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It is a long-standing tradition in Jewish law
(see Beis Hillel, YD 65:5; Darchei Teshuva
119:7) that whenever food is prepared for sale,
regardless of the credentials of the producer
of the food, there is a requirement for kosher
supervision (hashgacha) from an outside
source. Even if a person is trustworthy, a more
rigorous standard of supervision is required
when the person has a business that sells
products for profit.

It has come to our attention that there has been
arecent proliferation of home businesses selling
food for profit to our communities without
kosher supervision. This practice is contrary to
accepted practice and unfortunately jeopardizes
the kashrus standards in our communities.

Therefore, we are signing this letter as a
reminder and a reinforcement for all those
who either produce such food products or
might purchase such food products, that food
produced for a profit should not be purchased,
unless it either bears a reputable hashgacha, or
a respected Rav gives his personal hashgacha
on the operation.

We urge any owners of home businesses to
obtain certification as a fulfillment of their
halachic obligations. In the merit of doing so,
we bless them that Hashem should provide
them with sustenance and great success bichol

ma‘asch yedeihem.
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