $350 on a good day. The driver makes
$140. If the poor fundraiser takes a cut, then he makes a princely $105 a day, leaving
the Mossad with $245. Five days a week is $1225 for Mhe mossad and $525 for the
collector. These are small numbers, | know, but typical. What do you propose

changing?

Again, kudos for presenting topics to the public, and Rabbi Sorotzkin was a breath of
fresh air.

Moishe Cohen
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The anguish of many of our brothers and sisters who are anxiously awaiting their true zivug is well known. We were therefore
greatly disturbed by the recent pronouncements advertised and “reported on” in many Jewish media outlets, promising to
deliver, for a fee, the salvation they so anxiously seek through the supposed “powers of kabbalah™. The advertisers falsely
claim that they can see the Heavenly obstacles preventing a person from getting married, and “unlock the gates to their
fortune”, through the power of "kabbalistic rituals” and “secret formulas”, all of which is foreign to cur Holy Torah and perfect
Faith. Even worse, they brazenly guargntee that anyone who pays a fixed sum ($648) and receives their “zivug set” will marry
within a short time, a statement which belies any facade of legitimacy.

We hereby announce the truth; anyone claiming to know the heavenly workings, and guaranteeing the ability to manipulate
them, is not to be believed. Marketing this “power” as a commercial enterprise crosses the border into deception and
exploitation of the public. Contrary to what the advertisements would lead one to believe, true Tzaddikim have never claimed
such “powers”, much less brazenly marketed them to people in need.

We strongly protest the desecration of the Torah and the transparent opportunism that is taking place. There is no doubt that
those who were innocently misled into giving money in exchange for such “guarantees” are in no way bound by such
commitments. We hereby advise that they cancel their pledge and request the full refund of all moneys already commiited.

Dear brothers and sisterst The gates of Heaven are open to all who approach in sincerity, and in the merit of following the
Torah Commandment of “Tomim Tihiyeh im HaShem Elokecha” (Devarim 18:13) by relying on HaShem and turning to Him
with complete Faith, may we all experience the Divine Providence granted to those who serve Him and trust only in Him.
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