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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions

In the apy' ni7np he explains that when it comes to giving n*7pw it was a Tni' obligation
as opposed to the where the a1y that was a 1a'x obligation so therefore qoin is said
by boys under 20 because while they weren't a'n in giving n*?pw but are still part of the

1.

Yitzchak Kapetas

Some answers to this weeks riddles are:
Riddle 1:

A number of commentaries in Bava Kamma 85a (where the pasuk is cited),
including Rashi and Tosfos, explain that a doctor is more likely to think he should refrain
from assisting because 1) many illnesses are not caused by another person or clear
natural phenomena and 2) he may make the person worse, including potentially killing
him:
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Admittedly, they aren't trying to answer the riddle question directly (i.e., they are
explaining why the double lashon is needed, not why it's needed in addition to hashavas
gufo), but the same logic could apply. An answer along similar lines, which | have not
seen brought down but would like to suggest, is that the pasuk here is teaching that
doctors may engage in preventative treatment, which is something we wouldn't know

from v'hashevosa lo (saving someone once they are already in danger).

Riddle 2:

The Torah Temima raises the riddle question (quoting the Besamim Rosh) and doesn't
answer it, but notes that the Rambam and Ramban hold that a male age 13 to 20 must
in fact give the machatzis hashekel used for the korbanos (and the pasuk here that
limits to 20+ is only referring to the machatzis shekel that was used for the adanim in

the mishkan) so according to them the question doesn't start:
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However, even according to those who do say that only those 20+ have to give the half
shekel used for the korbanos, the Be'er Yitzchak in Orach Chayim 20:3 holds that
whether one is chayav in musaf cannot depend on whether they are obligated to give
the half shekel, since if that were the case then kohanim and leviyim would be patur as
well (since, at least according to Rabbi Yehuda in Menachos, they are not obligated in
the half shekel):
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That obviously doesn't directly answer the question though, and in fact only makes the
difficulty worse, which is presumably why some are makpid not to have those below 20
daven musaf for the amud (though they would have to answer why they do allow

kohanim and leviyim to daven for the amud).
Best,

David Birnbaum
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