TACKLING FASCINATING MODERN
CONTROVERSIES FROM
A HALACHIC PERSPECTIVE

DOVID LICHTENSTEIN

Pets in Halacha

Show# 229 | July 20" 2019

v . b‘" G B A V0N Y 230 N Y)Y
|} L] ‘
Jder o b B i o |
B m— i . ' )
» e ; | ird PRy J
Shwe ¥ U L \r AL -0
| o \‘lﬂl "“,&‘ |F OIS -~ :\‘ s
— 8/ - )
é vr A
p 3 ) 2 {
{ " { ) -
W/t )2/ < tv_ .,4"
| ¥ o
V
(,' N / . ) v/ 3/ Ju a3
{ (_' /~// o
' :.}) T - )

o PRy

XUV 40 DRNAN YA 1

2PN ATY VW 37NN 1PNV 1ID 1)

TON (0Y12130 N1YY) B'BNY MIPU MNP Y0 YD UNY

oTyUn Mo N

TYON VY3 TNDN NP0 NOULNN MINN IBIY INY W BYBY MDY
MON NVIX NI AT 1IN .09 DY MmN UXYS OYYY DY) ©YasnTnY

B3 01031 ! NIN NXIN A9 DTNV 7 YV oranta xmia wany
JOYTNANY 03727 017 DINY OYHM DWW NI YW TN

Ten 31 N7DIV qUY DTN ) 11N 1NN aMexas snyny 19
A%3 YYD TY DY NI YN : o 13 Ut 1 SY 13 1n

HINIY 171003 0000 Yan
VHA PY I I AN 1IN 223 TP DNV 19 MDY HIVE ANV 1)

NN ABADY , IV 1PNV B 22 ¥ N3N NINY 393 OND UMY 0PN W
JTVN N AN PN D NN

PN TN AN IIRY NN DI AUD DIBINND TYINI MDA 13T LN PN
N30 INI3 WM JIPY ANDY 21D THINY Y 10033 393 Prinnd nadn oty
N373 13 OMPN TISY AN TN 33 12 102 1PN MILIN TINGY 1Y N3P P
N AINTA ANAN AT AN 0P TUN T (noro xnowina) Sn

GOB00 TYx 15 "Nt 13 1{EV ) £YANY PP TORATIY 1IN Pt




n'->avas |7'71 NIvad Nna1 12Tna

7', TI0] NYY DNIR NI I9Y D NYY DNIR TV 9997 0 myT 'ow 71 7w i AuRd @ wy
IPYUNN IN71IY7 7un MY NINATAN NYaY DR AR DYV ANR NN YW 17 Nk 0y7a R DR
70 qKRI N7 [NIT MDY 12D 17 0K 77WUNa pwn ANR 17 NR 12 YRni PIvn 7p2 X2 Nipwna
(1o Mwn/ ow) 17 MK MOV NINA™TMN NYAY DX 17 MK DYIY DNX DN YW 17 IR UT7n NN L,0y7A
,ANIY Y 2PN DNXY D9 0NNNINIXNA 7V 170X DNXNA YR WYY ATIVO NAI0 21 NNNK Q10
AW IR QTR DR NIR XM N2 o yaign 0DTRY Mol 1' 0p'yw Dyha '91 1aT ‘N nwl

N2 A 'OXNI TRV I'NY 2RI MY 721 KIN M7V 7Y 2% D11 YR QW' QTN NI R X



il

DR M2YT 2R ®T — A1 95 N3 ®IM P72 7 10 DX
(n™ a373) /7 9

B L5man an LamKab e 9 1 gbpp BT N3oa Y MmN

52 ®Y oMk oy®a o3 o pvwvtpn maka pab Yrraady oyba pa
978 R0 17y WMKY — eadITA R chw RYT T D DR Mays
PS50 XY X0 7 s 1 b nR Mayh bowy xD R pyba o
PO A7apaw  mManm m¥y  awy) — gy by ann &Y o3 Yan
P53 »w oy bbb eam  nzab mson AvapRw @n Mom XAy
DIRY :]7aD0 WKW WD amIR @b Y av oTRe 7973 o
BA® ¥R LVVIPT MaRA M9 YAk .ampn Mwea b1 neadb e



1y alebls! P73 ol

P2y mwys ’5] mxy o aa% mn kD OINET En ONEY nX bpea
AR WRI Y, 9T wURIAY DR MmNk A MY WD .onp
S8y

Yop — mbwa  awsd 3pyr  wphaw  .34F  wIYl A7% IR apYN
AT AR 3pYD ROA A n T b > o v vy vhy
SRxY xR N0

DwyRn o3 .073pn ST Mxa ad nYIY %M Tan va apUIsd
PIW .0'MEY 7B QW DA3 37Y0D NSV RIPIPIDY DUWEYHD Vi WYY
oawh oAy o

navweT meawn BRT O PUTINT awn ‘% 2UANT A MBS T
nmb T w0 WP 3 P SR @0ER 2D AT PIya MR LYy
NYL LDy WK LM (2 3Ry % Awy PR DROnYT. AR 0N
WYY AN B3N M 12 REEYS 1 ja Maxd  Sxowe mNax W
KT KT 2 YR IRy mamy WD BYBwa N IMn 85 (RS
— 2903 TR BR D yapRy ouns ndb ora nzany  abhp ubhp
aapin Sr any
BRI R IR oYY X2 NI GTRAR (212 %D PRYD uUR D0nuEE
B PR M B3 — Y3 2wy . XA e vapb Yax eRawn
anbeb m3 wmn v0% pa % oab Aawy &Y aben xMa aws end
bon A% Pomn MY D SR M Py Ry abhawa opry a3
mawd Lpoh .merxy Ayt ane 0w awynn R4Y one owb meyd
MD%B3 TR A RWIW ORYR LR91 12 Cypwh 31980 nD B%TY 83
yapw *iom RHR .MO%m 32 Hawa o nRoawyy 8D W won
AMR 397 8% Y DR wan sb e ow® g &S 97RO amam
pwb A1 DR APy 03 YT aXIwm ARIpH DLanl IR AMn *eY SaK
AR e aebr uab Mz IR omiabe Mada ypw ten onw

pwh P R GRREn SO DPMI¥A pIPT NEd IY N DR
naa%n nAWMa WY WD 735 PEY 15 DRI 5D AR SO OBw
AR MIEY3 RYR wows 8%, YN ‘n papa opINA NMIy  wwa
AR 9 PP KDY T DR 0D wpar KM ADTIAY2 AR D nmpwt RY)
kbR gyey ¥ &% 930 ponyc RS vpyun 902 ) o) el
Jana PR PR npan nk

TI333T1 30 IV DT SR TIO9TNT - To0 SPIZ1RIa v
TNONN ANNIY DTN 79 : OO0 TINY IPIAN AP 0¥ 3090 3097
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Selected audio from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Answers to the questions 1 click here
Answers to the questions 2 click here

Answers to the questions 3 click here

Comments on the Show

Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here
Comments on the show 3 click here
Comments on the show 4 click here
Comments on the show 5 click here
Comments on the show 6 click here

Comments on the show 7 click here

Comments on Previous Shows

Show 223 — Extremism I

Comments on the show 1 click here

Comments on the show 2 click here


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZHX2RlMEla2_IuMJ1JKraXDaPYhq542d
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1SeT1Qqiy0y4cSb-vXg3eYl21LeAb9PWP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1U_xkLqhEsHKXT9ktNNW9lxevyuRPay4v
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1T0uQcMIJ6Raq-FhnBOjSBP86fM9bu238
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1M_ydepQv_7JcKuamPoLAgNsNe35fui-b
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ONw_8UISut8FU__9KVcvKtH1E7jOJoQs
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Comments on the Show

Dear Reb Dovid, | want to thank you very much for your Headlines radio show. It is
very informative and enlightening. | also applaud your courage for taking on a variety of

topics and bringing these matters to the forefront.

| feel that your show is a shining example of the Mishna in Avos, Hafoch Ba, V'Hafoch
Ba, De'chola Ba. Indeed, we can look our Torah for guidance in all aspects of life.

Wishing you Hatzlacha and well-being!

Sholom E. Goodman

Gut Vuch,

| recently came across the Gemara in Chullin 112a which notes that Shmuel would
throw a loaf of bread to his dog which roasted meat (not salted) was cut on. It seems
from this Gemara that Shmuel owned a dog. Although some say the word n'a%737 (to his
dog) was really x2757 (to a dog). However, Rashi seems to have nxa%5%. Just thought it
was an interesting source. Thank you for your shows they are always enlightening and
thought provoking.

All the best,
Sam Lefkowitz
Hacham:

Allow me first to tell you how much | enjoy your podcast and thank you for taking the
time and effort to make such an interesting and enlightening podcast that appeals to

such a large and wide base

| was listening to the podcast this week on the issue of pets in Halacha and you were

discussing the issue of whether you can feed Hametz to the animals. In doing so, you



brought the opinions of Hacham Obadiah and Hacham Abba Shaul which were “lenient”
in allowing such use.

You then asked the question at 1:00:23 “what happens if someone is Yerieh Shamayim
and they don’t want to rely on any Kulos, what should they do?”

Here is where you lost me and | believe others like me who don’t necessarily subscribe
by default to a more Machmir world view.

Is someone who follows the Da’at of Hacham Obadiah not a Yerieh Shamayim? Was
Chacham Obadiah himself (arguably the greatest Posek since Maran), Chas V’shalom,
not a Yerieh Shamayim?

If you want to say “what if someone wants to be extra Machmir and not rely on the Psak
of Hacham Obadiah”? That question | can live with. But when you introduce language of
‘what happens if someone is Yerieh Shamayim” as if the person who follows the
Halacha and abides by the Psak of Hacham Obadiah is not Yerieh Shamayim, that is
offensive, divisive, and denigrating.

All that being said, | am confident that you yourself had no such intention. But someone
listening may very well have that takeaway and | just think in general that such
language has unfortunately entered our lexicon because it's emblematic of a trend
among many of us to seek to be holier than thou and to cast aspersions on those that
don’t follow a certain trend.

| apologize for this long missive and again am confident that no malice was intended but
| am sensitive to anything that has the potential to pull the seam apart from Am Yisrael

and apologize in advance if my tone and content was in any way offensive.

| wish you a Shavua Tov, an easy and meaningful fast, and pray that you continue to
spread your beautiful Torah to our special nation.

Nativ Winiarsky



Igros Moshe on pets - an inexcusable vandalism

1) Proof of tampering:

In last week's episode, Rabbi Jachter expressed skepticism about Igros Moshe Chelek
ches in the context of his teshuva on pets.

In this case his suspicion is not only well founded, but provable.

You see, the Teshuva was written to Rabbi Bodner and he published it, in 1981, in his
book on Muktzah, in the back:
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In 1996, after R Moshe passed away, they printed the exact same teshuva, with a new
clause appended:
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So it is clear that that last part was added by others. Even if it is true, as some claim,
that R Moshe changed his mind, that doesn't justify writing in the teshuva itself. Make a



footnote or something. Especially as it makes the entire teshuva unreadable - "Pets are

muktzah unless they are pets"?!
2) Confusion

It is true that the addition is in a slightly smaller font. But not everyone knows that code
that the smaller font is editorial material.

You can see for example many places on the internet (the new Posek Hador) many

articles quoting that part as if R Moshe himself wrote it:

https://judaism.stackexchange.com/questions/27927/playing-with-a-pet-on-shabbos

“It seems From the Igros Moshe OC 5:22:21 that pets are different and are not like other

animals which are Muktzah see the Tshuvah inside it is very short.”

https://ph.yhb.org.il/en/01-20-05/

“Pets whose owners play with them and pick them up all week long would not be Muktzeh,
and their owners may thus touch them and pick them up on Shabbat. Similarly, seeing-eye

dogs are not Muktzeh (Igrot Moshe, OH 5:22:21; Shulhan Shlomo 308:74)”

https://www.chabad.org/library/article cdo/aid/522415/jewish/How-does-Shabbat-observance-

affect-pet-owners.htm

It has been argued by certain prominent Halachic authorities that household pets are not
included in the category of Muktzah at all, because they have an "immediate practical use"
— namely, providing people with pleasure and companionship. - Including Rabbi Moshe

Feinstein (Responsa Igrot Moshe, Orach Chaim vol. 5, responsa 22)

https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/ask-the-rabbi-09012014/

Some codifiers (Shulchan Oruch HaRav 308:78; Kaf HaChaim 308:235) expressly include
“playful animals” in this prohibition. There are, however, others who distinguish between

farm animals and household pets (Igrot Moshe, Orach Chaim vol. 5, responsa 22).

https://dafaleph.com/home/2016/2/16/pets-on-shabbos



https://judaism.stackexchange.com/questions/27927/playing-with-a-pet-on-shabbos
http://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=922&st=&pgnum=118
https://ph.yhb.org.il/en/01-20-05/
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/522415/jewish/How-does-Shabbat-observance-affect-pet-owners.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/522415/jewish/How-does-Shabbat-observance-affect-pet-owners.htm
https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/ask-the-rabbi-09012014/
https://dafaleph.com/home/2016/2/16/pets-on-shabbos

In a bit of controversial teshuva, R’ Moshe Feinstein (IM OC 5:22:21) writes that Ba’alei
Chayim are Muktzah, but animals used for “Sha’ashuim (pets)” are not Muktzah. The
reason this teshuva is considered a bit controversial is the fact that it appears in volume
five of Igros Moshe Orach Chaim, which is known to have been published posthumously.
Additionally, the part that says pets are not Muktzah is written in a bit of a smaller font.
TI've been unsuccessful in trying to ascertain why that is, but some seem to speculate or cast

doubt on this Psak of R’ Moshe due to the aforementioned quandaries
All the best

Baruch S.

According to the Psak said over from Reb Moshe is there a difference between your pet
and someone else’s? Say | don’t have a dog but a see | dog being walked in the street

by its owner... can | pet the dog or it's not Meyuchad for me to play with?

Response: Yes. According to R Reuven Feinstein, It’s like the Rema about a ball,
once it’s used as a plaything it’s not Muktza.
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Shloime Baumwolspiner

Hi. Fabulous episode again. Yasher Koach.

Just want to point out, one of your guests talking about feeding animals on Shabbos
said in response to your question if wild geese fly by your yard can you throw food out
to them - he responded saying no, even on Shabbos Shira it is better to feed them on
Erev Shabbos.



| want to mention that | have found this to be a common change in the Minhag over the
past decade or so but everyone used to feed the birds (not pets) on Shabbos Shira
itself. The Aruch Hashulchan talks about the issue of not feeding wild birds on Shabbos
and says regarding Shabbos Shira it is ok because it is Minhag Yisrael.

Kol Tuv

Rafi Goldmeier

. Yaakov Avinu had 600,000 dogs: (Braisis Rabah 73:11)
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« The Lubavitcher Rebbe has a letter permitting service dogs in shul:

https://www.chabad.org/library/article cdo/aid/3771313/jewish/The-Rebbe-on-Allowing-
Service-Dogs-In-Synagogues.htm

« The Lubavitcher Rebbe gives this a source in Shulchan Aruch for what someone looks at
can effect them: Rama Yora Deia end of siman 198.

https://www.chabad.org/therebbe/article cdo/aid/2515718/jewish/Visual-Education.htm

« The Lubavitcher Rebbe in that talk (and at other times) encouraged people to only give
kids kosher stuffed animals etc.

« There, footnote 4, he explains why going to a zoo is fine.

These links are for the version | found online. | looked it up in Shulchan Menachem, a

collection of the Lubavitcher Rebbe's comments on halachic topics in 8 volumes.
Thanks

Betzalel Sandman


https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3771313/jewish/The-Rebbe-on-Allowing-Service-Dogs-In-Synagogues.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3771313/jewish/The-Rebbe-on-Allowing-Service-Dogs-In-Synagogues.htm
https://www.chabad.org/therebbe/article_cdo/aid/2515718/jewish/Visual-Education.htm

Reb Lichtenstein,

Thank you for your program and for your approach to Halacha and the extensive
research and time you obviously invest into your podcast. | get great
learning Hanaah from your interviews. | have been listing to your program about Pets in
Halacha and Hashkafah. | have attached a short essay | wrote, The Messianic Role of
the Proliferation of Domestic and Exotic Pets (to see click here). | know this type of
Hashkafah is not your forte nor your area of interest but you may find my Chidushim,
based upon the Shitah of the Kabbalah School of the Gra, in this matter unexpected

and intriguing.
Kol tuv,
Yoel Bakst

Firstly | would like to thank you for the headline podcast's, which | came across when

searching about selling credit card points.

In regard to sources of actual dog/pet ownership (even Temai'm) see the Hamek Dover

Noach ('8 '7) where he explains that the Yonah and Arev were not from the animals that
Noach "brought" in to the Teivah- rather they were his. As well in the Harchav Dover

(ibid) he explains a Gemarah in B"B to mean that Rebbi owned a dog and a crow. Once
I'm writing to you about this | would like to bring to your attention that Rav Bergman has
a shiur about this on torahdownloads.

Yehudah Kornitzer

P.S. | am aware that it's most probable that Noach's birds were not pets rather they
were work animals doing their jobs ,otherwise how could he send them out (see his

question).

Hi Reb Dovid. Thank you for another captivating program.


https://torahdownloads.com/shiur-12233.html

The Rema in Yorah Deyah 198:48 brings that a woman should not meet anything Tamei
when she first exits the mikvah. And if she does she should repeat the Tevillah. Shach
says such as a dog et al. This would seem to support the idea not to encounter a dog in
general. However from the Sidrei Tahara and Shaarei Tohar it seems that the Rema’s
Din it's only applicable when she will be with her husband where she might conceive.
So in scenarios we are she won’'t conceive the Remas din would not apply.
An applicable case, however, would be a woman who owns a dog and first comes home
from the Kikva and sees the dog that night. This should be avoided.

As an anecdote, | used to tutor a boy Mishnayos which the family owned a dog named
“Suki”. Suki means “sweety” but this dog was anything but that. They had it holed up in
a two layer gate about 6 feet tall. When | pull up to the house | would hear the rumbling
outside, the barking, and a loud bang against the fence as it attempted to break through
and “greet” (read: eat) me.

When | came into the house the first time the boy said to me “Normally dog owners tell
you this dog doesn’t bite. But our dog will”. I'd get back into my car with my heart in my
mouth. Even in modern times, some dogs can definitely be categorized as Kelev Rah.

May Hashem bless you to continue in your hands-on Harbatzas Hatorah. How much
effort you put into the planning, implementation, and hosting of the program, in addition
to Mishna Achrona and other projects you're fully engrossed in, is a rarity in today’s
skin-deep society.

Respectfully yours,

Avi Barasch

Reb Dovid
My name is Avi Silver, | live in Forshay.

| wanted to thank you for the amazing Shiurim — the effort that goes into it is very
apparent. For those long Monseyalakewood/Brooklyn/Manhattan drives, | thoroughly
enjoy the amazing podcasts and the terrific Rabannim and experts you have on



(especially the G’Vul Yaavetz). The Shiurim are very creative, interesting, and highly
relevant. You have a tremendous Z'chus in our Limudim, especially for the times that |
may be driving in the car and would not have been learning.

| also heard an amazing Vort just this week that you said over from your son-in-law on
Ki Koran Or Ponov explaining the Chasam Sofer that says that the extra Kolmos that
Moshe put on his head was from his name that was removed from Parshas Tetzaveh. |
have been thinking about this powerful vort and lesson in leadership that Moshe was
conveying to Klal Yisroel. At the time, | told myself | need to remember this for the next
time Parshas Tetzaveh rolls around.

Until | was Ma’aver Sedrah. And this idea is so evident in this week’s Parsha where
Moshe asks HKB”H to appoint a leader in his place. Perek 27 Pasuk 17 — Rashi on the
Pasuk Asher Yatzay Lifnayhem — a true leader leads like Moshe and Dovid Hamelech,
Lo Kaderech Malchei Ha’lUmos. And a few Pesukim later in Pasuk 20 Venasata
Mai’Hodcha Alav — Rashi says Ki Koran Or Panav. | loved the vort when | first heard it,
but when | subsequently learned these Pesukim, it seemed to me that this is Mamesh
Emes La’Amito Shel Torah. Thank you for sharing it.

All the best

Avi Silver
Comments on Previous shows
Show 227 — Sports in Halacha

Reb Dovid, just to clarify Moshav Leitzim. It's not associated with comedy but with
taking life and life experiences too lightly and belittling the opportunity of living. Playing
ball or visiting a zoo has much to offer but to sit like a couch potato and watch human
beings waste your time is the full translation of Leitzanus, a flippant approach to life
(See Mesilas Yesharim Ch. 5)

Hatzlacha, RMP

Thank you for your professionalism in Harbatzas HaTorah



Show Suggestions

You might want to discuss sleep apnea in Halacha. What is the din about CPAP
machines on Shabbos. Choleh She’yesh Bo Sakana vs Choleh Kol Gufo. It would be a
good opportunity to raise awareness about the condition and the din. Rabbi David
Brofsky wrote an article about this issue in the Jewish Press. He would be a good guest
on this topic.

Also your sports program offered an opportunity to discuss the halachic propriety (or the
lack thereof) of fantasy sports leagues - Mesachek B’Kuvya, Asmachta, mammon Al
Hadaf, etc.

Chaim Gottesman

Hi Rabbi Lichtenstein!

My name is Tiferes Cahnman from Camarillo California. We love your podcast. It is so
informative and helps us live with the times. One topic that has always fascinated me
which | always wanted to know more of is Moshaich. | went to Bias Yaakov schools
growing up but that topic was always put on the back burner. It was frustrating to me
because we know we are right on the edge of Geula and | didn’t know much about it.
The Chidah says that even if we are not deserving of Geula our yearning for it will be

the merit to we earn having it.

One cannot truly be excited or anticipate something if they don’t learn about it ( or all
they do hear is about scary wars and judgement which is common.) In this light we can

understand how essential it is for us to learn the topic from a place of joy.

You may have heard about the woman’s Geula gathering that recently swept the Jewish
world where, through a WhatsApp and under the leadership of Rivka Malka Perlman
over 100 gatherings with over 20,000 woman gathered Be’achdus Litvish, Chasidush,

Chabad, modern etc all united with joy and teamwork to celebrate Geula.

This was with the Haskama Of Rav Chaim Kanievsky and many others. | was one of

those ladies on the planning committee BH. Another awesome thing came right after.



Some ladies were complaining that their children felt left out. | innocently said “let’s
make a children’s Geula gathering” from there with a video taped Bracha from Rav
Chaim Kanievsky, Rav Asher Weiss and more. We gathered over 22,000 children like

Mordechai did in the Purim story to learn and daven in order to help bring the Geula.

BH there were over 400 gathering of children from all different types of schools some
Torah Umesorah schools, modern , Chabad , Litvish, Sefardic BH! R’ Reuven Wolf said
that more than the miraculous clear signs of Moshaich in the politics you can see how
Moshaich is so close because the woman are gathering Beachdus to celebrate like
Miriam Haneviah. Here’s our website for the CGG. https://childrensgeulagathering.org/.

After that this lady named Shifra Chana Hendry make a global Geula summit where she
interviewed top speakers in the Jewish world on different topics on Geula. It was
excellent and paradigm shifting https://www.globalgeulasummit.com/. There’'s a few

samples you can still hear for free though | believe. I'm summarizing all that is going on
BH because there’s so so much more going on in politics, science, but most importantly
within the Jewish people there’s an awakening to yearn and learn more and more
deeply about Geula. This is what the people today want and need to learn about. And
so on behalf of all of us | ask that you do some headline series on different topics of

Moshaich. I'm happy to discuss more with you.

With respect and gratitude,

Tiferes


https://childrensgeulagathering.org/
https://www.globalgeulasummit.com/
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The Messianic Role of
the Proliferation of Domestic and Exotic Pets
(Based upon the Kabbalah School of the Gaon of Vilna)

Rabbi Joel David Bakst © 2014, 2019

According to National Geographic (2014), in the United States alone there are approximately 78.2 million pet dogs,
86.4 million pet cats and 5.3 million house rabbits. Aside from these common animals people also keep the following as pets:
ferrets, gerbils, hamsters, chinchillas, fancy rats, guinea pigs, canaries, parakeets, parrots, turtles, lizards, snakes, tropical fish,
frogs, tarantulas and hermit crabs. Increasingly throughout American homes, as well as throughout the industrialized world,
exotic and wild animals are competing to become “man’s best friend”. These animals include: Anteaters, foxes, deer,
bobcats, cheetahs, jaguars, leopards, cougars, lions, ocelots, tigers, opossums badgers, minks, skunks, otters, monkeys of all
varieties, raccoons, flying squirrels, groundhogs, hyenas and sloths. It is believed that more exotic animals live in American
homes than are cared for in American zoos. In 2013 pets outnumbered children four to one in the United States.

Since the year 2000, a small but increasing number of jurisdictions in North America have enacted laws redefining
pet's owners as “guardians”. The cultural thrust behind this phenomenon has been characterized as simply changing
attitudes and perceptions to actually working toward legal personhood for pets themselves. Granted that humans have
always had pet dogs and cats and have had strong emotional attachments to these animals. And granted that aristocracy and
individuals among the cultural elite in every generation throughout the world have had their share of caged lions, tigers and
bears. It is, however, undeniable that regarding the interaction between humans and animals, we are witnessing a
phenomenon that is unprecedented in world history.

Pets and other animals have been anthropomorphized with increasing human attributes. Soaring to new heights in
our generation of Disney animated cartoon animals (e.g., the debut of Mickey Mouse in 1928), the entire animal kingdom has
come alive. Animal preservation, animal research, animal rights and animal consciousness is becoming more and more
interfaced with human rights and human consciousness. Animals, to varying degrees and in varying ways, are increasingly
being treated more and more like humans. Regularly appearing new scientific studies indicate that certain members of the
mammal kingdom, e.g., dolphins, elephants, whales, monkeys, apes and even rodents, are revealing levels and aspects of
intelligence that are simply amazing and unexpected by the scientific community.

The Question

From the perspective of the prophesied Messianic Era, these phenomena are not only expected in the Final
Generation (Dor Acharon), but they are an intrinsic part of the messianic process. | suggest, based in part by the sources
quoted below, that it is not simply that we are only now discovering the intelligence quota of these animals. Rather, animals
as a whole are literally evolving to higher degrees of consciousness that were not necessarily present until the last century, if
not only in the last several decades. The question: What are the spiritual roots of the growing “animal consciousness
movement” and the unprecedented interaction in our generation between animals and humans that is growing exponentially
around the world?

The answer is both profoundly simple and simply profound. We know that the Torah, especially as understood in
the Kabbalah School of the Gaon of Vilna, maintains that our present reality is literally teetering on the edge of time (and
space, i.e. the space-time manifold). From the beginning of civilization (l.e., the last some 6,000 years) our reality has been in
the time-based, historical period of what is known as the collective Josephic Messiah. According to well-known calculations
(and obvious geopolitical events) the Nation of Israel, along with the entire spectrum of the rectified Seventy Nations, are
about to “flip the lip” of time into the prophesied and much anticipated Davidic Messianic Era. In other words, we are about
to witness the entirety of all lower 3-Dimensional reality undergo a complete transformation back into our original higher-
dimensional home. This is nothing less than the necessary return to the original, higher-dimensional Gan Eden and the
higher-dimensional Adam and Chava before the chait of the Eitz HaDaat — the “Fall” of Adam.



Flipping the Lip of Time

Josephic Messianic Era
Ascending the Cusp

Davidic Messiani Era
Descending the Cusp

The Davidic Messianic Era is simply picking up where Adam left off in the higher-dimensional “Friday afternoon” of
the sixth, higher-dimensional “day” of creation. Since Adam existed in a higher dimension, Adam's original tikkun/work was
of a very different nature than humanity’s tikkun/work since the Fall. However, this was not only true of the human level.
Before reality collapsed into its present state, the same was true of all animal life. This is what the master expositor of the
Kabbalah of the Gra, R. Shlomo Eliyashiv, known as the
Leshem, has written:

Before the sin [of the eating from the Tree of Knowledge] all species of animals were gifted with intelligence
and understanding. They also possessed many natural capabilities that Adam [did not possess]; these
capabilities would therefore enable Adam to perform all the necessary and relevant activities involved in his
rectification work (tikun) of Creation. All of them had complete mental faculties and all of them spoke
fluently... In fact, as the Ramchal has written, “Before Adam'’s fall all animals were on the level of human
beings today”.

Adam was to rectify the world by reuniting every aspect of Creation to its supernal root. This involved, for example,
various activities that we would now describe as the extraction and refinement of raw materials for the manufacture of
essential commodities. As the Leshem explains, a crucial role in this production process was played by the animal kingdom:

Even after he was placed in the Garden of Eden, Adam would go out regularly and rectify all the other
aspects of Creation. His work consisted of unifying these aspects, via all the activities of production and
craftsmanship [that were unique to his higher dimensionality]. This is what the Holy One meant when He
said to him: "Be fruitful and multiply. Replenish the earth and subdue it. Utilize the fish of the sea, the birds
of the sky, and every living thing that crawls upon the earth" (Genesis 1:28).

Adam was given permission to utilize all aspects of the mineral, vegetable, and animal [kingdoms]
throughout the entire world... With regard to the animal kingdom, he was given dominion over all the
biodiversity of life — animals, birds, and fish. As explained by the Arizal, all of these [aspects of the mineral,
plant, and animal kingdoms] were originally generated from the holy sparks (nitzotzot) that fell as a result
of the Shattering of the Vessels. It was, therefore, Adam's job to rectify and elevate these sparks through all

the

various

Although Adam's work is described here (and extensively throughout rabbinic literature) as if it activities
were in accord with our present experience, it actually took place in an entirely different, and of

unimaginably transformed dimension of reality. Based, however, on the repeating
"stamp/imprint" phenomenon, by which the higher reality is successively replicated, in exact
ratio, in all lower realities, the sages and the kabbalists were permitted to express themselves in a
manner congruent with our present experience. (This is in @ manner similar to the Torah itself,
e.g., Dibra Torah k’Lashon benei Adam”).

production and craftsmanship.



The Leshem continues:

As stated in the Midrash, all species of animals, birds, and fish were given to Adam as servants. He was to
utilize each one in its respective natural habitat and in accord with the unique powers with which it was
endowed. Adam was to utilize all the various animals and beasts, each one according to its nature. This
then [as explained above] is the meaning of the Biblical directive, "Be fruitful and multiply. Replenish the
earth and subdue it. Utilize the fish of the sea, the fowl of the heaven, and every living thing that crawls
upon the earth." “Replenish”, “subdue”, and “utilize” allude here to the ability to elevate, to transform,
and to rectify Creation. This rectification involved refining and elevating all the fractal sparks and shattered
fragments that lie scattered throughout all levels of Creation and unifying them back into their Source. This
was his great tikun. This is the meaning of the statement of the Sages, "[Mashiach] ben David will not come
until all the souls in the 'body' will be completed." These "souls" are the sparks and fragments that must be
elevated, integrated, and unified back into the universal "body" of archetypal man —the original Adam. This
tikun of all four modes of Creation — mineral, vegetable, animal, and human — was to be completed through
Adam.

This formulation of the Leshem (and Ramchal) is not mystical speculation or kabbalistic ideas, rather these teachings
are part of the extensive handed down tradition of Chazal. Additionally, this Rabbinic cosmology is following a logical
symmetry. From a simple geometric perspective, a dimensional collapse ensued in which the former “Adamic” (human) level
dropped one dimension below itself into what was previously held by the “animal” kingdom. In turn, the animal kingdom fell
into the “plant” kingdom and the plant kingdom descended into the dimension of the inorganic “mineral” kingdom. Present
reality is now completing the tikkun of the Josephic Messianic Era. Before, however, we can fully enter into the Davidic
Messianic Era, each of the four kingdoms of life must return to their original higher-dimensional stature. From the
perspective of Messianic consciousness this is, in fact, what we are witnessing in the unprecedented proliferation of domestic
and exotic pets and other unparalleled human-animal interaction. For Adam’s tikun to compete itself (Adam=Mashiach) the
animal kingdom is, in various subtle and in not so subtle ways, quickly on a path to regain its original higher consciousness.

Is the humanization of our pets and in general with all animals, both domestic and wild, simply the “goyish”
misappropriation of projecting and anthropomorphizing our human traits onto animals? Or is it rather that animals are
actually becoming more human-like? Moreover, if everything is being notched back up to its next level, what does that
portend for us “humans”? We are also witnessing the return of humanity to its original, higher-dimensional angelic-like status
of Adam and Chavah fully integrated and unified with a menagerie of higher-dimensional, human-like animals — together
with the vegetable and mineral kingdoms!

The messianic return of higher animal consciousness is real and many of us are only too aware that it is happening
all around us. However, like everything else that is occurring in our pre-Davidic messianic civilization, this phenomenon is also
coming in through the “back door”, i.e., covertly, chaotically and often with negative and even horrendous consequences
(e.g., millions of animals are eating far better than millions of undernourished and often starving children, and people are
showing far more empathy for animals than for fellow humans). Tragically, there is little Adamic Torah consciousness to help
direct this prophesied and necessary process. Yet, for those of us who are actively “scouting for the signs of Mashiach”, this
phenomenon — along with numerous other unexpected, bizarre and confusing phenomena — is apparently one of the many
“signs and wonders” that must proceed the lkvasa d’Meshicha.



Rabbi Eliezer Eisenberg
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Moving a pets hair on Shabbos
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Holding a leash where there is no Eiruv
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Capturing — Putting a pet in the house
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Dog Tags on Shabbos
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Feeding animals on Shabbos
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Bringing a see eye dog into Shul
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Rabbi Jachter's Article

Introduction

In recent decades it has become common among some observant Jews to own pets. A pet
owner however, is regularly confronted with a wide variety of halachic issues. This essay
will discuss a number of these issues, among them caring for a pet's needs, removing
reproductive organs, Hilchot Shabbat problem, and bringing a guide dog into a synagogue.
The discussion will begin with an examination of a fundamental question, the halachic
propriety of owning pets.

I. The Propriety of Owning Pets

The halachic literature indicates that it has been common practice among Ashkenazic Jews
over the past several centuries to own non-farm animals, especially dogs.' Rabbinic
authorities have debated the propriety and permissibility of this practice. Their positions
depend to a great extent on how they harmonize seemingly contradictory talmudic texts
which appear in tractate Baba Kama. The Talmud (Baba Kama 15b) cites Rabbi Natan
who asserts that one who raises an "evil dog" in his home violates the biblical prohibition
"Do not place blood in your home" (Deuteronomy 22:8)°. The implication is that it is
permissible to raise a dog in one's home provided that the creature is not an “evil dog".
Rabbi Yishmael, in fact, permits one to raise a type of dog known as kofri dogs (Rashi:
small dogs or large hunting dogs which do no harm) since they help eliminate rodents
(Baba Kama 80a).

On the other hand, the Talmud (Baba Kama 79b) writes that one is forbidden to own a dog
unless it is securely chained (if the dog is securely chained it will neither do any damage
nor frighten anyone with its bark). Moreover, the rabbis of the Talmud (Baba Kama 83a)
pronounced a curse upon one who owns dogs. These statements seem to apply to all dogs.

Rambam (Hilchot Nizkei Mammon 5:9), in fact, rules that it is forbidden to raise any dog
unless it is secured by chains "since dogs frequently cause considerable damage,” Rambam
apparently believes that Rabbi Yishmael's permissive ruling is contradicted by the
Mishanah and Gemara of Baba Kama 79b and 83a, respectively. Rabbi Yishmael
accordingly would be the sole authority who permits raising kofri dogs, and thus Rambam
believes that the consensus of opinion among talmudic authorities rejects his view.

Most Rishonim, however, including Smag, * Yeraim, ® Tur, ® and Hagahot
Maimoniyot’ disagree with Rambam and limit this prohibition to "evil dogs." These
authorities believe that the statements that appear on Baba Kama 79b and 83a are limited

to "evil dogs". ®

Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat 409:3) rules in accordance with the opinions which
limit the prohibition to an "evil dog". The Achronim almost without exception accept these
opinions as well. ° Rabbi Yaakov Emden™ appears to be the lone authority who believes
one is forbidden to own any type of dog.



The question, though, is how to define an "evil dog". Rashi (explaining why the
Mishnah (Baba Kama 79b) forbids raising a dog unless it is chained) writes "it bites and it
barks, thereby causing pregnant women to miscarry." Rashi can be interpreted in one of
two ways (since he uses the Hebrew letter vav which sometimes means "and " and
sometimes means "or"). The first possibility is that an evil dog is one that both bites and
barks, and the second possibility is that it is one that either bites or barks. Rabbi Shlomo
Luria (Yam Shel Shlomo Baba Kama 7:45) is inclined to adopt the second possibility and
suggests that a dog is considered to be "evil" if it barks, even if it does not bite. The reason
for this, the Talmud recounts, is that a dog's bark'! may cause a woman to miscarry, the
Talmud (Baba Kama 83a), in fact, records two incidents of women who miscarried
because they were frightened by dogs. Therefore, Rabbi Luria suggests that the only dogs
one may own are the kofri dogs that Rabbi Yishmael explicitly asserts are permitted. Rabbi
Luria seems to indicate that one is permitted to own these dogs even if they bark.
Apparently, since people are aware that these dogs are not harmful, they know that they
need not fear these dogs' bark.

Nevertheless, Rabbi Luria limits his ruling to "God-fearing individuals™ and concludes his
discussion by station "therefore, we must excuse the Jewish people (i.e., those who own
dogs which bark but do not bite) but praised is one who is careful [to limit his ownership
to kofri type dogs] and blessings should be conferred upon him." The implication is that
there is some halachic justification for those Jews who own dogs who bark but do not bite.
The justification seems to be based on an interpretation of Rashi's description of an "evil
dog" as one which both bites and barks. Accordingly, only a dog which bites would
frighten a woman with its bark and possibly cause a miscarriage.

Shulchan Aruch Harav (Hilchot Shmirat Guf V'nefesh, number three) adopts a similar,
albeit somewhat more firm, stance on this issue. He notes that Jews commonly own dogs
that bark but do not bite and that some authorities justify the practice by limiting the
definition of an evil dog to one that bites. Shulchan Aruch Harav asserts, however, that this
view is rejected by the consensus of halachic authorities and that the category of "evil
dogs" includes those dogs which bark even though they do not bite. Therefore, he
concludes that "all God-fearing Jews should be certain to keep their dogs that bark tied up
in iron chains while people are awake, even if their dogs merely bark but do not bite. On
the other hand, Knesset Hagedola (Choshen Mishpat 409:4) notes that common practice
among Jews is not to accept the stringent view of Yam Shel Shlomo and Shulchan Aruch
Harav. He indicates that the custom is to own dogs which bark as long as they do not bite.

Although Knesset Hagedola writes that common practice among observant Jews is not to
follow the opinion of Yam Shel Shlomo, it appears proper to follow the latter's opinion.
First Shulchan Aruch Harav, which is recognized as a major halachic work, supports Rabbi
Luria's position. Second, the Talmud considers a dog's fearsome bark to be a public
nuisance. Hence, if one chooses to own a dog, one should be certain not only that the dog
does not bite, but also that the creature does not frighten people with its bark. However, if
one finds it absolutely necessary to raise a dog that may cause harm (for protection, for



example), one must be certain that the animal is tied up securely at times when it may do
damage either with its bite or its bark.

Rabbi Yaakov Emden (Sheilat Yaavetz, number 17) adds a further restriction to the type of
dog one may own. He writes that one is permitted to own a dog if the creature serves an
economic or protective purpose. However, he strongly condemns ownership of a dog as a
pet as being a waste of time and precisely the [abhorrent] behavior of the uncircumcised."

Nevertheless, Rabbi Emden does not marshal sources to support this position and appears
to constitute a minority view.'? Shulchan Aruch and most authorities limit the talmudic
prohibition to ownership of "evil dogs". The clear implication is that one may own a dog
for any reason, provided it is not an evil dog.™® Moreover, the Talmud indicates that Jews
used various animals for recreational purposes. The Mishnah (Shabbat 90b) relates that
children used to play with a certain type of locust. The Talmud (Baba Batra 20a) tells of a
certain type of bird known as "kalanita", which can be used by a child to play. These two
passages seem to demonstrate that the Mishnah has no objections to keeping animals for
enjoyment contrary to the position of Rabbi Emden. Rabbi Emden might respond that these
passages do not discuss dogs and do not prove that one may keep a dog as a pet. Rabbi
Emden might agree that one may own a pet which does not require much attention.
Perhaps he believes that only keeping a dog as pet mimics "the abhorrent behavior of the
uncircumcised."

Our discussion regarding dogs appears to apply to ownership of other animals as
well. Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat 261:1) rules that one may kill an "evil cat" which
harms children. Once again the rule is limited to an "evil" animal. The general principle
according to most authorities is that one may own a pet provided that the animal does not
pose a danger to people or property.*

I1. Feeding Pets

This section will focus on three issues regarding feeding one's pets: feeding one's animal
before eating, feeding a pet food which contains both milk an meat, and feeding the
animal chametz during Passover.

A. Feeding Pets Prior to Eating

The Talmud (Berachot 40a and Gittin 62a) states that one may not eat before he has fed his
animals. The source for this prohibition is the verse (Deuteronomy 11:15) "I will give grass
in your fields for your animal and you shall eat and be satisfied.” This rule is derived from
the order in which the two sections of the verse are recorded. The Torah speaks first of
providing for animals and only subsequently of satisfying human needs.

There exists, however, a controversy as to whether the keeping of the prohibition
constitutes meritorious conduct which is beyond the essential requirements of Torah law
(midat chassidut) or is a prohibition in the full sense of the term. While emphasizing the
importance of doing more than what Torah law requires, Rambam (Hilchot Avadim 9:8)
describes two examples of exemplary conduct not required by law: 1. The early sages fed
their slaves the same type of food they themselves ate. 2. The early sages fed their slaves



and animals before they fed themselves. It is clear that Rambam understands this rule as
recommended righteous behavior but nevertheless not required by the letter of the law.™

Magen Avraham (Orach Chaim 167:18), however, cites as halacha the talmudic statement
that one is forbidden to eat before feeding the animals he owns. In fact, elsewhere 271:12
he cites an opinion that this is a biblical prohibition.'® Biur Halacha (167:6 s.v. umikol
makom) demonstrates that Ramo and other authorities reject the opinion that this is a
biblical prohibition. Furthermore, Chayei Adam (45:1), Mishnah Berurah (167:40),
and Aruch Hashulchan (167:13) all cite this law as a prohibition. Accordingly, one should
take care to properly observe this law, since most authorities view this as a rabbinic
prohibition, not just exemplary behavior.'” It should be noted, though, that many
authorities limit this prohibition to eating and permit drinking prior to feeding one's
animals.*®

B. Feeding a Pet Food Which Contains Milk and Meat

Although it is forbidden to eat non-kosher food, one is permitted to derive benefit from
most non-kosher food. However, the prohibition to avoid a mixture of milk and meat
includes not only eating but also not deriving any benefit from such a mixture
(Chullin 115, Yoreh Deah 87:1). Halacha considers feeding an animal (according to most
authorities even if one does not own the creature) to be a form of pleasure since most
people derive satisfaction from feeding an animal. This pleasure is considered to be a form
of benefit forbidden to be derived from a mixture of milk and meat.” However, the
prohibition to derive benefit is limited to biblically-prohibited mixture of milk and
meat.”” The biblical prohibition includes only the meat of kosher domesticated animals
(excluding fowl and wild animals) and the milk of kosher animals which are cooked
together.”* Hence, one should make sure that pet food contains no biblically prohibited
mixtures of milk and meat.*

There is considerable debate whether it is forbidden to derive benefit from a mixture of
milk and meat from kosher animals which have not been slaughtered in accordance with
halachic standards. Rambam in his commentary to the Mishna (Keritut 3:4) writes that
meat which is prohibited because it is not slaughtered properly, cannot be assigned the
additional prohibition of a mixture of milk and meat (ein issur chal al issur). This is not
merely an academic issue, because a Jew is permitted to benefit from (though he is
forbidden to eat) improperly slaughtered meat but is forbidden to benefit from a mixture of
milk and meat. If Rambam'’s opinion is accepted as normative, then one may feed an
animal commercial pet food which contains a mixture of milk and meat, since it is most
likely®* that the meat ingredients are not kosher. However, since many authorities do not
accept Rambam's view as normative, it is best to avoid relying on this leniency, especially
since a biblical violation may be involved.

C. Feeding a Pet During Passover

One is also forbidden to benefit from chametz during Passover. Hence, on Passover one
may not feed an animal food which contains chametz (much pet food, in fact, does
contain chametz). One may not even instruct a non-Jew to feed his animals chametz since



by doing so he derives benefit from chametz inasmuch his animal is thereby being
nourished (Shulchan Aruch 448:17). However, if one's pet must eat chametz, he is
permitted to sell the animal to a non-Jew to keep in his home,?® where he may feed
it chametz since after the sale the animal is not his. A competent Rabbi, though, should be
consulted to ensure that the sale is halachically valid.”’

On Passover, one is forbidden even to own chametz. Accordingly, care should be taken to
either remove pet food which contains chametz from one's property or include it with the
chametz that is to be sold to a non-Jew. However, Ashkenazic Jews, whose custom it is to
avoid eating kitniyot(rice, legumes, and the like) on Passover are permitted to own and
derive benefit from these foods on Passover. Hence, one may feed pets kitniyot during
Passover.

I11. Removal of Reproductive Organs
Halacha forbids removal of reproductive organs from humans or animal, whether male or
female”

(though debate exists regarding whether removal from females constitutes a biblical or
rabbinic prohibition).*® The Talmud (Sanhedrin 56b) records a dispute whether the Torah
forbids non-Jews to remove reproductive organs (even from animals not owned by a Jew),
and Rishonim differ regarding which opinion is accepted as normative.** Beit Shmuel (Even
Haezer 5:16) rules that this controversy has not been resolved and when rendering halachic
decisions a rabbinic decisor must consider the position that non-Jews are forbidden to
remove reproductive organs. On the other hand, Aruch Hashulchan (Even Haezer 5:26)
rules in accordance with what he perceives as the majority opinion, that non-Jews are not
commanded concerning this prohibition.

A difference between the two opinions is whether we are forbidden on a biblical or
rabbinic level to instruct a non-Jew to remove the reproductive organs of an animal
(see Shulchan Aruch, Even Haezer 5:14 and comments of Chelkat Mechokeik and Beit
Shmuel thereupon). If non-Jews are included in this command, then instructing a non-Jew
to remove reproductive organs would be a biblical violation of "do not put a stumbling
block in front of the blind' (Leviticus 19:14) which prohibits enabling and encouraging
others to sin.*? On the other hand, if non-Jews are not included in this commandment, then
the prohibition involved in instructing a non-Jew to remove reproductive organs is the
general rabbinic prohibition which forbids a Jew to instruct a non-Jew to perform an act
forbidden by the Torah on behalf of a Jew.

A practical difference between these two opinions is whether one may instruct a non-
Jewish veterinarian to remove an animal's reproductive organs in order to alleviate the
animal's suffering due to sickness. Whereas one may not violate a biblical prohibition to
alleviate an animal's suffering, it would appear that one may violate the rabbinic
prohibition to ask a non-Jew to do what a Jew may not do in order to alleviate
suffering.® Since Beit Shmuel, considered to be one of the most authoritative
commentaries on the Even Haezer section of Shulchan Aruch, rules that one must consider



the opinion which asserts that non-Jews are forbidden to remove reproductive organs, one
should not ask a non-Jew to remove an animal's reproductive organs even to alleviate
suffering.

Nevertheless, there are a number of possible solutions to this problem. Some of the most
prominent halachic authorities® of the nineteenth century record (with varying degrees of
approval) a common practice among observant Jews who owned animals for commercial
purposes. This involved selling an animal to a non-Jew and instructing this non-Jew to ask
another non-Jew to spay the animal. The purpose of this procedure is to create a situation
of "aiding an aider"” (lifnei delifnei iver) - encouraging one person to encourage another to
violate a Torah law - which is not a violation of "do not put a stumbling block in front of
the blind."** It also creates a situation of "amira leamira leakum" - instructing a non-Jew to
instruct another non-Jew to perform an act a Jew may not do - which many authorities
believe to be permissible.* In addition, by transferring title of the animal to a non-Jew, one
avoids the rabbinic penalty which requires one who has had his animal's reproductive
organs removed to sell the creature.”’

Although many contemporary halachic authorities® believe it inappropriate to utilize this
procedure with household pets for purposes of convenience (e.g. to eliminate unwanted
litters or to prevent the animal from trying to leave the house), it is quite possible that one
may do so if it is necessary to alleviate an animal's suffering due to sickness. Aruch
Hashulchan would very likely agree with this conclusion since he rules that non-Jews are
not forbidden to remove reproductive organs. Beit Shmuel might also agree since in using
this procedure one may avoid violating "do not put a stumbling block in front of the blind."”
In addition, there is greater room for leniency when a female pet is involved since many
authorities believe neutering a female to be a rabbinic prohibition, and a minority opinion
(Taz, Even Haezer 5:6) believes that one is permitted to neuter a female animal if the
procedure is performed for the creature's benefit.

A different solution to this problem has been offered by Rabbi I. Y. Unterman (Otzar
Haposkim I, pp. 164-165). He describes a procedure of neutering which he believes
constitutes only a rabbinic prohibition since it does not involve direct removal of
reproductive organs. Instead, the blood supply to the testicles is eliminated, the testicles
begin to shrivel, and the animal is rendered sterile. Rabbi Unterman asserts that one who
performs this procedure violates the prohibition indirectly (grama) which is permitted on a
Torah level and forbidden by the rabbis. The authorities who rule that non-Jews are
forbidden to neuter animals concede that non-Jews are forbidden only to perform biblically
forbidden acts of neutering. Non-Jews are not required to follow rabbinic legislation since,
unlike Jews, they are not obligated to adhere to rabbinic rulings. According to this
approach, one does not violate the prohibition of enabling another to sin if one instructs a
non-Jew to perform this procedure. In addition, Rabbi Unterman writes that the prohibition
to instruct a non-Jew to perform an act forbidden to a Jew does not apply to rabbinic
prohibitions (other than the rabbinic prohibitions associated with the observance of
Shabbat).* Therefore, he rules that one may instruct a non-Jew to neuter an animal in this
indirect manner. However, Rabbi Unterman cautions against implementing his opinion



until eminent halachic authorities concur with this ruling. Hence, competent halachic
guidance must be sought regarding whether one may follow this ruling.

The best solution to this problem seems to be the use of one of the many newly developed
(though still experimental) alternatives to castration and ovariohysterectomy which do not
involve removal (direct or indirect) of reproductive organs.”’ There appears to be no
halachic opposition to these methods since the animals are only rendered infertile. The
prohibition of "sirus" appear to apply only to the removal of reproductive organs and not to
causing the animal to become infertile. One must consult a competent halachic authority to
ascertain the permissibility of any of these procedures.

IV. Hilchot Shabbat Issues

Many issues in the area of Hilchot Shabbat regularly confront pet owners. They include
whether household pets are considered to be muktza, the permissibility of walking a pet
with a leash, pets wearing tags in an area not encompassed by an eruv, and possible
violation of "tzeida" (trapping). This section will examine these four issues.

A. Are Pets Muktza?

The Talmud (Shabbat 128b) states that animals are muktza. The reason for this,
explains Magid Mishnah** (commentary to Rambam Hilchot Shabbat 25:25), is that animal
have no utility on Shabbat and Yom Tov. Hence, they are comparable in this regard to
sticks and stones which are classified as "muktza machamt gufa", muktza by its very nature
(i.e., because they have no utility on Shabbat and Yom Tov).

The Rishonim, however, debate whether an animal which can be used to quiet a child from
crying is considered to be muktza. Tosafot (Shabbat 45b s.v. hacha), Mordechai (Shabbat
316) and Hagahot Oshri (commenting on Rosh, Shabbat 3:21) cite authorities who believe
that such animals are not muktza by virtue of the fact that they have utility. Yet
Tosafot, Mordechai, Hagahot Oshri, and Rosh (cited in the responsa of Maharach Or
Zarua, 82) reject these authorities because of two possible considerations. First, the fact
that an animal can be used to quiet a child from crying is insufficient utility to render the
creature no longer to be considered muktza machmat gufa. Second, the rabbis classified all
animals as muktza regardless of whether a particular animal has utility on Shabbat and
Yom Tov. This is an example of "lo plug rabbanan”, rabbinic legislation which was
instituted for a reason, yet embraces even the cases for which the reason does not
apply Shulchan Aruch (308:39) appears to accept the position that all animals are
considered to be muktza since Rabbi Karo states that animals are muktza without
exception. Indeed, Shulchan Aruch Harav (308:78) rules stringently in this regard.*

The question arises, though, whether circumstances have changed since the time of
the Rishonim. These authorities discuss animals which can possibly be used to amuse
children but not animals whose entire purpose is to entertain and provide companionship to
their owners. Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (cited in Shmirat Shabat Kehilchata 27,
footnote 96), in fact, raises the possibility of making this distinction, yet he rules that pets
are muktza. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (Iggerot Moshe, Orach Chaim 4:16 and cited in "the
halachos of Muktza™ p. 7 of the Hebrew section, paragraph twenty-four) and Rabbi Ovadia



Yosef (Yabia Omer, 5:26) also reject the possibility of making such a distinction. It
appears that this question is contingent on one's acceptance of one of the two reasons
(stated above) offered by the Rishonim) for why an animal that can be used to quiet a child
from crying is muktza. If one adopts the position that the rabbis have deemed all animals to
be muktza, regardless of their utility, then even household pets are to be included I this
category. However, if one assumes the position that the possibility of using an animal to
amuse a child is insufficient utility to remove it from being considered muktza, then a
cogent argument can be made that a pet is sufficiently useful to the extent that one no
longer can say that they have no purpose to their owners on Shabbat and Yom Tov, and
hence are not muktza.**

Rabbi Shmuel David (Sheilot uteshuvot Meirosh Tzurim 38:6) concludes his discussion of
this issue with a citation of the opinion of Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein.

It is proper to conduct himself in accordance with the stringent opinion in this matter, since
this appears to be the opinion of Tosafot, Mordechai, Hagahot Oshri, and Rosh. Yet one
need not admonish those who practice in accordance with the lenient opinion in this matter.
Since this issue is embroiled in a dispute amongst the Rishonim and the logic of those who
rule leniently is compelling.

However, even according to the stringent opinion it is reasonable to say that one may move
a household pet to alleviate its suffering (Yabia Omer 5:26). This is because some
authorities permit moving items which are undoubtedly muktza to spare an animal from
suffering (see Mishnah Berurah305:70 and Chazon Ish 52:16). Since the question as to
whether household pets are muktza, is in dispute, there exists a s'fek s'feka, a double doubt,
which would lead one to rule leniently in this ragard.®

It should be emphasized, though, that one may not violate Shabbat even to save an animal's
life. One may, however, ask a non-Jew to do something forbidden for a Jew to do on
Shabbat in order to alleviate an animal's suffering. In addition, one may give a sick animal
medicine on  Shabbat (see, generally, Mishnah  Berurah 332:5,6, and 9
and Shmirat Shabbat Kehilchata 27:54-58).

B. Tags Worn by Pets

The Torah (Exodus 20:10) requires one to allow the animals he owns to rest on Shabbat
and Yom Tov. This entails permitting the animal to avoid activity prohibited for a Jew to
perform on these days, unless such activity is done for the benefit of the animal. Hence, it
is forbidden to take an animal to enter an area in which a Jew is forbidden to carry* while
the animals wearing something from which it derives no benefit. Shulchan Aruch (Orach
Chaim 305:1) rules that decorative items should not be worn by an animal when its owner
takes it into an area not enclosed by an eruvsince an animal does not benefit from such
items. Furthermore, Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 305:17) rules that items which animals
wear for purposes of identification are not considered beneficial for the animal. They are
worn solely for the convenience and benefit of its owner.



The question arises, though, regarding identification tags which clearly benefit the animal,
such as those which show that it has an owner and therefore should not be put to death for
fear of rabies. Aruch Hashulchan (305:5), after some initial hesitation, rules stringently. He
believes that halacha considers all identification markers to be in the category of items
which a Jew may not permit his pet to wear in a public domain on Shabbat or Yom Tov.
However, Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (cited in Shmirat Shabbat Kehilchata 27,
footnote 33) disagrees since these tags are worn for the benefit of the dog.

Rabbi Auerbach cautions, though, that if the tags are worn by the animal merely to verify
that its owner has paid all the required taxes and fees associated with owning the animal,
then the animal may not wear them since they serve only the needs of the owner. Rabbi
Auerbach's ruling appears not to be limited to tags worn to prevent the animal's death. It
seems to apply to any tag worn for the benefit of the animal, such as identification tags
which allow the animal to be returned to its owner in case it is lost (provided that it is in
the animal's interest to be with its owner).

C. Use of Leash

One needs to exercise caution when walking a pet on Shabbat and Yom Tov in an area not
enclosed by an eruv. First, Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 305:16) rules that the handle of
the leash should not protrude more than a handbreadth (approximately three inches*) from
under the hand of the individual walking the animal. The halacha forbids a considerable
protrusion because it would appear as if the individual walking the animal is carrying the
leash instead of merely holding on to the leash. In addition, Shulchan Aruch (ibid.) rules
that one must be sure to keep the leash reasonably taut, so that the leash does not hang
within three inches of the ground. If the leash would hang so close to the ground it would
appear to be an article which the animal wears unnecessarily.

D. Tzeida (Trapping)

Rabbi Y. Neuwirth (Shmirat Shabbat Kehilchata 27:31) succinctly defines the prohibited
activity of "tzeida" as "any act individual does to eliminate the freedom of an animal". The
Mishna (Shabbat 106Db) states that this prohibition includes closing the door of ones' home
if in so doing he traps an animal inside the home. Does this prohibition apply to household
pets?

The Talmud and Codes distinguish between three categories of animals.*® One category
includes those animals regarding which, the talmud (Beitza 24a) writes, one would say "let
us bring a trap and catch it." In other words, Rashi (ad. loc.) explains, one must expend
great effort to catch this animal. It is prohibited on a biblical level to catch such an
animal.>® At the other extreme are those animals which offer no resistance to their master.
Regarding this type of animal the Talmud (Shabbat 128b) writes that one is forbidden to
lift (because it is muktza) but is permitted to push so that they enter their quarters. No
prohibitions of tzeida applies to such animals, since one cannot speak of capturing or
hunting a completely obedient animal. Tzeida is an act of eliminating an animal's freedom
and these animals have no freedom since they are completely obedient to their masters.



The middle category of animals is a subject of debate. This category includes those
creatures who return to their masters at night but offer a limited degree of resistance when
their masters seek to bring them home. Regarding such animals the Mishnah
(Shabbat 107a) states "one who hunts a wild animal or bird that is in one's possession is
exempt from punishment". Rashi (ad. loc.) explains that the exemption from punishment is
based on the fact that these animals have already been tamed.

Some Rishonim (Rashba™, Ravya>, and Baal Haitur™), believe that the Mishnah's term
"exempt from punishment™ should in this instance be understood as implying complete
permissibility since the animal already "has been caught." Other Rishonim (Rambam®*,
Tosafot™®, and many other authorities®) believe that the Mishnah should be understood as
stating that one who performs this act is exempt from punishment but has violated a
rabbinic prohibition. This approach is supported by the fact that this is the way the term
"exempt from punishment™ is generally understood with the exception of three cases
(see Shabbat 3a). these authorities believe that even though these animals have been tamed,
capturing them is rabbinically prohibited because it has the appearance of trapping since
these creatures offer some resistance to their masters. Biur Halacah (316:12 s.v. "V'yeish
Omrim) urges one to do his best to follow the stringent opinion.®” The implication is that in
case of great need one may follow the lenient opinion.*®

Accordingly, the laws of tzeida depends on how well one's pet is disciplined. If when its
master”™ seeks to move it, the animal offers no resistance, then the prohibition
of tzeida does not apply to the creature. If the animal returns to its quarters every evening
without its master's intervention, but when the master seeks to bring the animal home it
offers some resistance, the Rishonim disagree as to whether a rabbinic prohibition exists to
trap this type of animal. In practice, Biur Halacha concludes that one should follow the
stringent opinion absent great need. However, if an animal has rebelled and will not return
by itself to its quarters and it resists its master, a biblical prohibition forbids catching this
animal and under no circumstances (absent a possible threat to human life) may one
attempt to trap this animal.

A practical application of these halachot occurs when one removes the leash of a pet to
allow the animal to run freely in an open area one would be permitted to reattach the leash
on the pet on Shabbat and Yom Tov only if the animal is obedient to its owner. However,
if the animal is somewhat disobedient to its owner and resists its owner, it is best not to
reattach the leash. It is proper not to remove the leash of such an animal in an open space
in order to avoid the necessity of relying on the lenient opinion.

In addition, care needs to be taken to avoid "trapping" a less than obedient animal. For
example, one should not put a leash on such an animal if the door to the house is not closed
and one should not close the door to one's home unless the creature is already "trapped"
(i.e., tied to a post or closed within a room). However, one can avoid the prohibition of
"trapping" when opening a door by immediately filling the gap created with one's body and
closing the door as one enters. One does not violate trapping in such case since an animal
did not have an opportunity to escape.



Special care needs to be taken with birds in this regard. Unlike most pets which are
considered to be "trapped" in one's home, many birds would not be considered to be
trapped in one's home if great effort would be required to return the creature to its cage.
Therefore, if a bird returns to its cage by itself but gives its owner some resistance when
the latter seeks to return the former to its cage, then in case of great need one may return
such a bird to its cage and/or close the door to its cage. However, if a bird does not return
to its cage by itself, one is forbidden in all circumstances (absent possible danger to human
life) to return such a bird to its cage or even to close the cage door in order to prevent the
creature form escaping.

V. Guide Dogs in the Synagogue

Rabbinic opinion is divided concerning the permissibility of a blind individual's bringing a
guide dog into a synagogue. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (Iggerot Moshe Orach Chaim, I, 45)
offers two different arguments why it is permissible to do so. First, he cites the Jerusalem
Talmud (111, 3) which states:

Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi states that synagogues and study halls are built to be used by
Talmud scholars [to eat and drink there] ...Rabbi Imi instructed the teachers of youngsters
[who were present in the synagogue during the course of the day] to permit even a
marginal scholar to enter the synagogue with his donkey and his tools [or clothes].*

Accordingly, the Jerusalem Talmud regards permitting an animal to enter a synagogue or
study hall to be no more disrespectful to the sanctity of these places than eating or drinking
in them. Hence, argues Rabbi Feinstein, just as the practice has developed to permit eating
and drinking in the synagogue, at the very least in case of urgent need,® so too an animal
should be permitted to enter the synagogue in case of urgent need. Even though these
actions constitute disrespect for the synagogue they are permitted since synagogues outside
of Israel are built on the condition that their sanctity does not forbid their use for mundane
purposes in case of urgent need. Enabling a blind person to attend the synagogue most
certainly constitutes urgent need, insists Rabbi Feinstein, and accordingly a guide dog may
be brought by its blind master into the synagogue.

Rabbi Feinstein also suggests (although he expresses some hesitation concerning this line
of reasoning) that bringing an animal into the synagogue for mundane purposes (such as
protecting the animal from theft) undoubtedly constitutes an expression of dishonor to the
sanctity of the synagogue. However, when an animal is brought into the synagogue to
enable a blind person to pray with the community, no disrespect is shown towards the
holiness of the synagogue.®

Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein® has cited Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik as permitting a blind
man to bring a guide dog into a synagogue, albeit utilizing a different approach than that of
Rabbi Feinstein. Rabbi Soloveitchik points out that the Talmud's (Brachot 63a) standard
for what constitutes permissible behavior in the synagogue is what one would permit to be
done in his home. The Talmud states that just as one would not allow a stranger to use his
house as a shortcut, so too one is forbidden to use the synagogue as a shortcut. However,
just as one would allow a stranger to enter his home and not require him to remove his



shoes, so too one is not required to remove his shoes when he enters a synagogue.
Similarly, argues Rabbi Soloveitchik, just as one would certainly permit a blind person to
enter his home with his seeing-eye dog, so too a blind person is permitted to enter the
synagogue with his guide dog.®*

However, a number of authorities rule that a blind person is forbidden to bring a guide dog
into the synagogue. Rabbi Menachem Mendel Kasher (Torah Shleima XV, p. 147) points
out that the Torah (Deuteronomy 23:19) forbids one to offer a sacrifice which was
purchased with money acquired from the sale of a dog. Accordingly, Rabbi Kasher asserts,
it is certainly forbidden to bring a dog into the Temple area. Rabbi Kasher argues that since
many early authorities consider the sanctity of the synagogue to be of biblical origin and
similar to the sanctity of the Temple, then just as one is forbidden to bring a dog into the
Temple, so too one is forbidden to bring a dog into the synagogue.

Rabbi Kasher's argument is not persuasive. The fact that an activity is forbidden in the
Temple does not at all imply that it is forbidden in a synagogue.® The laws regarding the
sanctity of the Temple differ from those regarding the sanctity of the synagogue. Many
activities are forbidden in the Temple and yet are permissible in the synagogue, such as
wearing shoes (see Berachot 62b). furthermore, Rabbi Kasher fails to prove that one is
forbidden to bring a guide dog into the Temple.

Two other prominent rabbis argue that a guide dog may not be brought into the synagogue.
Rabbi Yaakov Breisch (Chelkat Yaakov 3:87) and Rabbi Solomon Braun (Shearim
Metzuyanim Behalacha 13:2) cite chatam sofer's assertion (Orach Chaim 31) that if non-
Jews forbid a particular activity in their place of worship then if Jews were to permit that
activity it would constitute a desecration of God's name. Hence, they argue, since non-Jews
do not permit animals in their houses of worship, it would be a desecration of God's name
to permit a guide dog in the synagogue. Regardless of the merits of this argument,® it
appears to be factually incorrect. In fact, the various Christian denominations in this
country do not have a policy forbidding a blind person to enter their houses of worship
with a guide dog."”’

Rabbi Breisch's other criticisms of Rabbi Feinstein's responsum include concern that a
guide dog will disrupt prayer services. However, those familiar with seeing-eye dogs report
that these animals are well trained and are very unlikely to cause a disruption. Rabbi
Breisch also writes that he cannot imagine why there is no alternate means of enabling a
blind person to attend the synagogue. The fact is, however, that there is a training period in
which the dog and the blind individual must be together at all times. Though Rabbi Breisch
has other criticisms of Rabbi Feinstein's responsum, Rabbi Feinstein's argument appears
far more persuasive than that of Rabbi Breisch.

Conclusion

Most halachic authorities permit ownership of harmless pets. A pet owner, however, is
confronted with many halachic problems, but with appropriate care and attention one can
with relative ease overcome these problems.
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Hagedola Choshen Mishpat 409:4; Shulchan Aruch Harav Hilchot Shmirat Guf
Venefesh, number 3.
2. See Rambam, Hilchot Rotzeach, 11.
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which is cited Baba Kama 15b. One possibility is that, like Rabbi Yishmael, his opinion is
a minority view which the majority opinion (presented on Baba Kama 79b and Baba
Kama 83a) rejects. The other possibility is that the biblical prohibition applies only to an
"evil dog". However, the rabbis extended this prohibition to all dogs. A careful
examination of Rambam Hilchot Nizkei Mammon 5:9 appears to indicate that the
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4. Positive commandment, number 66.
5. Number 210.
6. Choshen Mishpat 409.
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11. It seems that this refers only to a frightening bark and not to every dog's bark. Only a
frightening bark would be likely to cause a miscarriage.
12. A number of authorities disapprove of keeping animals as pets. Such as Rabbi Yehudah
He-chasid (Sefer Chassidim number 1038) who condemns owning birds as "adding
nonsense” (Midrash Kohelet 6:11 seems to be the source for this statement). He adds that
the money one spends on these birds should have been donated to charity. The Sephardic
halachic authority, Rabbi Chaim Pelaggi (Tochachat Chaim, Perashat Beshatlach, page
126) cites this opinion of Rabbi Yehuda He-cahsid. Rabbi Yaakov Breisch (Chelkat
Yaakov 3:87) also writes that it is inconsistent with the spirit of Judaism to own a dog.
However, he does not offer any proof to this assertion. In addition, a number of authorities
object to owning dogs based on Kabblistic teachings (Pele Yoetz, s.v. kelev). However,
these comments have not been incorporated into mainstream halachic works such as
the Shulchan Aruch. It should be noted, though, that it is unquestionably permissible for a



blind person to own a guide dog. These dogs are well trained and do not pose a danger. In
addition, owning such an animal does not mimic "the abhorrent behavior of the
uncircumcised" since the owner has a great need for the dog. It also should be noted that a
number of rabbinic authorities believe placing a bird into a cage to be a violation of tzaar
baalei chaim - the prohibition to cause unnecessary pain to animals (see Rabbi J. David
Bleich, Contemporary Halachic Problems, volume three, page 195, footnote 3).
13. The Talmud (Baba Metzia 71a) urges a widow not to own a dog because she will be
suspected of committing bestiality (presumably, this rule is limited to a widow who lives
alone). Shulchan Aruch (Even Haezer 22:18) codifies this rule but Taz (ad. Loc. 10)
approvingly cites the opinion of Tosafot (Baba Metzia 71a s.v. o) who state that this law is
a "mere stringency" and that it is essentially permissible for a widow to own a dog "since
the people of Israel are not suspected of committing bestiality” (see Shulchan Aruch, Even
Haezer 24:1).
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Navon, "Gidul Kelavim, Nizkam, Vehamischar Bahem™ (Techumin IX, pp. 171-190),
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entitled "Hachzakat Chayot Bayit Ketachbiv" pp. 53-65, and provides a wealth of sources
on this topic. He notes positive aspects of pet ownership such as acquiring an appreciation
of the magnificence of God's creation. It is worthwhile to note that there exist in classical
rabbinic writings positive comments regarding dogs' loyalty to their masters
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seem to indicate that he agrees with the Rambam'’s position in this regard. He writes only
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apply to dogs and cats because "food is available for them practically everywhere since
they can forage for food in garbage and the like and are not dependent on their owners for
survival". (Rabbi Emden's ruling is cited by Shaarei Teshuva 167:9 and Chayei
Adam 45:1). However, Rabbi Emden's ruling does not seem applicable to some animals
which are confined to a house or yard and cannot find food on their own.
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