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John 20:1-20; 24-28 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they 
have put him!” So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 
Both were running, but the other disciple out ran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 
there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him 
and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying 

 



 

there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ 
head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 
Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 
inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from 
Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples 
went back to where they were staying. Now Mary stood outside the 
tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and 
saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one 
at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, “Woman, 
why are you crying?” 
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know 
where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. He 
asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking 
for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get 
him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried 
out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). Jesus said, 
“Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary 
Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the 
Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. On 
the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus 
came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the 
Lord…Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 



 

when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his 
hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand 
into his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were in the 
house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were 
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting 
and believe.” 
 
“I think it’s painful for everyone to know that there’s just not a lot of 
room between anybody and the very edge. It really does run 
counter to the whole American story. It’s a story about how scrappy 
individuals will always make it, and it’s a story about how 
Americans’ collective self-understanding will always build something 
that will save the nation. And currently both things are not true. 
Everyone else in the world will suffer, too, but I don’t think they will 
suffer nearly the same cultural disillusionment because they didn’t 
have that account of exceptionalism.” 

- Kate Bowler, New York Times 
 
John 20:19 
…the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the 
Jewish leaders. 
 
John 20:26 
Though the doors were locked… 
 
 



 

 “We’ve drunk too deeply from the wells of invincibility.” 
- Kate Bowler, New York Times 

 
The Porous Self vs. The Buffered Self 
 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid.” 

- Jesus, John 14:27 


